A 


* 


COLLECTION 


* 


O 
WRITTEN EY 


22 
2 
it 
— 
La 
[a] 
— 


7 


Cardinal BENTIVOGLIO 


— — — 


\ 


A 


4 


99979999. 


* 
1 


COLLECTION 


LETTERS 
WRITTEN BY 


* 


Cardinal ENTIVO GLI, 


| During the Time he was Nuncio in France 
and Flanders. 


Tranſlated from the Original Italian. 


— — 2 * . . - 


— 


LOND O N: 


Printed for the AUTH OR; 


And Sold by G. STEIDEL, at the Bible 
and Crown, in New Bond-ſtreet. 1753. 


—— 


r 


aa 


— Moles hs — — — 


*. 
% 
, 
* 
by 
7 
£ 
— 


* 
OE ·˙ —ů — rr 


— 


— 


r PP 
r 


(i) 


TO HER 
ROYAL HIGHNESS 
Tur Privesss 


Ee XF & & LE £ N F. 


Madam, 


than from the Hopes that your Royal 
Highneſs's Name at the Head of it, 
will protect and guard me from the 


Cenſure of the World. Here I 
might juſtly enumerate your many 


great and good Qualities; but as 
Dedications to Perſonages in your 


high Rank, are ever ſuſpected to 


contain nothing but Flattery, (an 


Incenſe by no Means grateful to a 
Mind exalted as yours) I forbear to 


touch upon that Subject. The 
A Heart 


Have no Plea for preſuming to 
lay this Book at your Feet, more 


Fug: 2 4 
—_—_— PU A ITO 1 HAIG Tra 9 


(i) 
Heart conſcious of doing Right, fur- 
niſhes to itſelf a Succeſſion of pleaſ- 
ing Ideas; and waits not for public 
Applauſe to crown its F elicity. 


When I began this ſmall Work, I 
did it with no other View than to 


amuſe myſelf : Afterwards, ſome 


particular Friends read it, and per- 
ſuaded me to give it to the Public. 
I fincerely with your Royal Highneſs 
all Happineſs, and humbly beg 
Leave for the Honour of ſubſcribing 
ten, 


Madam, 
Your moſt dutiful, 
dalton and 


devoted Servant, 


The Tranſlator; 


(© 
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PREFACE. 


MO fuch of my Readers as are unacquainted 
with the Hijtory of thoſe Times in which the 
Cardinal wrote the following Letters, I adareſs this 
fhort Introduction, which I hope may not be diſagree- 
able. After the reformed Religion had at different 
Times prevailed in ſeveral Parts of Europe, the 
See of Rome, alarmed! has ever been vigilant to 43 
check the Growth of it. Amongſt all the Methods = 
made uſe of to ſupport the Credit and Power of the 8 
Romiſh Clergy, an eccleſiaſtical Inquiſition has been 
the favourite Point of the Court of Rome, as the 
moſt proper Method to intimidate and deter the Peo- 
. But in this we find the Pope has not always 
been ſucceſsful, for many, even among the Roman 
Catholicks themſelves, would not acquieſce in ſo 
dangerous an Inſtitution, nor ſuffer this dreadful 
Tribunal, to be introduced among them. Spain 
however, endeavoured to extend her Inquifition into 
the Low Countries, which occaſioned a general 
Revolt of the Inhabitants, who withdrew themſelves 
from the Sovereignty of that Crown, aſſiſted by the 
Arms and Councils of the Great Prince of Orange 
and began that glorious Union, which afterwards 
grew into the formidable Republick, now called the 
States-General of the United Provinces, 
Spain, tired out with the Loſs of much Blood 
and Treaſure, after a calamitous unſucceſsful War 
of forty Years, agreed to a Suſpenſion of Arms, for 
ſettling @ Peace, which gave Occafion to Pope 
A 2 Paul 
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Paul V. to nominate Cardinal Bentivogho his 
Miniſter, to aſſiſt at that Treaty, to try what 
could be obtained, in Favour of the Catholick Reli- 
gion in Holland. This, the following Letters, con- 
tained in the firſt Part, treat of; giving an Ac- 
count of his Eminency's ſetting out upon that Embaſſy. 
About this Time the reformed Religion had 
made a conſiderable Progreſs amongſt the Hugonots 
in France, and as the young King was upon the 
Point of taking the Reins of the Government into 
his own Hands, the Pope judged it might not be im- 
proper to ſend an Embaſſador to make Repreſenta- 
tions upon the Increaſe of Hereſy in that Kingdom. 
As the Cardinal, on his Return from Flanders 
to Rome, had. acquitted himſelf to that See with 
great Reputation and Satisfaction, having ſhewed 
his great Zeal for the Catholic Religion, as well 
as the indefatigable Pains he had taken in the Ma- 
nagement of the publick Affairs of his Embaſſy, 
his Addreſs and Abilities recommended him a ſecond 
Time to that high Poſt, as he «was judged the moſt 
proper Perſon to 25 employed in ſuch an Embaſſy, to 
jet forth the dangerous Conſequences it- might be 
to the eſtabliſbed monarchical Government of France, 
to tolerate any other than tt 4 be Catholick Re- 
ligion, 
g The ſecond Part addreſſed to the Duke of Mon- 
teleone, of whom ſome Account is given before 
the Letters, are chiefly relative to the unhappy 
Differences then ſubſijting between Lewis XIII. and 
the Queen Mother, which are pointed out at large 
by is Eminenq, with the Evil thereof to the King- 
dom in generel, and the great Support and En- 
couragement to the Hugonots in particular, con- 
ſequently contrary le the . of the See of 


Rome, 
S U B- 


| OT OO "I 


SUBSCRIBERS 


T O 


Cardinal BENTIVOGLIO's. 


LET TSS 


Her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs CARoLIX E. 
| A 
T HE Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen 


The Rig 75 Hon. the Counteſs of Ancram 


William Adair, E/q; 
Hon. Mrs. Aſton 
Mrs. Aiflaby 
Mrs, Allgood 
Mrs. Adamſon 
Miſs Aſhley 
Miſs Elizabeth Aigoin 
B 
Her Grace the Ducheſs of Bedford 
R:ght Hon. the Earl of Berkeley 


. 


(vi) 
Right Hon. the Farl of Briſtol 
Right Hon. the Lady Viſcounteſs Bateman 
Right Hon. Lord Burleigh 
The Hon. Admiral Boſcawen 
The Hon. Mrs, Boſcawen 
The Hon. George Barnwell 
dir Hanſon Berney, Bart. 
The Lady Blacket, of Wallington 
The Lady Blount, #0 Books 
Capt. Bradſhaigh 
Archibald Bowers, Eq; 
Miſs Bacon 
William Burton, Ey; 
Mrs. Burton, #20 Books 
Bartholemew Burton, Ey; 
Mrs. Brickendon, of Ink Pen 
Miſs Brickendon 
Wheeler Brooke, Eſq; 
Mrs. Frances Burdet, of Yorkſhire | 
Mrs. Boehm, 
Thomas Bathurſt, Eja; of Lidney- Park 
Mrs. Bathurſt 
Mrs. Byde, of Benjo 
Francis Barnard, E/q; 
— Barloe, Ejq; 
Mrs. Bowes 
Mrs. Bethel 
Mrs. Bourgoine 
Mrs. Baynton 
Mrs. Binyon 
Mrs. Blake 


Mrs, Blake, Great Ruſſel-Strett, Bloomſbury 


(vii) 

1 
Right Hon. the Earl Cowper 
Right Hon. Lady Harriot Campbell 
Right Hon. Lady Sarah Cowper 
Right Hon. Lady Caroline Cowper 
Right Hon. Lord Carysfort 
Right Hon. the Counteſs of Coningſby | 
The Hon. and Rev, Dr. ve Dean of ö 

Durham 1 
The Hon. Mrs. Cornwallis 14 
The Hon. Colonel Cary if 
The Hon. Mrs. Cary 
Sir Thomas Clavering, Bart. 
Mrs. Clavering, of Leiceſter-Houſe 
— — Charles, Eq; 


Dr. Conyers 
James Comyns, E/z 
Mrs. Comyns 


— Cawley, E/; 
Mrs. Calvert, of Albury-Hall 
Mrs. Alizia Calaghan 
Mrs. Elizabeth Crowley 
Mits Cotton, of Stretton 
William Clayton, E/; 


Mrs. Clayton e | 
Charles Cotterell, Ei; Cl 
Mrs. Clutterbuck a 


Miſs Corbett 

Capt. George Coburn 

Mrs. Cowper, of Hertingfordbury | 

John Mordant Cope, EI; 1 

James Edward Colleton, E; . 
a 4A 4 Miſs . i 


(vii) 


Miſs Conyers 
Miſs Mary Conyers 
Colonel Clavering 
——= Congreve, Eq; 
Miſs Carr 

D 


The Right Hon. Lord Ducy 
The Lady Daſhwood 
Colonel Dingley 


Robert Dingley, E/z3 
Dr. Dealtry, of York 
Mrs. Delabene, of York 
E 


Mrs, Echlin 
F 
The Right Hon. Lord Viſcount Fitzmaurice 


The Right Hon. Lady Fiſcounteſs Falmouth 
The Lady Farnaby, of Queen- n Or- 


mond: ſtreet 

The Lady Fagg, of Woodon 
Sambrooke 3 Efq; 
— Fonnereau, Eſq; 
— — Fox, Ejq; 

Mis. F loyd 


Thomas Foſter, E.; 
The Right Hon. Lady Betty Germain 


The Right Hon. Lady Heſter Grenville 
The Right Hon. Tabs Viſcounteſs Gallway 
The Hon. John Grey 

The Lady Gray, of Denhill 

oi, Jaines Gray, Bart. 


(i) 


Sir Henry Grey, Bart. 


John Grey, E/q; 
Colonel Gray 


Mrs. Gray 

Mrs. Gower 

John Granger, E; 

| William Gee, Eſq; 
— Gunnin E ; 
Mrs. Gore es 

Mr. Grange, three Books 

The Right Hon. Lord Viſcount Hobart 

The Right Hon. Lady Herbert, of Cherbury 

The Lady Hylton 

Thomas Orby Hunter, Eſq; ; 

Mrs. Hunter 

Miſs Hunter 

Miſs Kitty Hunter 

Mrs. Hyet 

Miſs Hyet 

Miſs Hartly 

John Hill, E; of Thornton 

Mrs. Hawley | 

Timothy Hutchenſon, Eſq; 

George Hind, E/q; 

Charles Grave Hudſon „Eg; 

Colonel Hildeſley 

Mrs. Hucks 

Thomas Hill 


* + - 
*, { 


I 
Sir Hildebrand Jacob, Bart. 
Ralph Jeniſon, Z/4; 


ö 
Miſs Ingenta; of Temple Newſat | | 
Mrs. Jeſſop | 
Miſs Jones 


Rx 
The Right Hon. Lord Kingſton 
The Right Hon. Lady Kingſton 
Mrs. Knipe, of Richmond | 
Randolph Knipe, E/q; | 
Mr. Keck, of Twickenham 
The Rev. Mr. Knipe 
Mrs. Knipe, two Books 

L 
The Right Rev, the Lord Biſbop f Litchfield 
and Covent | 
The Right Hon. Lord Langdale 
_ The Right Hon. Henry Legge, EI; 
The Hon. Mrs. Legge 
The Hon. Mrs. Langdale, of Holme 
The Hon, Sir George Littleton, Bart. 
The Hon. Mrs. H. Legge 
The Lady Lawſon 
The Han. Miſs Lawſon 
The Rev, Dr. Littleton, Dean of Exeter 
Mrs. Lake 
Mrs. Sarah Lowry 
Edin Laſcelles, /i; 
Mrs. Laſcelles 
Beaſton Long, E; 
Colonel Lampton 

M 
His Grace the Duke of Marlborough 
The Right Hon. Lord Viſcount Malpas 


(x) 
The Right Hon, Lady Viſcounteſi Malpas 
The Right Hon. Lord Viſcount Middleton 
The Right Hon. Lady Dowager Middleton 
Major General Sir John Mordaunt, — of 
the Bath 
The Lady Milbanke | 
Sir William Middleton, Bart. of Belſay- 
Caſtle 
Sir William Milner, Bart. 
The Lady Milner 
The Lady Milner, of Park- Street 
Mrs. Middleton, of St. James's 
The Rev. Mr. Middleton, of Long Horſley 
John Mark, EV; of Richmond R 


Mrs. Moore 

Mrs, Mayſer, of York of 
Mrs. Sarah Mayſer, of York 
John Murray, Ejq; of York 
Miſs Murray, of York 

Mrs. Mary Milner 

Mrs. Frances Milner 
Valentine Morris, E/q; 
Mrs. Morris 

Mr. Macarthy 

Mr. James Macarthy 

Mr. Morris, of Queen-Street 
Colonel Madan 

William Murray, Eſq; 
The Rev. Mr. Thomas Murray 
Mrs, Montague 

m— Morris, E/; 
Mrs, Maſon 


The 


| (xi ) 
| Right Hon. the Earl of Northumberland 
; Right Hon. the Counteſs of Northumberland 
[ Right Rev. the Lord Biſhop of N orwich 
1 De Lady Newdigate 
1 Miſs Nevil 
1 Miſs Nicholls, of Great Ormond-Street 
| Mr. Nichol, of Court-Lodge in Suſſex 
4 Mrs. Nelthorp , of Sea-Croft 
1 George Nelthorp, 75 junior 
by The Rev. Mr. Naſh 
$i | Colonel Noel 
bo 0 
4 Right Hon. the Counteſs of Oſſory 
1 Henry Oxenden, Eſq; 
9 Dr. Oliver | 
| | Mrs, Oſborn 35 


b 
The Right Hon. Lord Viſcount et 
The Right Hon. Lord Viſcount Pultney 
The Hon. Mrs. Poyntz 

Mrs. R. Poyntz 

Mrs, 9 

Miſs Perkins 

Mrs. Prince 

William Pit, E/q; of Kugten 
Richard Pierſon, E/q; 

Uvedale Price, Eſq; 

Thomas Pullen, EJq, 

Mrs. Pye, of e 

Mrs. Mary Pye, ditto 

Mrs. Mary Poyntz 


Mrs, 


— — — 


(xi) 
Mrs. Pattin 1 
Thomas Parker, E/q; 
Mrs. Pinſton 
Mrs. Payne 
R 
Right Hon. the Marchioneſs of . 
Rigbt Hon, Lord Ravenſworth 
Right Hon. Lady Ravenſworth 
Sir Thomas Robinſon, Baronet 
The Lady Rich 
Mrs. Robethorn, of St. James s, lav Books 
Mrs. Rowley | 
— Rickenſon, EV; 
Mrs. Renardſon 
William Henry Rickets, E/; 
Erancis Reynolds, E/q; 
Mathew Redley, E/q; 
8 


The Right Hon. the Earl of Stamford 

The Right Hon. the Counteſs of Stamford 
The Right Hon. Lord George Sackville 

The Hom. Baron Smythe 

Sir Jeremy Sambrooke, Bart. 

Sir William St. Quintin, Bart. of Scamſton 
The Lady St. Quintin 
1 Schutz, E/q; 

Robert Shafto, E/q; 

Captain Shafto 

Mrs, Sambrooke 

Mrs. Shaw 


Mrs. Swinton, of” St, James's 


— A A _ 

2 N ; . 2 —ů— ů = — - Ep 
b — ca 
ot i RITES 


8 1 


ern 


The Riche Hon. the Counteſs of Temple 


The Hon. Commodore George Towidhead 
The Rev. Dr, Terrick 


John Tilſon, E; 


| Mik Vernon 


(xiv) 
Mrs. Sloper, of South ons Zara 
Capt. Sloper 
Mrs. Sloper 5 
The Rev. Dr. Shipley 
Mrs. Betty Sambrooke 
The Right Hon. the Earl of Temple 


The Right Hon. Lady Talbot 
The Hor Roger Townſhend 
The Hon. Horatio Townſhend 


Mrs. Terrick 


Mrs. Thompſon, / Hambleton 
John Thompſon, E/, 


Right Hon, Lady Grace Vane 


Mils Arathuſa Vernon, Sn Siract 
W 

Right Hon. the Lord Chief- Juſtice Wiles | 
Right Hon. Lady Windſor 
Right Hon. Lady Betty Waldegrave 
Hon. Nirs. Weſtley 
Lady Wentworth, ſeven Books 
Lady Willes 

ohn Willes, Ey; 

rs. Wetherin ton 
Talbot Williamſon, E/; 
Mrs. Wilberforce 


(x) 


Mrs. Web 

Farrer Wren, Eq; of Bincheſter 

Mrs. Windham, of Fir-Grove 

Mrs. Warton, of Beverly 

John Warde, Ef; of Squerrie 

Mrs. Warde 

Henry Wilmot, E/; 

Mrs, Wilmot 

Mrs. Witton, of Lupſet 
Edward Willes, E/jq; 

Mrs. Willes 

Thomas Wilſon, Ei; 

Mrs. Warren 

Mrs. Wolaſton 

Thomas Wetham, E⁴; 

Mrs. Wharton 

Mrs. Wyvill 


John York, Eq; 


LETTERS 


— 


1 
— 


ee e 5 — PX r 6 ogins 


* — — 


— — cent ent 


— 


— 


— 


CCC AAA Res 


— 2 


—— er RA 


3 


(1) 
L ET Te N 
"Mi THE i 


Cardinal BENTIVOGLIO. 


1 
_ 


* * . 


r 
To the Biſhop of St. Sepulcher, at Rome. 


Am no ſooner arrived at Ferrara than 
I adviſe your Excellency of it, no Time 
has clapſed between quittipg my Coach 
and taking my Pen. From Rome to Loretta, 
the Heat was agreeable ; but from Loretta 
to Ferrara, the Air ſeemed on Fire. During 
my Stay at Macerati I was with Cardinal 
Viſconti 5 at Ravenna with his Eminency 
Cardinal Aldobrandino, and at Faenza with 
Cardinal Caetano, where they ſhewed me 
great Civilities. Here I will pay my Reſpects 
to Cardinal Spinola our Legate; ſtay a Week 
with my Relations, and then proceed on my 
Journey; the greateſt Part of it (and that in 
the moſt terrible Heats) yet remains, never- 
theleſs when I have left Italy, the Rays of 

B the 
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the Sun will be more oblique ; conſequently 
let- intenſe This is the firſt Token fince 
we parted, of that agreeable Exchange of 
Regard we promiſed each other. But no 
more at this Time; when I arrive at Bra 
fels J will write again, or even ſooner if 
I have Leiſure. Sas 
| Tam, Sir, &c. 


A 
To the ſame, at Rome. 


Ferrara, June 24, 1607. 


H IS ſecond Letter, Sir, is the Pro- | 
duce of the Alps 3 ; from whence I ſee 
no ning but what is dreadful! fo that the 
Deicription will even to you appear wild and 
horrible! But in this Letter there is nothing 
of the Alps, more than the Name; neverthe- 
leſo I have undergone the Fatigue of aſcending 
and deſcending for ſeven Days continually 
till ! am ar Lengih arrived (Thanks be to 
God) at Lucern ; which is to ſay, the moſt 
champain Country of all Switzerland. From 
Ferrara | went to Milan, by the Way of 
Modena and Parma, where I was received 
and lodged with great Honours by both theſe 
Princes; 


(3) 
Princes; at Milan J was the Gueſt of Car- 
dinal Boromeo, who entertained me with 
great Politeneſs; and after having paid my 
Compliments to Count de Fuentes, I depart- 
ed from thence to come towards Sit gerland. 
At Varaſe, the laſt Place in the Milaneſe, I 
took my Leave of Italy; for here it begins 
to loſe both its Name and Language. All 
the reſt to this Place has been Alps, Rocks, 
and Precipices! one Mountain above another, 
and Sr. Gothard above them all; which 
raiſes the Snow to the Skies, and at that 
Time diſplayed a Winter Scene in the Midſt 
of Summer. But at length I am arrived at 
Lucern, diſtinguiſhed by a thouſand Favours 
conferred on me, by the Nuncio Varalo. 
Lucern is finely ſituated, ſtanding upon a 
magnificent Lake, which you croſs by a 
long handſome Wooden Bridge covered over. 
| Yeſterday the Nuncio accompanied me to 
the Senate ; where I preſented my Creden- 
tials from his Holineſs, with an Haraigue 
as uſual. Lucern holds the firſt Place amongſt 
the ſeven Catholic Cantons; there are five 
others of Hereticks, and one mixed. This 
is the 82 Union; which they maintain by 
a perpetual and general Dyet, which aſ- 
ſembles once, ſometimes oftner, every Year, 
and where the common Intereſt is conſidered. 
They have other Laws, as Occaſion requires; 
as to the reſt, each Canton is a Republick of 
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itſelf, and their Form of Government very 
different; ſome are democratical, others 
ariſtocratical, others mixed. But all in gene- 
ral abhor a regal Power ever ſince they with- 
drew them{ſclves from their Obedience to the 
Houſe of Auſtria; for Example, at Altorf, 
through which I paſſed, the Inhabitants meet 
in the Field to vote ; which they do by lift- 
ing up their Hands; for in this Manner they 


make their Laws, and ele their Magiſtrates; 


whereas here, it is the Senate governs, and 
only ſome particular Families are capable of 
being Senators; and in other Cantons the 
Senate does not debate in any important Oc- 
currences, till the Populace are aſſembled. 
The Seis have Alliance with ſeveral Princes 
(particularly with the two neighbouring 
Monarchs) but on different Terms. The 
Catholicks with the King of Spain; the 
Hereticks and the Catholicks with the French; 
but from all Quarters they receive Pay, and 
ſell their Service to any Body; fo that it is 
common for them to be paid by two 
Crowns at the tame Time; but they are ex- 
tremely tenacious of the Liberty of their 
Country to which their Situation (joined to 
their natural Savageneſs of Diſpoſition) great- 
ly contributes. Men here are remarkably 
ſtrong, and exceſſive poor ; then who would 
deſire to be Maſter of them. The Swiſs are 
for the Alps, the Alps are for the Swiſs. 
0-morrow I go from hence, and in a Day 
and 


C8) 
and an half hope to reach Baſil, I have this 
Comfort amidſt ſo many Mountains, that 
they defend me from the Sun in ſuch a 
Manner, that amongſt their immenſe Walls 


I have been ſometimes half a _w without 
ſeeing it. 


Lucern, Fuly Ian, Sir, &c. 
21, 1607. 


1 E T 3 R III. 
To the ſame, at Rome. 


'T laſt I have caſt Anchor, and am 
in Port, like Mariners who rejoice 
even before they land; ſo did I exult, even 
before I arrived in Flanders, at the Sight of 
Luxembourgh, by which Province 1 rd 
the Low Countries. But firſt I will give you 
an Account of my Journey: From Lucern 
I came to Ba/il, a City famous for its Build- 
ings and Situation, it extends itſelf, Part up- 
on the Plain, and Part upon the Hills, on 
the Banks of the Rhine, which divides it on 
one Side, and by a Bridge unites it again ; 
from thence I entered into Lorarn ; and can- 
not expreſs with how much Civility, and 
Reſpect, I was received at Nancy by the 
Duke, and the other Princes of that Screne 

B 3 Houſe. 


Houſe. I ſaw the Cardinal who dies by gentle 
Degrees of what has been reported Witch- 
craft, he retains no Sign of Life, but the 
Power of Speech, The Duke enjoys a great 
Share of Health, though ſeventy Years old. 
One cannot fee a Prince of a more venerable 
Alpect, nor is he leſs remarkable for his Piety 
and Zeal, to the Catholick Religion, and the 
Holy See. In two Days from Nancy I en- 
tered into the Province of Luxembourgh, and 
in four Days more | reached Bruſſels, and ſo 
(Thanks be to God) have finiſhed my Jour- 
ney proſperouſly; for according to my Wiſh, 
from the Alps to this Place, I have found 
no great Inconvenience from the Heat. The 
Day before Yeſterday {which was the Vigil 
of St. Lorenza) J made my public Entry, 
which was ſplendid enough. All the Court 
came to meet me on Horſeback, about an 
Italian Mile diſtant from Bruſſels, At this 
Time the Court is numerous, the Suſpen- 
ſion of Arms having brought the chief of the 
Nobility thither, who would otherwiſe have 
been with the Army. The Marquis of 
Guaaaleſie the Spaniſh Embaſſador, began 
the Cavalcade, After him the Dukes 4 
Omnala, d'Ofſuna, and d' Areſcot; the Mar- 
quis Spinola, Camp-Marſhal General of the 
Army, Don Lewes de Velaſco, General of the 
Horſe, and the Count Bucoy, General of the 
Artillery, belides ſeveral other Gentlemen of 
the Country, of the Order of the Golden 
8 e 


C73 
Fleece; and ſeveral Spaniards, Italians, and 
Germans, beſides ſeveral oi other Nations, 
and a great Number of Colonels and Cap- 
| tains of the ſaid Nations; the A my ot Flan- 
ders being compoſed of the beit Officers in 
Europe. I made my Enity on Horſeback, 
on the right Hand of the Spanijb Embaſſa- 
dor, preceding the reſt of the Cavalcade; in 
this Manner 1 was conducted to my Houle. 
Yeſterday in the ſame Form, with this 
Difference only, being in my Coach 1 was 
attended to a publick Audience of their Serene 
Highneſſes. I firſt paid my Compliments to 
the Infant a, and then io the Aich- Duke, 
and met with a moſt gracious Reception : 
This was my firſt ſetting out as Nuncio, 
From Matters of Compliment, we now muſt 
treat upon thoſe of Buſineſs ; which are of 
great Conſequence. There is a Suſpenſion 
of Arms, and this Ceſſation is for eigut 
Months. By this they thew an inclination 
to come to a Treaty, to put an End to a long 
and calamitous War. It will be a Work of 
Time and Trouble; and if you couſider a 
forty Years War, with the Conſequences of 
it, you will eaſily form to yourſelt how dif- 
ficult it muſt be, where there are to many 
oppoſite Intereſts concerned, to adjult T 1111s 
to the Satisfaction of all Partics, But Im 
a new Comer, and therefore mult hearken to 
others before I give my Opinion, Notwich- 
ſtanding my Head has becn 1s full ef 
| — 34 the 
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the Affairs of Flanders, that before I arrived, 
I feemed to myſelf to have been an Inhabi- 
tant of it. I have had in theſe Wars four 
Brothers, and two Nephews; but I find at 
this Time, only one Brother and one 
Nephew remaining; fo that from my Birth, 
1 have been accuſtomed to the Affairs of 
Flanders ; amd on the Increaſe of Years, the 
Things of this Place have been ſo familiar to 
me, that there remained nothing but my re- 
fiding here, to become almoſt a Native. 


Oh! how I am pleaſed with Bruſſels, and 


its Situation, It lies in the Middle of a Plain, 
at a Foot of a Hill; and where the Aſcent 
begins, I made my publick Entry; a finer 
Scene could not attract the Eye, the Coun- 
try around it being moſt beautiful; for now, 


in the Midſt of Auguſt, Spring ſmiles in the 
Fields. I have ſtole this Time from my 


ublick Employment, to dedicate it to this 
ater; or rather Hiſtory ; ſo to conclude, 


* 


Bruſſels, Auguff Ian, Sir, &c. 
11, 1607. | 


LETTER 
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LETT iB:R IV; 
To Cardinal Spinola, Legate of Ferrara, 


HOS E Favours conferred on me, 


by you Sir, at Ferrara, were as 


Omens to me of a proſperous Journey; ; 1o 


that with great Succeſs I paſſed the As of 


| Switzerland, and am ſafely arrived at my 
Reſidence at Bruſſels, The Day before 
Yeſterday I made my publick Entry, and 
Yeſterday had my firſt Audience of their 
Serene Highneſſes; who received me with the 
utmoſt Reſpect to the Holy See, as might be 
expected from Princes asconſpicuous tor Piety, 
as for the Rank they bear in the World, 
'This Letter will inform you of my Arrival 
here, and Entrance on my publick Charac- 
ter. I intreat you to receive it with your 
uſual Goodneſs, and that you will continue 


to me the fame Protection and Favour, that 


J fo fortunately experienced in Italy. As to 


the reſt, I hope you are ſenſible, that my 


Regard for you is immutable, and thai your 
Commands cannot be more ardently deſired, 
nor executed with greater Pleaſure, 


Bruſſels, Auguſt 
12, 1607. 


LETTER 
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LETTER . 


To Father Xaviere, General of the Order of 
St. Dominic, Confeſſor to his Catholick 
Majeſty, and one of rhe Counſellors Y State 
at Madrid. 


s I endeavoured at Rome to ſhew all 
imaginable Reſpect to you (Reverend 
F: auh when you were elected General of 
your Order; fo I have at all Times deſired 
to continue the ſame Friendſhip. I come 
now to adviſe you, of the Reſolution his Holi- 
neſs the Pope has taken, to ſend me his 
Nuncio into Flanders, and likewiſe of my 
Arrival at this Court; where the Intereſts of 
his Catholick Majeſty, and thoſe of their 
Serene Highneſſes are ſo cloſely united, that 
while I ſerve the Holy See, | am enabled at 
the ſame Time to ſhew iny Reſpect to his 
Catholick Majeſty, and theſe Serene Princes. 
Tam arrived here when a moſt important 
Negotiation is on the Tapis, viz. to intro- 
duce (if poſſible) Peace to theſe Countries, 
after a long and diſagreeable War, Already 
(Reverend Father) you are informed of all 
that paſſes ; and becauſe it is poſſible, ſome- 
thing may turn out in Favour of the Catho- 
lick Religion in Holland, and in the other 
heretical Provinces, which are almoſt over- 
run- 


i: 2 

run with Hereſy, I make no doubt but you 
(Reverend Father) will do all ſuch good 
Offices on this Occaſion with his Majeſty, 
and the preſent Miniſtry, as may ſeem beſt 
to your fingular Prudence. It may well be 
imagined, that the King in ſupporting this 
Cauſe, from whence he derives his moſt 
glorious Title of Catholick King, is not leſs 
defirous that his Zeal ſhould appear, than 
the Greatneſs of his Power, To conclude 
(Reverend Father) : 


Bruſſels, Auguſt Tam, &c, 
20, 1607. | 


LET 7-4 4-6 
To Cardinal Xaviere, at Madrid. 
HE Regard his Catholick Majeſty 


has for you, could not be more con- 
ſpicuous, than in procuring for you, Sir, the 
' Dignity of a Cardinal, nor are your Virtues 
les, in meriting . that Honour, amidit the 
publick Applauſe, which is the Conicquence 
of Succeſs, I come now to preſent you 
with my private Complin:enis of Congratu- 
lation, being extremely rcjoiced, that you are 
arrived at that high Dignity in the Church. 
— J 


2 — — — 


| Bruſſels, January 
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I pray God, that your pious Endeavours 
may increaſe your Happineſs here, as well as 


hereafter, 


4, 1608. 


LETTER YE 
To Count Hanibal Manfredi, at Rome. 
0 UR Silence has bank rather a Plea- 


ſure, as J have at laſt received ſo many 


Favours with your Letter, as are a ſufficient 
Proof that Abſence has not leſſened your 


Regard; then, how little neceſſary is the ex- 


ternal Flouriſhes of the Pen? I, though 
ſilent, have not been behind Hand with you 
in Friendſhip ; and ſhall for the future, with 
particular Pleaſure, keep up this Correſpon- 
dence, to which I am ſo obligingly invited 
by you. I had all imaginable Satisfaction at 
your being appointed Embaſſador to Ferrara. 
They could not have found one of greater 
Abilities, and conſequently adapted to tran- 
ſact the Negotiations of that City, nor whoſe 
Inclinations are more favourable to the In- 
tereſts of my Family in particular; fo that I 


enjoyed this Promotion of yours, greatly 


upon 


Tam Sir, &c. - 


7 ) 


* . 
* 
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upon my own Account; command my Ser- 
vices here without Ceremony. Believe me, 


Bruſſels, Auguſt Jam Sir, &c. 
13, 1611. : | 


LET TE k vat. 
To Mr. Anthony Querengo, at Rome. 
T O confeſs the Truth, receiving a Letter 


from you, Sir, appears to me a Dream; 

but though it is under your Hand, it is 
rather a Letter from Livio our Friend, who 
explains to me the Requeſt of the Cardinal 
concerning ſome Horſes. In Spight of you 
Sir, and your .little Regard for me, I will 
ſuppoſe this is your Letter ; and at all Hazards 
the Deceit muſk take Place, that you have 
wrote it, without deſigning it, and that I 
have received it when leaſt expected. Cruel 
Dyerengo | after an obſtinate Silence of four 
Years, and every Thought of .me being 
eraſed from your Memory, at laſt you write 
me a Letter, the Hand ycurs, but the Senti- 
ments are another Perſon's. Is it not reaſon- 
able that I ſhould: refent ſuch Treatment? 
ungrateful, fickle Friend ! Friend in Reality 
to yourſelf only, in Name to others. But 
no more Reyenge, Love takes Place, my 
PFriend- 


(14) 
Friendſhip is immutable, it has been tried 

by Diſtance, and refined by long Experience; 
ſo cannot help loving you as well as ever, and 
being as partial to your Merits: receiving a 
Letter from you has been moſt agreeable to 
me, as it gives me an Opportunity to repeat 
to you (which I fincerely do) my Deſire to 
ſerve you, my Memory ſtill retaining, how 
delightfully 1 ſpent my Time at Padua and 


Rome, which I think of with infinite Plea- 


ſure. The ſeeing me at Rome is uncertain, 
nor at this Diſtance can I pretend to form a 
Judgment of your Affection. O] how 
many Things ſhall we ſay to each other? With 
how much Pleaſure ſhall we view the Dawn 
of that Day ? In the mean Time, (thank 
God) I have acquired a better State of Health 
in Flanders than | enjoyed in Italy. This 
Change of Air, Wine, Diet, or Method of 
Life, perhaps altogether, have given Birth to 


this Alteration; this damp Air is, I believe, 


better adapted to my Conſtitution. The 
Reception I meet with here, is greatly to my 
Satisfaction; and to conclude, 


Bruſſels, Auguſt Tam, &c, 
20, 1611. 


LETTER 


(2s) 
L EB T T R R IK 
To the ſame, at Modena. 


O many Things at one Time, in Proſe 

and Verſe, in Print and Manuſcript! 
Your fertile Muſe has at length taken a 
Flight into Flanders to ſing my Praiſes, in 
this pleaſant Climate; Dreams they appear to 
me. I have your Letter in my Hand, read 
your Verſes, and have the Sound of the 
Muſe's Voice in my Ears, which flatters me. 
Oh! the agreeable Letter! the ſublime 
Verſes! and pleaſing Sonnet! which I re- 
ceived at Cambray, where I now am on a 
Viſit, fo great has been my Satisfaction on 
this Occaſion, that I am no longer diſguſted 
with paſt Silence, with which you have fo 
cruelly tormented me. I am extreamly hap- 
py with your Reſolution of publiſhing your 
Works; which will without doubt ſoon 
ſpread themſelves over 1ta/y. As I mentioned 
before, I am come to Cambray, this being 
the only remaining Biſhoprick for me to 
viſit, of all the Catholick Provinces, which 
I have gone through in five Journeys, I 
have ſeen Ghent, and the famous Antwerp, 
wich the other moſt principal Cities of theſe 
Countries, have ſeen the Places, where have 
been 


been fought the moſt famous Battles ; and 


616) 
perhaps (I ſhudder at the Thoughts of it) 
have trampled on the Bones of Alexander my 
Brother, and Cornelius my Nephew, upon 


that fatal Plain, which ſerved as a Theatre 
for that remarkable Battle at Newport, a- 


midſt thoſe Shoals of Sand which the Ocean 


produces in that low Situation, in Oppoſition 
to itſelf; when I paſſed through that Coun- 
try, the Governor of Newport was with me, 


a a Soldier ot Diſtinction, who was on the Spot 
at the Time of Action, and gave me an 


accurate Relation of the Succeſs of it. Here, 
faid he, were encamped the Catholicks, and 
there the Hereticks. In this Manner our 


Forces moved, and thus the Enemy, On 


this Spot the two Armies engaged ; and here 
followed the greateſt Slaughter; here Count 
Maurice ordered all the Dutch Ships from 
the Shore, to put the Soldiers under a Ne- 
ceſſity to conquer or die; here with great 
Valour the Arch-Duke engaged ; here he 
was wounded, and was in great Danger of 
being taken Priſoner ; here at length his Army 
was routed, but with great Loſs to the Ene- 
my. By this ſo clear an Account, I could 
fancy I had been in the Battle. You may 
believe Opportunity rather than Inclination 
was wanting, or I ſhould have ſeen Holland 
in Perſon ; but however, I have in a Manner 
ſeen it, and have penetrated into the moſt 
hidden Myſteries of this new Republick of 
i 


19 
the United Provinces by Means of the moſt 
exact Information, which from ſeveral Parts 
I have endeavoured to procure; lately J ſent 
to Rome a full and exact Account of various 
Tranſactions in three Books, and thoſe divided 
into Chapters. I have endeavoured particu- 
hrly to deſcribe in the ſecond Book, with as 
much Brevity as I could, all the Succeſs of 
the late War; and for my Example in this 
Undertaking, I propoſed to myſelf Florus's 
Abridgement of the Hiſtory of Rome, at leaſt 
to imitate the Spirit and Vivacity of that Au- 
thor, as far as my weak Pen would permit. 
How often have I wiſhed I could communi- 
cate theſe my Labours to you, to have them 
improved and corrected by your Judgment, 
that I might have leſs Reaſon to fear the 
. rigorous Cenſures of others; but at this Time, 
it is impoſſible : Perhaps ſome Time hence I 
may have that Satisfaction. No more in this 
Letter, my eccleſiaſtical Duties commanding 
me elſewhere. To-morrow I ſet out for 
Douai and St. Omers, to viſit two Semina- 
ries of Engliſh. St. Omers is not above four 
Hours Journey from Calais, which is to ſay, 
in Sight of the Britiſb Channel. From 
hence I ſhall return to Cambray, and from 
that Place to my uſual Reſidence at Braſſels. 


Cambray, September J am Sir, &c. 
SES Y;- 2OFt. © HL | 
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To the ſame, at Modena. 


Could not avoid attending my Buſineſs, 
after my Return from Cambray to Bruf- 


els, ſo I was obliged to defer my Anſwer 
to your Letter for ſome Days, which with 


your Works in Print and Manuſcript, I re- 
ceived. They arrived when 1 was on my 


Journey from Dowat to St. Omers, where I 


read them ſo often over, that I almoſt de- 
ceived myſelf with the Notion that I enjoyed 


the agreeable Converſation of the Author. 


How comes it that your Genius is ſo fertile 
in fo declining an Age ! I confeſs the firſt 
Part of your Works appeared moſt copious to 
me, and I did not expect the ſecond ſhould 
be leſs ſo; and now congratulate you on 
your Muſe's Arrival to Perfection, and being 
celebrated for giving the World ſuch excellent 
Compoſitions. But let us lay Poetry aſide, 


where ſhall this Letter find you Sir, at 


Modena? or Rome? But Irather fancy the 
latter; enjoying and paſſing an agreeable mild 


Winter amidſt your Friends. I congratulate 


you upon it, but not without ſome little 
Spark of Envy, (though I am almoſt a Flan- 
der in) my Thoughts are here (and to quote 
your Works) it is ſufficient tor me, at a Diſ- 

| tance, 


. 
tance, to honour and reſpect the ſacred Para» 
diſe of Rome. I 


Bruſfls, October | Jam Sir, &c. 
22, 1611. | . 


LUBE U . 
Te the ſame, at Rome. 


T came into my Head, Sir, you would not 
1 go any more this Winter to Rome, and 
now it is confirmed to me, that thoſe white 
Tops of the Appennines in this firſt Fall of 
Snow, have frozen up your Inclination for 
travelling. How you have made me laugh 
with that Millennium which is expected to 
make the Cardinal return to Rome. We have 
no Intelligence here, that oftener varies than 
this, that you go and don't go; but in the 
End you will go, for the Motives to Glory 
are too powerful (which you extol in your 
Sonnet} in calling back the Cardinal once 
more, to undertake the Affairs of the Court 
of Rome; in the mean Time your Works 
will diſſipate the Chagrine which is occaſion- 
ed by this freſh Interruption to our Meet- 
ing; tedious the Time, many the Moun- 

tains, Plains and Years, which have divided 
ods 7 IE | us; 


Publick Service; however, Quiet reigns here 


( 20) 
us; if our Thoughts had not Wings, and our 
Pens a Language, to help us to converſe 
at this Diſtance, what would it be? To all 
which I may add the Pleaſure your agreeable 
Works have given me. The Stile appears to 
me to be Caſas, ſo copious is the Language, 


and fo weighty the Senſe ; though tis fo 


long ſince I converſed with the Poet, or theſe 
ſublime and delicate Productions, that I am 
not capable of drawing Comparifons ; here it 
is always neceſſary for me to attend public 
Affairs. Flanders from its Situation, which 
1s in the Heart of Germany, France, England 
and Holland, with the other United Provinces, 
furniſhes me with a large Field of Buſineſs. 
In my Time a Suſpenſion of Arms has been 
concluded, after a troubleſome Treaty of two 
Years. France was irritated at the Flight of 
the Prince of Conde, who was received here 


under the Protection of the King of Shain, 
and theſe Princes. Germany has been twice 
diſturbed with the Diſagreement between 


two Brothers of this Arch-Duke, With the 
King of England they found it neceſſary 
to keep up a perpetual War by the Pen and 
the Sword, but Quiet though reſtored, has 
never been ſo ſerene, but at Times ſome 
Clouds of Suſpicion have intervened to render 
it overcaſt, And at this Time there are 
weighty Affairs on the Anvil, which makes it 
requiſite to dedicate the whole Mind to the 


at 
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at preſent, which will ſtill be more ſo to me, 
having finiſhed my moſt important eccleſiaſ- 
tical Duties. Nor can tell which gives me 
molt Satisfaction in this Treaty, the fortunate 
Beginning or happy Concluſion, This is ſuf- 
ficient concerning the Things abovemention- 
ed. We have herein Bruſſels, the two Prin- 
ceſſes, Mother and Wife of the Prince of 
Conde, in their Way from Holland to Pa- 
ris: To my thinking, the youngeſt is hand- 
ſomer than ever, and more diſpoſed to ſet 
the World on Fire. But too dangerous were 
her laſt Efforts, and we in Flanders near 
being deſtroyed. by it. I wiſh this Account 
which relates to me, may afford you as much 
Pleaſure as yours did to 


Bruſſels, December 8 Sir, &c. 
3,1511. 


L N r r nn . 
To My. Paul Gualdo, af Padua, 


T is really Time after an Age of 8 
that the Day ſhould dawn, which ſhould 
ren me to your Memory. But how many 
Things were neceſſary to bring it to pals that 
TY Mon- 
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Monſieur O:temberge ſhould be made Biſhop of 
Arras, ſhould come io Flanders, paſs through 
Padua, be at your Houſe, Sir, and force a 
Letter to me, rather from your Hands than 
Inclinations. Tell me the Truth Mr. Gual- 
do. Thoſe who are at a Diſtance, remain as 
halt buried in the Memory and Affections of 
their Friends; but I thought yours to me 
of ſuch a Nature, that nothing (not even the 
frozen Sea of this northern Country) could 
have had Power enough to have abated its 
Fervor. But to return to your Letter, which 
whether freely given, or obtained by Perſua- 
ſion, was extreamly dear to me, two Days 
ago it was ſent me by the Biſhop of Arras, 
To hear of the Univerſity, of our Friends 
there, but particularly of your Health, has 
given me great Pleaſurez but how came you to 
omit mentioning the good old Pigna? Perhaps, 
he has forgot me, I always retain a grateful 
Remembrance of Padua, not of Walls, or 
the inanimate Things, but the living Part of 
that City, which continually repreſents to 
me the paſt Pleatures of tormer Years, ſpent 
there in the Converſation of my Friends, 
It ſuffices that you, Sir, defign to be a better 
Correipondent for the future. If you defire 
it, I will aniwer you, and urge you to write 
to me; in the mean Time I ſhall alway 
preſerve my former Regard for you, and 
that Eitcem which I ever had for your 


Vir- 


( wy 
Virtues ; and to conclude, I wiſh you every 
real Good. 0 


Bruſſels, Fanuary T am Sir, &c. 
22, 1612. 


"LET TEK UY 


To the Marquis Spinola, Knight of the Golden 
Fleece, Councellor of State ts his Catholick 

Majeſty, Field Marſhal and General of bis 
Army in Flanders, at Madrid, 


"OUR Excellency by Birth, and Emi- 
nence of Merit, brought with you into 
Spain the Title of Grandee, even betore his 
Majeſty conferred it on you; fo that it is no 
Wonder, if all the World agree to approve 
your Succeſs; and it really may be doubted, 
which Country has the greateſt Honour, 
Ttaly which gave your Excellency to Sparn, 
Spain which promoted you to ſuch high Dig- 
nities, or Flanders which furniſhed you with 
the Means of obtaining them. I can aſſure 
your Excellency that the Joy of this Court 
could not be greater than on this Occaſion, 
and my own cannot be expreſſed. I en- 
treat your Excellency to accept of this weak 
h C 4 Teſti- 
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Teſtimony of it; and as we may ſoon expect 


you here amongſt us, I hope I ſaall in Perſon 
make up for the Defects of this Letter. 
In the mean Time I pray to God, that he will 


grant your Excellency a happy Return, with 
every other deſirable Felicity, 


Bruſſels, April E 1 am, &c. 
10, 1612. 


—— A 


* 
* 8 5 Eg þ- 2 * 4 = 1 — 
o 


LE f ‚ r 


To the Aobot Felitiano, Secretrary to bis 
| Holineſs, at Rome. 


S you wrote to me Sir, it was certain- 
ly my Intereſt, that the Office of 
Secretary to the Pope ſhould fall into your 


Hands, after the Death of Cardinal Lan- 
Franco, of happy Memory. But J muſt pre- 


fer to all other Conſiderations your Virtues, 
which have now ſo ample a Field for diſ- 
playing themſelves; for this your Advance- 
ment I rejoice with all my Heart, and am 
now to give you the ſtrongeſt Teſtimony of it 
that I can by this Letter, and am aſhamed of 
having been prevented congratulating you be- 


fore J had received yours. I make no doubt 


from the Regard you haye hitherto ſhewn 
me, 


(25) 
me, that I may promiſe myſelf all future 
Marks of your Favour; in Return Sir, you 
will find my Eſteem and Deſire of ſervitg 
you unalterable. 


Bruſſels, May 1 am, &c. 
„ | 


LETTER It 


T Lady Sciaſſencurt, principal Lady of the 
Bedchamber to the ſerene Infants. 


Make your Afflictions my own, for you 
cannot be more ſenſibly affected by them 
than I am; therefore you will eaſily be. 
lieve that my Grief has ſympathiz'd with 
yours, for the Death of Madam Vincenta, 
now in Paradiſe ; but ſince God has called 
her to eternal Repoſe, as her examplary Life 
promiſed us, we ought to conſole ourſelves 
for our Loſs, and not envy her that Felicity, 
which it is proper we ſhould aſpire to, in 
order to render ourſelves happy. 1 would 
however comply with the Duty that- Cuſ- 
tom impoſes on ſuch an Occaſion, ih con- 
doling with you, Madam, on this Event ; 
| which 


which Ido at the ſame Time with a n 
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of Joy for her Releaſe. 


Bruſſels, May J am reſbectfully, &c. 
29, 1612. | 


1 
To the Chevalier Tedeſchi, at Verona. 
N fine, what cannot an obſtinate Importu- 


. nity effect? Here is a long Letter from me 
in ſpight of my Employments, and notwith- 


ſtanding am forced to exchange our heroic 


Exploits of Flanders for your trifling Gazettes 
of Verona. Let us then talk of ſerious Mat- 
ters, and firſt to anſwer you concerning the 
Army of Italy. We here hope that Things 
in theſe Parts will take a good turn, and that 
at length this War, which bas always been 
mixed with Negociations of Peace, will be 
converted into à real one; that at leaſt is my 
Opinion, and if I don't tell you the Truth, I 
do at Icaſt my Wiſh ; I would have Peace in 
T:aly, that our Army. in Flanders may be 
more at liberty, to make a greater Progreſs in 
Favour of the Catholick Cauſe, But of this 
Army, and the Progreſs it has made, which 
you amongſt yourſelves talk ſo much = 

What 
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what do you think of it? perhaps that Spain 
and theſe Princes are inclined to rekindle the 
War? No, really, and believe me, the Cha- 
racter I bear, and the Confidence repoſed in 
me, have furniſhed me with Opportunities 
of feeling the Pulſes of Things, and knowing 
the Crifis of theſe great Affairs. The Inſo- 
lence of the Hereticks is become intolerable, 

fince the late Proceedings at Aix le- Chapelle, 

Mulbeim and Guliers; befides other Under- 
takings not ſo manifeſt, though not leſs raſh, 
Neceſſiiy has given Motion to this Army, and 
the Goodneſs of the Cauſe has made it ſuc- 
ceed happily hitherto: We have re-eſtabliſhed 
the Catholick Government in A:x- la-Chapelle, 
have deſtroyed the Fortifications of Mulheim, 

and at the ſame Time entered into ſeveral 
Parts of the Duchy of Gu/zers; from thence 
they paſſed the Rhine, and after ſome Days 
Reſiſtance took Meſel, a large Tract of Land, 
and a Place of Importance on that River, and 
a Neſt of Hereticks, the Univerſity where 
they teach their Doctrine; in a Word, the 
Geneva of the Rhine, becauſe the Tenets of 
Calvin reign there, the Inhabitants being 
chicfly Calviniſts. This is the State of Things 
at preſent, nor is there any Deſign here of 
diſturbing them, but to introduce Quiet, 

which may be both laſting and honourable, 

In the mean Time, the Hereticks are under 
great Surprize, and what has heightened their 
Fears, is, the having {en at this Court, ups 
ON 
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on the ſetting out of the Army, the Embaſ- 
ſadors belonging to the ecleſiaſticai Electors 
of Germany, which is to ſay, almoſt all the 

Catholick League. The Spaniſh Embaſſa- 
dor and myſelf going with the Army to Aix- 
la Chapelle, on the preſent Expedition, a- 
larmed them greatly, and the Panic con- 
tinues ſtill, and makes them apprehend it is a 
Confederacy of all the Catholick Powers, 
united in Appearance, in Favour of Neuburg, 
but in reality for the utter Deſtruction of all 
the heretical Faction. The Truth is, that on 
our Part we were willing to ſupport New- 
burg after he had declared himſelf a Catho- 
lick, and to ſuppreſs the Confidence of the 
Hereticks, who had already in Idea devour- 
ed the Empire, and got into their Hands the 
eccleſiaſtical States bordering upon the Rhine, 
particularly thoſe belonging to the Electors. 
How great a Part the Authority of his Holi- 
neſs has had in this Work, is known to the 
reſt of his Miniſters as well as myſelf ; though 
I acknowledge myſelf the leaſt capable, yet 
not the leaſt fortunate, and I have been 
obliged in this Conjuncture, to treat of Mat- 
ters of the utmoſt Conſequence, and to have 
a Hand in various Undertakings, fome relating 
to War, and ſome to Peace; but not diſ- 
agreeing in Effect, becauſe it is pretended 
the Army is to eſtabliſh a profound Tran- 
quility, which I hope (through the divine 

Favour) will be the Caſe, I fay I ought 
not 
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not to eſteem myſelf leſs lucky, when 1 
conſider, that beſides the Treaty of Peace, 
I have ſeen this Army formed, and taking 
the Field, marching in Order of Battle, and 
that upon their Swords and Pikes, and in 


the Mouths of their Cannons, they carried 


the Execution of the imperial Mandate a- 
gainſt the Hereticks of Aix-la-Chapelle ; 
but no more, for already this Letter is of 
too great a Length, and I have been too 
tedious in relating the Succeſſes of this our 
military Shore of Flanders. I will then re- 
aſſume my Character of Nuncio, and leave 
to you that of Gazetteer, I wiſh you every 
real Content, 


Bruſſels, September And am, &c. 
30, 4016.---- | 


LPT TR KXxvL 
To the Marquis Spinola, at Weſel. 


Y OUR Excellency has ſhewed your 
great Valour by the Conqueſt of Weſel, 
which has given the Catholick League freſh 
Obligations to you. I congratulate your 
Excellency upon this your late important 
Succeſs in the beſt Manner I am capable, as 

one 
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„ 
one partioularly intereſted in your Glory, 
and obliged for many Reaſons to wiſh Proſ- 
perity to that Army, which is to defend ſo 
good a Cauſe. May it pleafe the Almighty 


_ every Day to ſecond your Endeavours, that 


your Excellency, who with ſuch Expedition 
formed and conducted the Army againſt the 


Enemy, may ſtill be the Inſtrument by 


which the Catholick Religion in theſe Parts, 


may receive freſh Vigour, as much as in 


Reaſon ſhe ought againſt the Impiety of the 
Hereticks. I immediately tranſmitted to his 
Holineſs an Account of thoſe Particulars, 


to which I myſelf was Witneſs, during the 


Time, that 1 had the Honour to ſerve as a 
Soldier under your Excellency, at Aix-la- 
Chapelle. I ſhall now ſend to his Holineſs, 
the Advices I receive from others, concern- 
ing the happy Progreſs of your Arms, but 
particularly that which made publick Fame 
reſound with your Praiſes, To conclude, 


Bruſſels, September | Tam, &c. 
12, 1014. 


LETTER 
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E 
To Cardinal D Eſte, at Modena. 


H A T you might, Sir, ſafely arrive in 
Spain, and be ſpeedily Gſpatched from 
thonee again, to return into Ira, no Bod 
more fervently withed than I did, or does 
more fincerely rejoice to find o happily 
effected. 1 congratulate you with all the Af- 
fection I am capable of, for this your Succeſs; 
but above all, that your fingular Merit has 
been ſo amply diſplayed at that Court; that 
| beſides the particular Accounts J have had 
of it from my Lord of Capua, in our uſual 
| Correſpondence, Reports thereof have flown 
upon the Wings of publick Fame, that you, 
Sir, cannot defire more noble Marks of it; 
may it pleaſe Providence to crown your pre- 
ſent Proſperity, with the Succeſſion of a thou- 
ſand fortunate Events, long to preſerve to 
your ſerene Houſe that Ornament beſtowed 
on it in your illuſtrious Perſon. 


Bruſſels, November Ian, &c. 
I, 1614. 


LETTER 
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1 TT E R Nx 


To the Lady Frances Clarus, Embaſſadreſs 
from Spain, at Prague, . 


11 ON G before this, I knew that one of 
/ the Things moſt deſired by his Holi- 
ncis the Pope, was to have Don Baldaſſare 
D' Zunica in Rome, Embaſſador from his 
Catholick Majeſty, ſo that I make no doubt, 
but that his Holineſs's Satisfaction, will be 
great as his Deſires were for this Event. A- 
midſt the publick Conſequences which have 
rendered this Election ſo full of Applauſe, 
my private Conſiderations ſhould not take 
Place, but it is natural for me upon my own 
Account, being always favoured by your 
Excellency, in the moſt obliging Manner; 
and not leſs by Don Baldaſſare, though at a 
Diſtance, I congratulate your Excellency 
with all my Soul, and take it for granted, 
you will be ſo well pleaſed with your Refi - 
dence at Rome, that you will not regret 
leaving Prague. In the mean Time, I ſhall 
be the Forerunner of your Excellencies Ar- 
rival, being to quit this Court very ſoon, and 
ſhall endeavour to give that Account of your 
Merits which I ought, though I am afraid 
ſo imperfectly, that they will be rather glanced 
5 : at 
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at, than expreſſed, To conclude with zreat 


Reſpect, L wiſh you all deſirable Happi- 


neſs, Ce. 


Bruſſels, September 
26, 1615. 


1. E T T E R XX. 


To the Lady Catherine Livia, Countef of 


Firſtemberg, at Bruſſels. 


HAT I ſhould not ſpeak ill of Ger- 
many, why not? Bad Roads, and 
Leagues without End, continually aſcending 
and deſcending, paſſing a thouſand Rivers, 
amidſt a thouſand Dangers, with Snow up 
to one's Knees, a Wind that fleas the Skin 
off, and yet! muſt not ſpeak ill of Germany? 
Impoſing Inns, dirty Landladies, ſtinking 
Stoves, Wine drawn from the Lees, Food 
full of Spice, and yet I muſt not ſpeak ill of 
Germany? Sometimes lodged amongſt Ca/- 
diniſis, ſometimes amongſt Lutherans, not 
to be able to ſay Maſs, or hear it upon the 
greateſt Feſtival; travel a thouſand Days 
without ſeeing a Town of Note, yet ſhall I 
not have the Liberty to ſpeak ill of Ger many? 
Neverthelck, do not 190 eaſily credit all T 

D write. 
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write to yon, for I have not ſtuck to Facts 


in any Thing I have related, 1 could not 


help giving you this ridiculous Account, for 
methinks, at that Inſtant of Time, I ſet med 


to be jeſting amidſt our uſual Converſations 


at Bruſſels, and to perſonate the Courtier, in- 
ſtead of the Traveller, which ſui:ed me beſt. 
I unſay it all then: I found paſſable Roads, 


tolerable Leagues, happily paſſed the Rhine 


and the Danube, commodious Inns, lovely 
Hoſteſſes, who, according to the Cuſtom of 
their Country, would join Company with 
me at Table, Stoves giving an agreeable 
Warmth, Rheniſh and Necker Wines with 


2 good Flavour, Lutherans and Calviniſts, 


both equally good Livers, as to Eating and 
Drinking. Theſe are the Inconveniences, that 


to this Time I have ſuffered in Germany, 
which I muſt bear with, till my Arrival in 


Ttaly; ſince from henceforward, all the 
Country which I am to paſs, will be Catho- 
licks. 7 now find myſelf at Auſburg, and 
hitherto (God be thanked) have performed 
my Tourney proſperouſly, I paſſed the 
Rhine « Spire, a City more renowned than 
beautiſul. I paſſed the Danube at Uim, in- 
deed a delightful City, which, greatly pleaſed 

me. Eat Auſburg has ſomething in it very 
ſuperb, in the Buildings, Streets and Inhabi- 
tants, aid I believe Germany has not a finer 
Toveu than this; here I ſhall reſt To-Mor- 
row, ad then purſue my Journey towards 
Infbruck, 
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Inſpruck, praying God to ſend you all Hap- 


pineſs. 


Auſburg, January 


11, 1616. 


TRV 
To Cardinal Ubaldini, at Paris. 


LREADY Sir, you mult be ſenſible 
of the Joy I felt in my Heart, when 
I heard of your Promotion to the Cardinal's 
Hat, the Affections I ſhewed in my private 
Occurrences at Rome, and afterwards in Pub- 
lick, during the long Stay you have made in 
France, and in Flauders, may fully teſtify, 
without the Expreſſions of this Letter, the 
particular Pleaſure I take in this your new 
Dignity. Glory has been returned you with 
| Intereſt, your late Promotion being deferred 
till this Time, How many Accidents have 
fince happened in France? how great have 
been the Diſturbances, and how ſucceſsful 
have you been, Sir, in the publick Service, 
and with how much Applauſe have you ac- 
quired that Honour, which you before merit- 
ed from your conſummate Worth ? J had an 
Account of your Promotion on the Inſtant of 


2 my 
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my Departure from Flanders, which was the 
Middle of laſt Month; and if it mortified me 
at firſt, not returning into Italy by France, 
it much more chagrined me afterwards, that 
it was not permitted me perſonally, Sir, to 
pay my Devoirs to you. I brought my Cre- 
dentials from his Holineſs the Pope, to the 
King of France, alſo Letters from Cardinal 
Borgheſe; but the Neceſſity of my ſetting out 
made me reſolve to turn towards Germany. 
I determined to travel in my Coach, to ſhun 
in this inclement Seaſon, the Alps of Switzer- 
land, and that immenſe Ladder of Sr. Go- 

thard. Till this Time I have not had Con- 
veniences to write, ſo that I take this Oppor- 
tunity which offeis to me at Auſburg, to 
congratulate you moſt affectionately on your 
being created a Cardinal, not doubting but 
your Virtues will appear as conſpicuous on the 


Theatre of Rome, as they have done in ſo 


many Occurrences in the Afﬀairs of France, 
Now to return te myſelf, To-morrow I ſet 
out from Auſburg, and from thence proceed 
to Ferrara to tee my Friends, and thoſe be- 
longing tome, Afterwards, with all poſſible 
Expedition ſhall go to Rome, to pay my Re- 
ſpects to my Patrons, and take a View of the 
Court, I lay take a View of it; becauſe, in 
ſo many Years of Abſence, ſo many Changes 
muſt have happened, that the Rome J ſhall 
find, will not ſeem the Rome | left; there 
I hope ſoon to have the Opportunity of ſeeing 
and 
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and ſerving you, and of enjoining your uſual 
Favour : Hitherto I have had a more agreea- 
ble Journey, than I expected; little Ice and 
les Snow, and to this Time no great Oc- 
caſion for Stoves; the leaſt Part remains, 
God grant it may not be the moſt difficult, 
I wiſh you Sir, all Felicity. 


Auurg January 
| „1610. 


, T E R An 
To ths Biſhop f rate. 
HOUGH I did not Jefigtt to take 


my Pen, it would naturally come in my 
Way; becauſe ] have Occaſion to complain 
of your cruel Silence? Shall l write to you, 
but receive no Anſwer; what is become of 
your former Regard for me, and that Inter- 
courſe of Friendſhip we aſed to have? From 
Bruſſels 1 lately wrote you two Letters, com- 
municating to you my Requeſt of being re- 
called, which I have obtained, and already 
Iam at Jem, which is to fay, almoſt at the 
Gates of Feltre. To-morrow I embark up- 
on the Adige, and hope in a Day and a Half 
that rapid River will convey me to Verona. 


D 3 How 
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How much am I concerned to find, that our 
Friend Teaeſchi's Confinement is not at an 
End, that we cannot enjoy his Company. 
What ſtrange Events this World produces 
every Day, either in ourſelves or Friends. 
Cardinal Madruzzi I have not met with, 
he being at Riva. It I was at Liberty, and 
the Seaton better, not all the Chains in your 
Arſenal of Venice ſhould keep me from Feltre. 
Imagine this Letter the lively Image of my- 
ſelf, J ſincerely embrace you, and beg to 

have ſome Account of you after ſo long a 
Separation, and ſince we cannot converſe per- 
ſonally, attend me at leaſt with your Inclina- 
tions, and in Return I ſhall be wholly yours. 
I conclude this, with all the Reſpect due to 
your Character, and which J, more than any 
Body, owe to you. To ſum up all, I with 
you happy, and remain, * 


Trent, fFanuary 1 &c. 
21, 1616. | 


LETTER 
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r 
To Mr. Querengo, at Rome. 
Am now at the Gates of Tah, for To- 


day I am arrived at Tren?, having hitherto, 
thank God, happily performed my Journey. 


I received your Letter at Bruſſels, delivered 


to me by the Secretary of his Excellency Mr. 


Bari, my Succeſſor, which I had upon the 
Inſtant of my Departure: But amidſt the 
Multiplicity of Affairs, though I frequently 


deſigned to take my Pen, I was always inter- 
rupted. I anſwer it now with a Flemiſh 
Hand, not being yet quite in Tray; your 
Impatience to ſee me, is due to the Regard I 
have for you, and the Deſire I have for an 
Interview, that I may have the Pleaſure and 
Improvement of your Converſation, Now 
to ſpeak of my Works, I confeſs 1 am in a 
particular Manner ambitious of your Appro= 
bation, that I may merit it from others. But 
to return to my Journey, which could not 
have been more ſucceſsful, having ſcarce ſeen 
the hoary Family of Winter; ſo inconſidera- 
ble have been the Ice, Snow, Rain, and 
Wind, a Winter in Idea only; but I hare a 
Chilneſs over my Heart at leaving Ces, 
that is to ſay, thoſe excellent 3 and 
Miniſters, worthy of ſo great Eſteem, chat 
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Country, to which I had been accuſtomed 
for many Years, and an infinite Number of 


Friends who ſhawed the utmoſt Tenderneſs 


at my Departure, which equally affected 
me. To-Morrow (God willing) I fhall 
travel towards Verona. I performed my 
Journey through Germany in my Coach; 
and am arrived at that Part which divides 
Lorain from Switzerland, joining to Italy. 
By the Way of Luxembourgh I came from 
Flanders, paſſed through the Cities of Sprre, 
Ulm, pf and Inſpruck, till at laſt I am 
arrived at Trent, But no more now, the 


Teſt by Word of Mouth. Already I view 


Rome with deſiring Eyes, and embrace you, 
Sir, with all my Soul, and to conclude, I 
wiſh you the trueſt Content, 


Treas, Nane 


23, 1616. 


L EB 7 T. R XXIV. 
N af 
7; RA Medici, at F lorence, 


- OU3 Excellency was formed for 
Grastneſe, and the Dignity of a Car- 
dinal, will from you, receive more Luſtre 
than 


(4) 

than it can poſſibly beſtow, ſo that it was 
no Wonder if your Promotion was attended 
with uncommon Applauſe. I that always 
profeſſed myſelf fo devoted to your ferene 
Houſe, come now with humble Affection, 

to congratulate your being placed in ſo emi- 
nent a Rank, beſeeching God that it may be 
as happy to you as beneficial to the Church, 

and College. At the fame Time, I adviſe 
you, Sir, of my Return from Flanders to 
Italy, and beg your Excuſe, that from the 
Hurry and Fatigue of my Journey, 1 was 
prevented paying this my Duty ſooner. = 


Ferrara, February Fam, &c. 
8, 1010. 1 8 Os 


. 
To Cardinal Gonzaga, at Mantua. 


N Flanders, with ſingular Pleaſure I paid 
my Reſpects to you, Sir, when with the 

ſerene Duke your Father, of glorious Me- 
mory, you paſſed through thoſe Countries 
when you was deſigned rather for the mili- 
tary, than ecclefiaſtical Profeflion ; your Pro- 
motion to a Cardinal's Hat is to the great 
Satisfaction of his Holineſs, and Honour to 
the 


1 SK. 
0 the ſacred College. Permit me to con- 
gratulate you upon it, and to aſſure you, my 
private Joy unites with the Publick, and that 
no Body fees with greater Pleaſure, this Union 
of high Rank, with illuſtrious Blood. I en- 
treat you to excuſe my not paying my Re- 
ſpects ſooner ; but I was not informed of this 
Event till 1 arrived at Ferrara, in my Way 
to Rome, from Flanders, I pray God to 
grant you every other Grandeur and Happi- 
neſs, and humbly remain, e 


Ferrara, February 


8, 1616. 


* 


L E T T E R XII. 


To Father Francis Riviero, of the Order of St. 
Dominick, Spaniſh Preacher to his Ca- 
tholick Majeſty, and to their ſerene High- 
neſſes of Flanders, 5 


"TT O-day I am arrived at Rome, and 
was deſirous of giving you immediate 

Advice of it. Thanks be to God, I am in 
perfect Health, after a long Journey, and a 
ſevere Seaſon for travelling ; nevertheleſs, 
I ſtill ſeem to be ſhut up amongſt the Stoves 
of Germany; and can fancy my Coach till 
dancing 
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dancing amidſt the Alps of the Tirole; tho 


the Weather and Journey have been more 
favourable than I expected, as J have re- 
marked to you in my former Letters. To- 

morrow I hope to kiſs his Holineſs's Feet, 
and to pay my Reſpects to his Eminency 
Cardinal Borgheſe. When] have more Lei- 
ſure, I ſhall pay my Compliments to the reſt 
of the Court, which 1 find very much 
changed, though it is too early to form any 
Judgment of it, being newly arrived. Receive 


then, reverend Father, this firſt Token of 


my Reſpect. Does it not appear to you, as 
. owing, to the Subtlety of Love, that I have 
ſtolen this Time, from a thouſand other Oc- 
cupations to dedicate to you. I here expect- 
ed to find Letters from you, but either my 
Calculation of Time, or my Impatience has 
deceived me. Pray make my humble Re- 
ſpects to the Father Confeſſor of the ſerene 
Arch-Duke. I wiſh you Sir, every deſirable 


Rome, March 
26, 1616. 


LETTER 


body 
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7 0 the ſame, at Bruſſels | 


Feit yout Letter, and though later 
than I expected, yet not with leſs Plea- 
ſure. 1 am extreamly rejoiced the new Nuncio 
has made ſo good a Beginning, and I hope his 
Succefſes will increaſe. Indeed, I have Reaſon 
to believe they will retain ſome ſmall Rememe 
brance of me, having ſo long reſided in that 
Country, being more a Flanderbin than an 
Talian; the Chevalier Mato came to ſee 
me, immediately upon my Arrival here. 
Imagine to 7 whether we did not talk 
of Flanders, and whether this Meeting did 
not recall to my Memory many Objects there; 
but for this Time let us quit them. I was 
received very graciouſly by his Holineſs and 
his Eminency Cardinal Borgheſe, nor can I 
expreſs the Satisfaction they both ſhewed for 
my paſt Services, which makes me hope, I 
am not to be left in a State of Inaction, 
ſhould a new Occaſion offer of employing 
me. Already two Things are talked of; 
that of Nuncio in France, which muſt 8 
be filled up, the other to Germany, that being 
looked upon as vacant, the preſent Nuncio 
having frequently deſired to be recalled, 
The Deſigns of the iacred College are difficult 

| to 
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to penetrate, but thoſe of the Court (who 

ſometimes chuſe before the Prince) have, 
I find, pitched upon me for one of theſe Em- 
ployments. In Germany, the Cold, the Stoves, 
and Method of Diet, give me more Fears 
than the Negociations; on the. contrary, in 
France, th: Perplexity of publick Affairs will 
be my greateſt Dithiculty, During the many 
Years I have lived in Flanders, I have ob- 


ſerved nothing upon that neighbouring Shore 


but Storms, Shipwrecks, and Diſturbances, 
which continually agitate the French Ocean; 
beſides which, that King is a Minor, or ſcarce 
out of his Minority, and conſequently the 
Government wavering, or in manifeſt Dan- 
ger of it ; theretore, I have Reaſon to fear, 
embarking upon a Sea, which from its natu- 
ral Diſpoſition, when moſt calm, is liable to 
be ruffled by every freſh Gale of Wind. The 
Nunciature of Spain we have little Reaſon 
to hope for, as they will not (in all Probabili- 
ty) change their Miniſter for ſome Time; 
but rather than be idle, any Employment 
would be agreeable, much more either of the 
abovementioned, which are as honourable, 

as any in the Gift of the holy See. In the 
mean Time, the Method of living at Rome, 


is highly diſagreeable to me; ſo different is it 


from the Liberty I enjoyed in Hlanders: Here 
frequent Viſits, with perpetual Attendance on 
Court, allow no Leiſure for Sleep, or neceſ- 
ſary Refreſhment but what is catched by 
Stealth, 
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Stealth. The Wine is ſweet, and rather 
luſcious, than pleaſant ; the Air is groſs and 
heavy; the Hours of Converſation are few; it 
is in ſhort, a Servitude without Intermiſſion, 
and quite a different Life to what I have 
been uſed to. But what is yet worſe, not to 
enjoy thoſe cooler Summers of Flanders, with 
the agreeable Outlets about Bruſſe/s, But 
no more now, only my uſual Reſpects to our 
Father Confeſſor. And to conclude, I wiſh 
you, venerable Father, every real Good, &c. 


Rome, April 


L E T T E R XXVII. 
To the ſame, at Bruſſels. 


Write this to you, venerable Father, in a 

State of Recovery, rather than perfect 
Health. By other Letters from my Secretary, 
you muſt have had an Account of my Indiſ- 
poſition : Now I am to inform you, that I 
have recovered ſome Degree of Health, though 
ſtill very weak. I was always afraid of the 
Air, and Manner of Life; the Heats were no 
fooner began, than I found in myſelf a great 
Alteration, my Blood being greatly inflamed ; 
it 
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it ended in a Fever. Oh! what ſevere Thirſt 
have I ſuffered, and reſtleſs Nights; but 
provided I do not relapſe, I ſhall willingly 
forget my paſt Complaints. How much have 
I wiſhed during my Illneſs, to have enjoyed 
the Pleaſure of your Converſation, and fre- 
quently the Sound of your harmonious Ser- 
mons, have ſeemingly ecchoed in my Ears ; 
too ſhort, methinks they were, when at the 
longeſt, and full of Sweetneſs, even when they 

darted Sentences full of Terror. In my fleep- 
leſs Nights I frequently called to Mind, our 
Journies from Antwerp, Cambray, &c. par- 
ticularly that military Expedition with the 
Army, when we. ſo ſeverely chaſtiſed the 
Hereticks of Aix- le Chapelle, together with 
our other agreeable, and more domeſtick Re- 
creations at Bruſſels. But to return to Rome, 
and my preſent Affairs. I ſee your Impa- 
tience, and ſincerely confeſs mine to you, with 
Regard to the Court; I ſhould have already 
been Nuncio beyond the Alps, and not upon 
the Banks of the Ter, but Employments 
come from the Miniſtry, and not from the 
Court, which is often miſtaken in its 
Predictions. From the true Oracle, then, we 
mult ſeek for the Diſcovery of this Myſtery, 
concerning the two Employments I mention- 
ed in my laſt Letter. In the mean Time, 
happen what will, my Mind is prepared, I 
wrote to our Father Confeſſor from Spire, 
but have not had an Anſwer. Pray enquire 


| 
| | (48) — 
| if my Letter was delivered to him. I did 


iſ not address him again, thinking it the ſame 


it | | to write to you, I beſeech God to preſer ve 
{il | you both, 
| | 
i | Rome, 7 une | And am, &c. 
| 
| A —  ——_ ——————— — — — — 
11 
ll; LE r 
1 | Jo the ſame, at Bruſſels, 
T0 


T laſt this Riddle is explained, and 
I am nominated Nuncio to France, 
and already my Thoughts are out of Traly. 
I am ſure that you, Sir, together with the reſt 
of my Friends and Acquaintance in your 
Country, would rather I was in Spain, as it 
Happened to his Eminency, Cardinal Caraſa, 
my Predeceſſor in Flanders; but that Nuncia- 
ture will not be diſpoſed of for ſome Time: 
As to the reſt, there are in each of theſe Cha- 
raters, various Opportunities of ſerving the 
Church. It is highly advantageous to have 
the two Crowns ſtrongly united by this In- 
ter- marriage; I ſhall carry no Sentiments but 
thoſe of my Prince, nor can his be any other 
than as a common Father to all, which to 
this Time he has demonſtrated, having al- 
ways 
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ways moſt ardently wiſhed to ſee this Union 
productive of Happineſs to Religion, and 
Peace to Chriſtianity, His Excellency Y:/- 


conti, a Milaneſe Prieſt of great Quality, and 


Expectations, is appointed Nuncio to the 
Court of Germany, I wait the cool Seaſon 


for my Departure from hence, which cannot 


be ſooner than the Beginning of Seprember ; 

already I wiſh to be out of Rome, ſo much 
am I in dread of this Air, particularly now 
in Tuly, when the Sun does not burn, 


but parches one; ſo that Lam ever afraid of 


ſome freſh Attack of my Diſorder, which 
may be more dangerous than the ficit, but let 


us lay aſide bad Omens, when 1 quit this 


Place, I ſhall let you know, and what Sort of 
Journey I have. I would gladly embark 
aboard the Gallies of Civetta Vecchia tor 

Marſeilles, to experience a little Sea-Sickneſs, 

after dancing upon the Mountains. But fear 
I-hall not be able to get a Paſſage, and that 
I muſt meaſure the Alps of Savoy, as I did 
thoſe of Switzerland, and the Tirole; but 
fince it will be my Fate to be fo near Flan- 
ders, who khows but ſome Opportunity may 


offer of ſeeing. you at Paris, or thereabouts, 


I know that you on your Part, would willing- 
1y indulge this Hope ; I underſtand the Duke 


of Monteleone (who conducted the new- 


married Qyeen to her Huſband in France) 
will remain there, to tranſact the Affairs of 


his moſt Catholick Majelty,. with the moſt 
| E Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian King; every Body tells me, he is a 
Man remarkably good, polite and brave, in- 
deed the Nature of his Employment, demon- 
ſtrates his Pre-eminence of Merit, which I re- 
Joice at; becauſe of the Intereourſe we muſt 
have in publick Affairs; nor can I expreſs the 
Satisfaction I feel, in ſeeing his Excellency Fer- 
dinand Buyſcor, newly arrived from his Em- 
baſſy in England, now Embaſſador from their 
Higbneſſess 5 to the King of France, Oh! how 
many Things ſhall we ſay to each other, but 
of Flanders the moſt, not a little concerning 
yourſelf ; who, though at a Diſtance, will 

notwithſtanding be preſent at all our Meet- 
ings in Idea. With my humble Os to the 
Father Confeſſor, I remain, 


Rome, Fuly, 5 Sir, &c. 
15, 1016. 


* * 
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To his Eminency Cardinal Ludoviſio, after- 
wards Pope Gregory XV. at Pavia, 


I Was paſſing through Bolognia in my Way 
to my Nunciature in France, when the 
Account came that you, Sir, was created a 
Cardinal, I perſonally congratulated the 
Count your Brother upon it, and deferred 

my 
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my Compliments to yourſelf, till I came to 


Ferrara; but no ſooner was I arrived hers 
than I relapſed into the ſame Indiſpoſition 


1 had at Rome. Now that (through the di- 


vine Providence) I find myſelf recovered, I 
rejoice with you, Sir, in the moſt reſpectful 
Manner, upon ſeeing you exalted to that 
Dignity, that was due to you before; for 
your worthy Performances in Rome, and for 
thoſe you afterwards, ſo happily executed in 
Bolognia, which has demonſtrated to the Pub- 
lick, the Greatneſs of your Merit, and that 
you deſerved the Reward before you received 
it. At the ſame Time, Sir, I am to give you 

an Account that I am departing from hence 


to continue my Journey, during which I ſhall 


endeavour to have a perſonal Meeting with 


you, to have particular Inſtructions, (agreeae 


ble to my Order at Rome) concerning the 
Affairs of Lombardy, as you ſhall judge moſt 


proper, for thoſe Duties expected from me 


for the publick Service, whilſt I am in France. 
God grant you . is the conſtant 
Prayer of, | 


Ferrara, October Sir, &c, 
27, 1616. 
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LETTER XXX: 
To the Biſhop d' Albengi, at Rome, 
\ T length Impatience has prevailed, and 


now ] confeſs to you, reverend Sit, why 
1 left Ferrara, before I was in a Condition to 


leave it. But I ſhould never have been cured 
under the Obſcurity of that Sky, and in that 


Shell of Weeds and Mud. I embarked u 


the Po, but foon repented of it; ſeeming 


rather to go backwards, than forwards; fo 
long and tedious was this Voyage, againſt Tide, 

fo that I was impatient, till I landed at Gual- 
tieri. There, 1 continued three Days, with 


the Marquis my Brother, to get a little Reſt 


and Strength, by which I was heartened and 


prog my ſourney by Land. In two Days 


reached Cremona, in two more Pavia, and 


in one and a half Caſale of Monferrato; this I 
performed in a Litter, belonging to the Duke 
of Guaſtalla. In that Place, I paid my 
Compliments to the Duke of Mantua, who 
was arrived there the Day before. After this 


] went to Tino, ſeven Miles off, ſtayed there 
one Day only, 1n the ſame Houſe with Car- 
dinal Logovifio, and his Excellency Mr. 


| Bethune, Embaſſador extraordinary from 
France, on the Occaſion of the Treaty, 


which is in their Hands, which they com- 
municated 
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municated to me, And the Governor of 
Milan, about a Mile from thence, whom I 
viſited, talked to me a great while upon it. 
Thus, having complied with what was ex- 
pected from me at this Meeting, I pioceed- 


ed towards Turin, where I arrived in a Day 


and a half, being juſt come this Day the 16th, 
So much for my Journey; as to my Recovery 


J can now fay I am well. I find myſelf. 


ſtronger ; have recovered my Sleep, Appetite, 
and Chearfulneſs of Temper, ſo there is no- 
thing now wanting, but a little more Fleſh, 
which I hope to gain before 1 paſs the Alps; 
they begin to whiten but are not yet covered 


with Snow; fo that the paſſing them now is 


not difficult ; indeed, hitherto the Seaſon has 
been extreamly favourable for Travelling. 
The Duke is not at Turin, his Highneſs is 
* to Maſſino, twenty Miles from this 
lace, where be is to meet his Eminency 
Cardinal Ludoviſio, and his Excellency Mr, 
Bethune; as to the reſt, all the Countries, 
through which J paſſed, from Montferrato 
to this Capital, are in Arms, though they 
talk of Peace with great Warmth ; but ma- 
ny are the Obſtacles. May it pleaſe God 
to reſtore to 1raly, its former Quiet, other- 
wiſe my Reſidence in France, will be attend- 
ed with an infinite deal of Trouble in the Be- 
ginning. I ſhall ſtay here all To-mo:row, 
I am the Gueſt of the Nuncio, who treats 
me with ſingular Regard. In cight or ten 

E 3 Days, 


* 
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Days, I hope to reach Lyons: In the mean 
Time keep me in your Memory, which I 
ſhall exchange with equal Affection. Follow 
me with your Inclinations into France, and 
mine ſhall attend you into Italy, 


Turin, November Ian, &c. 
16, 1616, 


JJ 
To his Eminency Cardinal Leni, at Rome. 


T is certain, I have been too negligent in 

giving an Account of myſelf to you, Sir, 
fince I left the Court; but my Indiſpoſition 
at Ferrara, will, I hope, be a ſufficient Ex- 
cuſe. I was ſcarce arrived there, when I re- 
lapſed, though my Diſorder was rather tedious 
than dangerous; I lingered above a Month 
betore I recovered, At length (through the 
divine Favour) I renewed my Journey, and 
| hitherto, it has been very ſucceſsful, for I 
could not have wiſhed for milder Weather, 
or better Roads; I paſſed through the State 
of Milan, and after — quit of the military 


Buſtles of Lombardy, came to Turin, and 
aſcended the Alps with much Pleaſure, and 
already am got to Lyons, where J am enter- 

tained 
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tained by the Biſhop. I was carried over 
Mount Cenis in a Chair by Men, more re- 
ſembling wild Goats than human Creatures, 
they go upon the Rocks as if they were plain 
Ground ; are inured to all Sorts of Weather, 
which though ever ſo ſevere to others, ſigni- 
fies nothing to them, My Regard for you, 
Sir, and your great Goodneſs to me, make me 
hope, this ſhort Relation I have given you of 
my Health and Journey, will yield you ſome 
Pleaſure, 


| Lyons, November Jam, &c. 
29, 1616. 


ö 


1 r T n wu 
To Mr. Pallavicino, at Rome. 


Was deſirous of writing to you on my 


Journey, and upon my Arrival at Paris; 


but various Interruptions prevented me ſo 
long, till at laſt your obliging Favour came to 
Hand. That you was affected with a real 
Concern for my Relapſe, I am truly ſenſible; 


ſo much did you ſeem to love, and eſteem me 


at Rome. But already I am in France, and 
(God be thanked) tolerably well, have had 
as good a Journey as I could deſire, and was 


— 


CE). 

very graciouſly received by their Majeſties, 
and found the Affairs of this Kingdom pretty 
quiet. But the Diſpoſition of People both 
within and without the Court, cannot be 
more agitated ; fo that it muſt be a Miracle, 
if ſome great Alteration does not happen; 
they are familiar to France, which in twelve 
hundred Years of Monarchy, has been ac- 
cuſtomed to Froubles. Diſturbances and 
Quiet alternately take place in other Nations; 
but in this, the latter has no Being, or dies as 
ſoon as born. Now there will not be Matter 
wanting to facilitate our Correſpondence, be- 
tween the Affairs of Frauce and Flanders. 


Paris, February Yours, &c. 
I, 161%. 


—— — — 1 


rn 
To Count Hanibal Manfredi, at Rome. 


HE Troubles in France muſt before 
now have excuſed my Silence to you, 

Sir, I arrived at Paris when theſe Diſturban- 
ces were forming, The Tumults increaſed, 
and nothing was heard but Arms, and it 
ſeemed as if every Thing was to be turned 
upſide down. The military Tragedies which 
— were 
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were expected in this Kingdom, were af- 
terwards converted into melancholly Scenes 
at Court. In the preſent State of Things 
there is ſome Degree of Quiet, which makes 
me take my Pen to rectify paſt Omiſſions. 

I continued to recover my Health by travel- 
ling, as I remarked to you in my former 
Letters, and Paris has confirmed it; for I 
have here found my friendly Climate of Flan- 

ders, there being very little Difference in the 
Air, In Paris J enjoy the fame Breezes I 
did at Bruſſels, and now the June of France, 
is like the April of Italy; as to the reſt, the 
Nation, Court, and their Cuſtoms vary 
greatly. The firſt Month of my Reſidence 
in Flanders, gave me as thorough an Inſight 
into their Method of Life, as I could acquire 

during the nine Years I continued there ; 
here no two Days bear the leaſt Reſemblance; 
there, Regularity reigns ; here, the reverle ; 
there they err in being too ſlow ; here, in be- 
ing too haſty ; and the Contraſt is the tame 
throughout. But all Courts, and all Nations 
have their Mecits, and their Faults ; and who- 
ever is a publick Miniſter, muſt conform to 
the Humours of the Place he is at. France 
1s ever productive of Novelty; for in this my 
firſt Month, ſuch ſtrange Revolutions he ve 
happened as are almoſt incredible; in an 
Inſtant the whole Kindom in an uproar, and 
all in Factions, under various Pretences; the 
Principals of theſe were, Concini and — Af 
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d Ancre, another Party were the Dukes Nevers, 
du Maine, and Vendome, and other Perſons of 
Diſtinction headed the reſt ; alſo the Hugo- 
nots who, amidſt the Diſcords of the Catholick 
Body, always ſeek to augment their own he- 
retical Factions. But the King was reſolved 
to be King, and the royal Authority has pre- 
vailed every where; and to ſay the Truth, 
here, they could no longer ſupport the Pride 
and Arrogance of the Marſhal & Ancre; ſc that 
at laſt, France was reſolyed to have the Blood 
of this Victim, and at all Hazards to make 

him a Sacrifice. In what Manner it happened, 
together with the ſhocking Incidents attending 
that Execution, the Account muſt be al- 
ready ſpread over Italy, though not perhaps 
ſo immediately reach Rome, I ſuffered fo 
much in ſeeing it, that I could not relate it 
without Horror! This Cataſtrophe could not 
be unexpected at Rome, as I have often writ 
it as my Opinion, that the Oppreſſions of d 
Ancre, could not to all Appearance laſt long; 
and that the higher his Ambition raiſed him, 
the greater would be his Fall. In this Manner 
ended the Greatneſs of Concini; and it is be- 
lieved his Wife will meet the ſame Fate : 
It being ſuppoſed, ſhe will ſoon be executed 
by Order of the Parliament, in ſome publick 
Part of Paris, nor is it poſſible to ſay how 
much the Memory of them is abhorred ; the 
Separation between the King and his Mother, 
being attributed to them. The Queen Mo- 
| ther, 
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ther, who,withconſummate Prudence knew as 


well how to lay aſide Royalty, as to ſuſtain 
the Weight of a Kingdom, has judged it 
proper to retire to Blois, there to continue; 
but it is to be hoped alittle Time will re- 
unite their Majeſties, and manifeſt her Vir- 

tues. In the mean while, the King has 

taken the Reigns of Government into his 
own Hands ; the Death of one Perſon has 
ſeemingly ſatisfied the Anger of a whole 
Nation, and eſtabliſhed throughout Obedience 
and Quiet ; nevertheleſs, the Seeds of Diſ- 


| cord ſtill remain, and it is the Diſpoſition of 


the People to change; beſides which, we 
muſt confider the Infirmities which Hereſy 
breeds here, which has made ſuch Diviſions ; 
the Hereſies of Calvin being quite oppoſite 
to the Catholick Religion, and the Repub- 
lick, the Hugonots, ſeek to form another Ex- 
treem, not leſs contrary to the Monarchy of 
France, We ought for theſe Reaſons, to 
pray to God, that he will take this Kingdom 
into his Protection; particularly now, that 


the King is ſo young; hitherto, his Majeſty 


ſhews Judgment and fingular Piety, was 
born to be King, bears the Name of a holy 
King, and had to his Father a Prince of glori- 
ous Memory; which is ſufficient to give us 
Hopes he will copy ſuch great Examples, 
Conſidering the preſent Situation of Affairs; 
I ſhall not want for Employment, I have 
already 


- 
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already conformed to the Cuſtoms of this 
Court, and the Method of living at Paris, 
and have received great Honours. The 
Court is numerous, eſpecially at this Time, 
that all the Princes and principal People of 
the Kingdom are aſſembled about his Ma- 
jeſty ; but it is impoſſible to imagine, how 
great the Confuſion is at preſent, and fo far 
from deſiring to remedy it, that they ſeem 
fond of a Grandeur full of Tumult and Noiſe, 
they intruding not only in the Audience- 
Chamber, and in publick View, but on the 
King himſelf; and that not the Nobility on- 
ly, but even thoſe of inferior Rank, is here 
eſteemed an Indication of Grandeur and 
Pomp of Majeſty. I ſometimes deſpair of 
being heard, as there is ſcarce Space between 
my Words and the Ears of the King, fo 
great is the Croud, But Paris is worthy of 
ſuch a Court, and the River Sein worthy of 
ſuch a City, and this Situation, deſervedly 
the Centre of ſo fine a Kingdom, adorned 
with a great many large Villages, and a plen- 
tiful Country all round, which ſeems to pay 
Honours to Paris. This City is computed 
to contain fix hundred thouſand Souls, fo 
beautiful and fertile a County 1s well adapted 
to a City ſo extenſive and populous ; but in 
having continued to write ſo long, it has de- 
ceived my Imagination, ſeeming to con- 
verſe with you, Sir, and not to be in this 

Rome 


„„ 
Rome of France, but in ours of Tay. Te 
conclude. . 


Paris, June 1 am, &c 
8, 1617. Ws | 
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LETTER xXxXXV. 


To my Lord Marcomonte, Archbiſhop of 
Lyons, Envoy from his moſt Chriſtian Ma- 
jeſiy Lewis XIII. 7 his Holineſs Paul V. 
afterwards created a Cardinal, by Pope 
Urban VIII. at Rome. | 


E RANCE could not have given greater 
Occaſion of Joy to 1taly, than by appoint- 
ing you Embaſſador to Rome, Now the War 
is ſucceeded by a Peace, and the King has 
plainly demonſtrated, that God deſigns him for 
glorious Ends; ſince he has not only given 
Peace to his own Dominions, but to every other 
Place where the Chriſtian Religion is ac- 
knowledged ; for all Europe ſeemed ripe for 
a War. But I rejoice with you, Sir, for the 
happy Turn of Affairs, as likewiſe for the 
Succeſs of your Negociations at Rome, which 
have ſo well correſponded with theſe at Paris. 
It is certain, the Miniſters here furniſh me 
with the Means of being uſeful in theſe Af- 


fairs; 
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fairs; fo that his Holineſs could not deſire 
greater Proofs of Confidence and Reſpects, 
than have been paid to him. To you, Sir, 
in particular, I return my moſt hearty 
Thanks, for the obliging Letter, you favoured 
me with, as likewiſe for thoſe, which on this 
Occaſion, paſſed between his Holineſs, Car- 
dinal Borghe/e and yourſelf, in my Favour. 
I here join with the reſt of Mankind, in ap- 
plauding your Conduct, and imagine, that 
although you exceed me in the genteel Man- 
ner of doing civil Things, nevertheleſs, my 
Inclinations keep pace. with yours, in eyery 
Act of Kindneſs. | | 


Paris, September Ian Sir, &c. 
6, 1617. | 


L' BT. TER XXEVE. 
70 Mr, Pallavicino, at Rome. 


1 Am indebted to you, Sir, for a Letter, and 
ſhall execute nothing with greater Plea- 
ſure, than diſcharging this Obligation. I re- 
ceived yours at a Time when we were ad- 
juſting the Affairs of Italy; and hitherto I 
have been ſo much employed, that I could 
not anſwer you ſooner ; Your Epiſtle was 
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dear to me, nor can I expreſs with how much 
Satisfaction I always receive them, We have, 
as above remarked, concluded the Affairs of 
Italy; (and 1 am ſenſible, that you, Sir, will 
have had great Pleaſure in thoſe particular 
Honours which were attributed to my La- 
bours.) In Spain they were ratified by a 
ſolemn Treaty, and of Conſequence better 
fixed, and eſtabliſhed, In Tay the Succeſs 
has been rather fluctuating; nevertheleſs, we 
hope that this Negociation will at laſt be in 
Port, and that pleaſe God, we ſhall remain for 
ſome Time (at leaſt) firm, and ſecure on 
the Anchor of Peace: But what do you ſay 
amongſt yourſelves of this our great Aſſembly 
at Roan ? What do you think? In my 
Judgment you can have but an indifferent 
Opinion of it; fo fruitful of Humours, and 
aguiſh Diſorders, (if I may ſo expreſs myſelt) 
is that Part of the Kingdom, doubtleſs not 


leſs viſible to you, though at a Diſtance, than 


they are to us here on the Spot. The King 
and Court are now at Roan, and To-mor- 
row I ſet out; as to the Time of our Return 
from thence, according to ſome Calculations 
it will be about Chri/tmas, others fay later; 
this is the Turn Things take at preſent here. 
Thoſe with you at Rome ſeem invariable, fo 
little Alteration, and even that fo conforma- 
ble to what ſhould happen. According to 
Accounts from all Parts, a new Nuncio of 
Spain is much talked of, how many ought 
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, „ 
to be concerned in the Race to obtain ſuch a 
Prize ! I entreat you, Sir, to favour me with 
an Account who is likelieſt to ſucceed ; and 
to love me as uſual, while I remain ſincerely 
yours. | 5 


Paris, September 
6, 1617. 
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To Father Murio Vitelleſchi, General of the 
Order of Feſuits, at Rome, 


K 7 O U know, reverend Father, the Pub- 
lick as alſo the private Conſiderations, 
which muſt intereſt me in Things relating 
to your Society; therefore, may eaſily ima- 
gine how much I am rejoiced to ſee the 
College re-eſtabliſhed at Paris, Thanks be 
to God, who has inſpired the King with 
ſuch worthy Reſolutions; laudable were 
thoſe his Majeſty took laſt Month, in Fa- 
vour of the Catholick Religion at Bearn; no- 
thing could be more beneficial to the Church 
of France, I congratulate you, reverend 
Father, on this happy Event, with myſelf 
for the ſame Cauſe, as it will doubtleſs be to 
my Credit, that the Church of this 3 — 
| — — 


TW) 
dom has obtained ſome conſiderable Advan- 
tages. The King received my Compliments 
upon it moſt graciouſly, and with lively 
Demonſtrations of Zeal for Religion, and 
Eſteem for your Society. Reverend Father, 
I affectionately am. | 


Paris, February 
28, 1017. 
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LETTER NXVL. 
To the Chevalier Tedeſchi, af Venice, 


A T laft, Sir, I received your Letter, af- 
ter a long and diſagreeable Silence; by 

the Superſcription I knew it before I opened 
it, and hoped it would have brought me an 
Account of your Releaſe. But on reading the 
Contents, I find your Confinement is rather 
mitigated, than finithed ; nevertheleſs, I en- 
joy as much as you can imagine, your near 
Approach to Liberty; for as you remark, 
thoſe who are acknowledged to be innocent, 
| ſhould be allowed to be free, As to your At- 
fairs I have endeayoured to get an Account 
by all Methods in my Power ; I warmly re- 
commended your Cauſe to his Excellency 
Bon, the Venetian Embaſſador, when he left 
| - this 
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this Court to return home; and if I can be 
of any Service to you here, you may depend 
upon my Inclinations, and that I ſhall not fail 
endeavouring to procure the Favour of his 
Majeſty, if neceſſary, But no more concern- 
ing yourſelf, Of my Affairs, what ſhall I 
ſ:y? a Volume would not be ſufficient, much 
leſs a Letter, to give you an Account of all 
that has happened. I quitted Flanders after 
nine Years Reſidence in that Country, Oh! 
my Flanders Court! and Climate ſo long 
enjoyed, and with ſo much Satisfaction. I 
entered into Italy by Verona. I ſcarcely ſaw 
Ferrara and my Acquaintance there, I ar- 
rived at Rome, but hardly knew the Place 
again, ſe changed I found the Court, with 
Regard to publick Affairs and Cuſtoms; 
and the City fo altered by new Buildings. 
T had hardly made my Appearance there, 
when the Court deſtined me for this Charac- 
ter; which through the Goodneſs of my 
Patrons, was quickly accompliſhed, But if 
the Government treated me well, in Regard 
to Honours ; Rome uſed me ill, with Regard 
to my Health. I was often indiſpoſed, and 
without doubt, the Heats which I had been 
ſo long diſ-uſed to, were the principal Occa- 
ſion of it; nevertheleſs, Ferrara uſed me 
worſe, for I had a Relapſe there in the 
Autumn, which laſted me above forty Days; 
at length, with more Reſolution of Mind, 
than Strength of Body, I continued my Jour- 
| ney 3 
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ney ; in which it pleaſed God to reſtore me 
my Health, and eſtabliſh it on my Arrival 
at Paris; where I have been already a Year 
and a half, The Diſturbances then, and the 
Alterations ſince, have doubtleſs, penetrated 
your Priſon: This general Account of me is 
ſufficient at this Time. Of your Affairs, I 
hope and expect better News; but firſt get 
out of Confinement, and then we ſhall cor- 
reſpond more freely, or to expreſs myſelf 
plainly, take a Flight into France, Oh! 
how many Things ſhall we fay? and with 
what Pleaſure! You might then ſhew me 
that Regard, which I confeſs, I thought you 
wanting in, whilſt I was in Flanders. You 
will ſee this fine Kingdom and magnificent 
Court, and with great Eaſe may ſee England, 
Flanders, and as you return, Germany; I 
would have you feel the Pleaſure of being 
really free, by wandering a little out of 1zaly ; 
fince immediately thutting yourſelf up in Ve- 
rona, will be only retiring to a larger Priſon, 
Renew our former Friendſhip, in which you 
will ever find me conſtant. . And to con- 
clude, I embrace you with all my Soul, and 
with you, Sir, every real Content, 


Paris, May 
2, 1618, 


F 2 LETTER 
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rn 
To Mr. John Barclaio, at Rome. 


Firſt knew you, Sir, from Fathe, before I 
was perſonally acquainted with you. Your 
Works which I read in Flanders, gave me a 
particular Knowledge of you, and if I at that 
Time admired your Genius, I muſt now 
with others applaud your Piety, which 1s 
fo plainly diſcovered by your late Compoſitions. 
It only remained, Sir, that your Pen ſhould 
ſerve ſo good a Cauſe, from which it is not to 
be doubted, but great Honour will reſult to 
you, good Effects tothe Church, infinite Con- 
ſolation to the Catholicks in general, and ut- 
ter Confuſion to the Hereticks. I, for my 
Part, cannot expreſs the Satisfaction it has 
given me; I find the Book has been already 
re- printed at Paris; and ſpreads itſelf with 
great Applauſe. But what will the Hugonots 
lay ? particularly to the ſeventh Chapter, 
where it is ſo clearly proved, that Clovis the 
firſt Chriſtian King of France received the 
Faith at that Time, when, according to their 
Opinion, there was no longer a Church? Ex- 
cellent Deicent truly, (admitting it to be as 
they rep:cient it) of moſt Chriitian Kings, 
eldeſt Sons of that Church, not in Exiſtence, 
but of that which was to be eſtabliſhed in 


this 
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this Kingdom, by the Mouths and impure 
Pens of Calvin and Beza. I am greatly de- 
ſirous to know, what they will ſay of this 
Work in England. Doubtleſs, it will make 
a great Noiſe there, the Preface only is ſuf- 
ficient. In the mean Time, I return you 
my particular Thanks for the Copy you have 
ſent me. I am ſenſible of the Obligation 
for ſuch a Gift, and conferred by ſuch a 
Giver. I wiſh you every real Content. 


Paris, May 
15, 1618, 


1 E FF: B.$ XL. 


To M. Coſnaro, Clerk of the Chamber, after- 
wards created a Cardinal by . Urban 
VIII. at Rome. 


O it is: I confeſs it, I ought to have 
returned an Anſwer, Sir, to your Let- 

ter, and ſhould have done it, as much from 
Inclination as Duty; but was firſt prevented 
by a Diſorder in my Liver, and afterwards 
by publick Affairs; till now I ſee myſelf 
prevented atreth by the Receipt of your oblig- 
ins Favour, If theſe Reaſons have any 
Weight, I am ſufficicatiy excuſed; if not, I 
55 confels 
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confeſs myſelf conquered : that is to ſay, In 
the external Proof of Friendſhip ; for with 
Regard to the internal Affection, you muſt 
be ſenſible you have no Advantage over me. 
I am now retired into the Country to enjoy 
the freſh Air, and eſtabliſh my Health. It 
is five Days ſince I came to Noz/y, the Coun- 
try Seat of Cardinal de Retz, diſtant from 
Paris tour ſmall Leagues. The Seaſon can- 
not poſſibly be more agreeable for rural Plea- 
ſures, nor any Place more adapted for enjoy- 
ing the Seaſon. The Houle is ſituated up- 
on an Eminence, has Gardens, Woods, 
Plains and Hills; a greater Variety cannot 
offer to the Eye ; and of Conſequence, the 
Scene cannot be finer; ſometimes altogether, 
and at other Times ſeparate, it affords ſuch an 
agreeable Mixture of Objects, as makes one 
at a Loſs where to fix the chief Beauty to ſo 
many Views: One only Thing is wanting, 
which is, Water, If this Place had Foun- 
tains, it would, perhaps, be the moſt delightful 
Spot in all France, and would even exceed 
St. Germains the King's Palace, which is 
about a League from hence; and I have taken 
this Opportunity of ſeeing it. It is ſituated on 
a Hill, and really nothing can be finer, There 
are particularly, Seats with Steps, of ſteep 
Deſcent, which in double Order ſhew them- 
ſclves from the Palace, ſloping down almoſt 
to the River Seine, which here in the Plain 
underneath, with ſlow-pace winds about, 
till 


(71) 


till by ſeveral Turns it again re-unites. In 


ſhort, it is impoſſible to imagine a more 


charming Country than this; not like our 
Hills, which are ſteep, barren and horrible 

in many Places, or if clad with Graſs, without 
Verdure. But theſe green Hills of France 
preſerve the lively Colour of Spring all the 
Vear, gradually aſcending, till they extend a- 


long a vaſt Tract of Land, ſo that the Proſ- 


ſpect is ſuch, that the Eye is not able to fol- 
low it; for each ſucceeding View is more 
_ delightful than the former. I have conti- 


nued ſix Days here, and ſhould have ſtaid 


longer, but a Courier from Rome recalls me 
To- morrow to Paris; perhaps, ſoon to chaſe 
me from thence, and transfer me to the 


Court at Monceaũ x, which is likewiſe a ſweet 


Place, from the Nature of its Situation, Gar- 
dens and Buildings. From Monceatix as ſoon 
as the Court is returned to Paris, it is poſſi- 
ble his Majeſty may go to Fontarnbleat ; 
the largeft Palace the King of France has in 
the Country; but without Proſpect, being 
ſituated in the Middle of a large Wood, up- 
on a Plain, inhabited by a great Number of 
Stags; which is the Game his Majeſty chieſ- 
ly delights in, Theſe three Palaces, v2. Fon- 
tatnbleai, St. Germains, and Monceaiix, are 
the neareſt to Paris, and moſt frequented 
by the Court, which ſoon converts them into 
Cities; ſo great and numerous are the Crouds 
which moſt commonly follow the King. 1 

4 have 
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have been a Week from Paris; there Multi- 
tudes of People, Coaches, Carts, Gc. dazzle 
my Sight, and confute my Brain. Now 1 
enjoy chis Repoſe and Silence, 1 am, Sir, to 
aniwer your Letter. Here I am dedicated to 
you, having given you fo minute a Deſcrip- 
tion of chis Place, and ſo particular an Ac- 
count of myſelf, ſince J have been an Inhabi- 
tant of it. With Regard to the publick Af- 
fairs of 1taly, 1 oblerve what you write, is 

owing to your Fears; nevertheleis. I hope 
and expect as at firſt, that ſince the Land 
Affairs are ſo well adjuſted, it will be the 
ſame with Regard to the maritime ; which 
may it pleaſe God to grant as ſoon as poſſible; 
and that our Country of _1taly may learn 
from the Miſeries of this War, to enjoy the 
Bleſſings of Peace, We here, at this Time, 
live in profound Quiet; but the Quiet of 
France, which is a State of Uncertainty, and 
like the Ocean when tranquil, not leſs deep, 
nor leſs expoſed to the Fury of the Tempeſt : 
So France, when it appears the calmeſt, is 
the leaſt to be confided in. But in the mean 
while, let us enjoy the preſent Serenity, and 
leave to divine Providence future Accidents, 
We have had a great Loſs in the Death of 
his Eminency Cardinal Perron : He was the 
St. Auſtin of France, and one of the greateſt 
Ornaments of the Age ; knew all Things, 
and whoever heard him diſcourſe on any one 
Science, muſt have believed he never made 


any 
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any other his Study. But to return to your. 


Letter, before I conclude this ; I obſerve the. 


good Wiches you make for me on Occaſion 
of Monſieur Damelia's going into Spain, and 


am ſenſible of your uſual Partiality to me and 


my Affairs; which makes you as much ex- 
ceed me in wiſhing, as I am deficient in de- 
ſerving it. I beſeech God to grant you Suc- 
ceſs, agrecable to your own Inclinations, to- 
ether with thoſe of your noble Family, 

which boaſts of fix Cardinals. May you 
ſoon enjoy the Purple yourſclf, who by your 
Merit have fo juſt a Claim to it. 


Noiſy, September | Tam, &c. 
22, 1618. | 
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To Cardinal d' Retz, at Monceaux, 


HANKS be to God, who has given 


to France a King ſo full of Zeal and 
Piety : Now more manifeſt than ever; his 
Majeſty having within theſe few Days taken 
near his royal Perſon, his Eminency Cardinal 


Roc hefoucault, in the Office of Great Al- 


moner of the Kingdom. And now you, Sir, 


have the Management of the moſt weighty 


Affairs, 
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Affairs, being placed amongſt the Miniſters 
of his moſt ſecret Council. There is, it is 
true, leſs Reaſon to congratulate you upon 
this Occaſion, becauſe your Virtues does not 
ſeek external 1 But I infinitely re- 
Joice with his Majeſty, with France, with 
Religion and myſelf ; with the King, for the 

reat Praiſe he will have for it; with France, 
he the Advantages ſhe will reap from it ; 
with Religion, for the Support it will receive 
from it; and laſtly, with myſelf : Having ſo 
earneſtly defired to ſee your Excellency ad- 
vanced to this Dignity, to which is joined an 
Employment of fo much Honour. Of this 
Succeſs, I will give an Account to his Holi- 
neſs, and do not doubt but he will feel a 
ſingular Pleaſure, and highly approve of what 
his Majeſty has done. I thought to have 
waited on you myſelf at Monceaux, but the 
Rumour of the King's ſetting out for Sorſſons, 
has made me defer it. I fay defer it, becauſe 
it 1s Not proper the Apartment ſhould remain 
empty, which you have with ſo much Kind- 
nels prepared for me, being extreamly defirous 
of ſeeing Monceaiix, and in that delightful 
Situation enjoying your Favours, as formerly 
at Noiſy, With great Reſpect, | 


Paris, September J am Sir, &c. 
24, 1618, 
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LETTER Mn 


a To Father Arnulfo, Feſuit and Confeſſor to 
his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, at Soiſſons. 


OUR Journey, reverend Father, to 

Blois, has not in the leaſt deceived 
our ExpeRations : At laſt the Difficul:ies op- 
poſed in vain, by the weak Arguments of 
others, are overcome by the lively Zeal of 
your religious Perſuaſions. I impatiently 
wiſhed for your ſetting out and Return, and 
was concerned that I was abſent from Paris, 
when you arrived there, I afterwards thought 
to go to che Court, but it was immediately 
known the King was going to remove ; fo 
that I would no longer defer paying my 
Compliments to you. I rejoice win you 
for the happy Iflue of your Negociations with 
the Queen Mother; though 1 hope to 4c 
a higher Satisfaction in a perſonal Meeting: 
When 1 ſhall in a more particular Manner 
know, what is at preſent only reported to me 
by common Fame, I congratulate you, Sir, 
on his Majeſty's Reſolution of placing his 
Eminency Cardinal du Re!2 in his Privy 
Council. It will be greatly to the Advan- 
tage of the Church, I hope for the Con- 
tinuation of your Friendſhip, whilſt in Re- 
| turn 
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turn my beſt Wiſhes attend you, Reverend 
Father, I am, reſpectfully yours, 


Paris, October 
r, $019: 


1 r rn n AL, 
To Mr. Paul Gualdo, Archdeacon of Padua. 


I Have received two Letters from you, Sir, 

one wrote, the other animated; the laſt 
J read in the Words of your Nephew, the 
former was the obliging Performance ot your 
Pen ; the living one repreſented to me the 
Image of yourſelf ; and the written one, re- 
newed to my Memory paſt Scenes at Padua : 
nor can I expreſs the Satisfaction both gave 
me, particularly the ſeeing the young Gentle- 
man your Relation at Paris; together with 
His Excellency Angelo Contarini, our new 
Venetian Embaſſador. I have been already 
ſeveral Times in his Company; but particu- 
larly a few Days ſince, we were ſome Time 
together, and talked of a thouſand Things; 
but our Diſcourſe turned chiefly on you, 
Sir, and our common Friends, How much 


am ] pleaſed to hear of the good old Age of 


our Friend Pigna. Methinks I fee and hear 
hea him, 


"OF 3 
him, as well as Doctor Livelh, with his uſual 
Vivacity; and the reſt of thoſe you have men- 
tioned ; and at this Time a ſtronger Inclina- 
tion attacks me to be in Padua, though after 
twenty Years Abſence, I ſhould doubtleſs, 
find great Alterations there. Concerning the 
Reſolution taken by his Excellency Ottaviano 
Bon, to retire and lead a private Life at Padua, 
I had ſtrong Proofs of it when he was at this 
Court ; how happy is he, who knows how 
to chuſe ſuch a Repoſe! and in a Place fo 

agreeable : For him it is truly a great Ac- 
quiſition, the obtaining ſo much Quiet; but 
that cannot have happened without great 
Loſs, and Prejudice to the Republick, which 
remains deprived of ſo good a Subject. I 


could tell you, what a good Impreſſion he 


left here of his Valour and Merit. But hap- 
py he, I ſay again, who amidſt the fluctuat- 
ing State of publick Affairs, has at laſt reach- 
ed ſo calm an Harbour? Henceforward he 
will live to himſelf only, and the Enjoy- 
ment of his own Virtues; from this Time 
free from civil Factions, and out of theſe 
Storms, which ruffle and diſcompoſe our 
Italy, He will not be diſturbed with the 
military Preparations of Europe, nor the 
uarrels of Princes, who from their own 
Jealouſies, frequently ſuffer (when in the 
Midſt of profound Peace) the Miſeries of 
War. He ſhall no longer be a Witneſs to 
the unhappy Wrecks, which the — 
5 


= 
1 . 
5 
- ; 
70 5 
o 7 5 
— c 
W - 
8 f 
* : 
4 
i 
'8 
3 
4 
PF * 
* r 
8 
* 2 
- © 
4 \ 
bh] 8 
18 
5 
* 
5 
— 
3 
— 


(78) 
of Courts ſo often exhibit to its Votaries, 


commonly moſt treacherous, when ſeemingly 
moſt fincere. In this peaceful Aſylum, he 


will not experience thoſe Diſquiets and 
Troubles, which it is neceſſary to undergo ; 
in the dark tumultuous Night of this 
World ; while ſurrounded with the obſcure 
and tragical n acted up- 
on its Theatre. ay he then enjoy the 
Retreat he has choſen, for which I not only 
applaud, but envy, him, I entreat you to 
make my Compliments to him, and tell him 
he ſhould keep in Reſerve for me, a little 
Corner of his agreeable Dwelling, againſt 
that Time; when it ſhall pleaſe God to in- 
ſpire me with the like Inclination for Re- 
tirement, to enjoy my Friends, Pray diſ- 
tribute my Compliments to all with you. 
And be aſſured l am, 


Paris, December Sir, yours. 


12, 1618. 


LETTER 
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LA TT F E &. IMF. 


To his Eminency eum / d- Eſte, at 
1 Modena. 


Was at the Congreſs at Rohan, when the 

Death of Villeroy happened, all this King- 
dom, which was then repreſented by ſo grand 
an Aſſembly, lamented ſo publick a Loſs, and 
each one in particular upon this Occaſion, 
exerted himſelf to give due Praiſe to his Me- 
rit. In the Pulpit it could not be more cele- 
brated than by Father Cotton, nor in Print 
by more noble Compoſitions than by thoſe 
of Mr. Mattei. And now you, Sir, have 
publiſhed his Fame in our Language, by ſo 
fine a Tranſlation, which will greatly re- 
dound to the Glory of the deceaſed. Nor 
can France rejoice more, than to find Tay 
join with her to immortalize his Memory to 
Poſterity. He had a great Eſteem for Italy; 
as a Proof of it, would always be talking of 
our Affairs with great Pleaſure, and the Da 
before his ſudden Death, I talked with him 
a long while at Roban, concerning the Dif- 
ferences which then happened in the Affairs 
of Italy, and the Meaſures taken by France 
to adjuſt and ſettle them. I remember he 
then ſaid to me with an affectionate Zeal for 
the publick Good: Let us make this 


Peace 


o ere 


dent and equal, as 1 


(to) 


40 Peace for 7aly, and I ſhall die contented.” 


And as if he had propheſied his Death by 


this Sentence, that ſame Night he fell ill, and 


died in a ſhort Time after. Though he did 
not live to fee his Wiſhes take Effect, never- 
theleſs he left Things in ſo good a Channel, 
as ſhall yield him that Conſolation in Heaven, 
he could not enjoy upon Earth, It is rea- 
ſonable to think that from ſo many good 
Offices executed by him for the publick Ser- 


vice in this Life, that God will amply re- 
compence him amidſt the eternal Repoſe of 
the other. Indeed a great Miniſter of State! 


the moſt compleat of any France has known 


or even all Europe, ſince the Death of Don 


John d Idiachez. They ſtrongly reſembled 


each other, they were co-temporary ; both 


from their Youths inſtructed in important 
Affairs; both inclined to be ſevere; but in each 
great Conſtancy, Faith and Integrity. In all 
their Actions both JONES and private, pru- 
Nature meant to ſtamp 

the Reſemblance throughout the whole. 
They were both low of Stature, and alike 
proportioned : I never ſaw Don Fohn; but 
eminent Men one ſees, and in part knows, from 
common Fame. The Pleafure I have taken 
in commemorating theſe two great Men, has 
made me ramble more than I intended at the 
Beginning of my Letter. Then to return 
to my firſt Subject and your Tranſlation, I 
cannot expreſs the Value Mr. Mattei put on 
It. 


* 
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it, your reading it, he ſays, would have done 
him ſufficient Honour. I gave him the 
Volume you deſigned for him; as to that 
you intended for me, and for the obliging 
Letter which accompanied it, I return you 


my Thanks, and wiſh you all deſirable Hap- 
pineſs. 


Paris, December 
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To the Queen Mot her, at Angoulèſme. 


HE Proſperity of this Nation, and of 
1 Religion in general, are anxiouſly wiſh- 
ed for by his Holineſs; conſequently, a per- 
fect Harmony in the royal Family, and a 
thorough Reconciliation between your Ma- 
jeſties, is eſſential thereto. For this happy 
Event, he fervently puts up his Prayers to 
Almighty God, and has ordered me in his 
Name to do every good Office in my Power, 
to bring about an entire Union: Which I 
have already endeavoured ſeveral Times with 
your Majeſty, as alſo with the King. You 
may imagine, how much his Holineſs will 
be concerned, to hear of the Diſturbances 
| G that 
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that are fomenting in this Kingdom. Since your 
Majeſty quitted Bois, from that Time I have 
not failed to obey his Holineſs's Command 
here with the King, having exhorted and 
beſought his Majeſty, and uſed the moſt 
powerful Arguments, that he would on his 


Part, incline to that Intercourſe of Affection 


and perfect Reconciliation with your Majeſty; 
which, for ſeveral Reaſons, is moſt ardently 
deſired. I found the King perfectly well 
diſpoſed for it, and do not doubt I ſhould 
have found your Majeſty equally well in- 


clined, could I have had a perſonal Converſa- 


tion ; but as I cannot at preſent be abſent 


from the King, I take the Liberty humbly 


to entreat your Majeſty, that you would 
vouchſafe to hearken to Father Berulle in 


my Stead, who attends you, Madam, for 


Reaſons: which he will explain to you, and 1 


beg you will regard what he ſays, as my Sen- 
timents, the ſingular Zeal and found ſudg- 


ment of this Father, is already known to your 
Majeſty ; ſo that I am infinitely rejoiced that 
he is appointed upon this Occafion to treat 
with you, not doubting but you will willingly 
hear his Propoſals, and kindly receive his 
Councils; ſince they are certainly deſigned 
for the Glory of God, the publick Good of 
France, and the particular Satisfaction of 
your Majeſty. I hope Heaven will crown 


this Expedition with Succeſs, and favour his 


Negociations; particularly, as they will be 
EEE {trengthened 
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ſtrengthened by thoſe of Mr. Bethune, a Gen- 
tleman of ſo much Prudence and Goodneſs; 
and that France may ſoon triumph, in ſeeing 
the Souls of your Majeſties more ſtrongly 
united than ever: And that the whole King- 
dom may be fo too, by the ſtricteſt Love 
and Duty; which, with my moſt internal 
Affection, I pray God to grant. I humbly 
kiſs your Majeſty's Hands, 


Paris, December Aud am, &c. 
26, 1618. 
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L E T T E R XV 
To Mr. Paul Gualdo, Archdeacon of Padua. 


1 Knew of the Departure of your Nephew, 
L before I knew he was determined to ſet 
out ; and muſt confeſs, the Reſolution did 
not pleafe me, to fly from France almoſt as 
ſoon as arrived; perhaps, the Affairs of this 
Court do not deſerve a particular Attention. 
If travelling is only to enable us to deſcribe 
the Country, Dreſs of the Inhabitants, &c. 
when we return, we obſerve the moſt trivial 
Things, and rather amuſe the Eye than im- 
prove the Underſtanding. Whereas, who- 
ever leaves his own Country to ſee the 
* 9 World, 
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World, I would with him to remark, the 


Cuſtoms of foreign Nations ; the Diſpoſition | 
of their Princes ; the Nature of their Coun- 
cils ; their Strength, Religion and Laws; and 
in what Manner commanding is blended 
with obeying. How they are with their 
Allies; what are the reigning Humours in 
each Government; and what the proper 


Recipe, if Medecine could take place. Theſe 


are the Obſervations, which thoſe who make 
the Tour of Europe, ſhould poſſeſs themſelves 


of. For as the Soul is the Life of the Body, 
ſo is Government the Life of Kingdoms; 
therefore, to this Study, ſhould all our Atten- 


tion be paid: The reſt is groſs, at beſt a ſu- 
perficial Knowledge, the Reſult of a fooliſh 
Curioſity only. But the Government oft 
Kingdoms cannot be learned in a Day or two; 
the Secrets of States are Myſteries, not eaſily 
penetrated ; Application and Time are equal- 
ly neceſſary. France, fo ſpacious a Country, 
ſo divided in Matters of Religion, and fo 
often agitated by civil Diſcords, is a proper 
Place to attain this Knowledge. France is 
one of the largeſt Courts in Europe, and one 
of the moſt conſiderable Governments in the 
whole World; which, together with ſo ma- 
ny other Things worthy of Obſervation, is 
ſufficient to employ a ſpeculative Mind for 
Years. But above all, that Viciflitude we 
daily ſee here, 1s ſingular; and greatly con- 
— Manage- 

ment 
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ment of publick Affairs. In ſhort, France 
may ſerve as a School for other Nations, 
fince the extraordinary Events, which hap- 
pen in other Parts of the Globe, yield to the 
more wonderful Prodigies of this our Gallic 
Shore. It was therefore neceſſary, your 
Nephew ſhould have continued here, during 
the Embaſſy of his Excellency Contarins, 

You already know, Sir, the remarkable Ac- 
cident that happened, quickly after his Ar- 
rival at Parts, in the ſudden Flight of the 
Queen Mother from Blhis; ; which has bred 
ſuch heavy Diſturbances here. How much 
do I wiſh to be with his Excellency Bon, to 
diſcourſe with him upon this Incident, as we 
did two Years ago on that fo unexpected, 


when the Queen retited from Paris. Theſe 


will, to you, appear uncommon Circumſtan- 
ces, great in themſelves, ſtill more fo from 
the publick Conſequences. We are already 
in Arms, and at the Vigil of ſtrange Events, 
if God does not take Compaſſion of France. 
But let us leave France and come to your 
Letter. It was a Shame it ſhould be deliver- 
ed to me ſo late, ſince if I deſired any Let- 
ters to have Wings, I ſhould wiſh them to 
yours; ſo dear is every Teſtimony of your 
Friendſhip to me, and ſo much Pleaſure does 
the Remembrance of Padua give me. With 
Regard to the Chevalier Tedeſchi, it was eaſy 
for me to imagine, he would not have the 
Heart to come here, neither has he vouch- 
r ſafed 
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' ſafed to write to me, nor to rhyme in my 


Praiſe, You have rejoiced me, Sir, by the 
Accounts you have given of the Biſhop of 
Feltre : It is an Age ſince the cruel Creature 
Writ to me; a fine Excuſe this northern Situ- 
ation, for not making it his winter Reſidence, 
I was nine Years in Flanders, and am not 
yet frozen, If I ſhould return to Italy, let 
him expect for this Time I ſuſpend my 
Threats, for his Excellency Bon, my affectio- 
nate Compliments attends him, a thouſand 
Times, I have envied his Retreat at Padua, 


which appears every Day more deſirable to 


me, both from my Love to Retirement itſelf, 
and from the turbulent Life J lead here in 
France. To you, Sir, I wiſh all imagin- 


able Content, And remain faithfully yours, 
&c. 


Paris, March 


28, 1619. 


4 WJ 
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To Father Berulle, Superior-General of the 
Congregation of the Order of Regular 
Priefis in France; created Cardinal by 
Pope Urban VIII. at Angoulèſme. 


OUR Letter, reverend Father, made 
I a long Tour before it was delivered to 
me: From Tours to Paris, from thence 
back again to this Place, where I now am, 
upon publick Affairs. by the particular Order 
of his Majeſty, I read it with infinite Satis- 
faction, and have a thouſand Times thanked 
God for the good Diſpoſition of Affairs, re- 
lating to the Queen Mother ; and particular- 
ly, that you have had ſo great a Hand in this 
Negociation, whoſe great Zeal and Prudence 
promiſed from the Beginning thoſe happy 
Effects which already make their Appearance; 
J have not yet ſeen the King, but hope Jo- 
day or To-morrow, to treat of this Affair 
with his Majeſty. In the mean Time, I 
have had full Information of the State of 
Things here; and, without doubt, the Arrival 
of the Prince of Piedmont, muſt greatly con- 
tribute to remove all Suſpicion, eltaliſh a Con- 
fidence, and with the greateſt Eaſe conduct 
this Buſineſs to Perfection. You may ima- 
gine, I ſhall not fail to continue my good 
| G 4 Offices 
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Offices jointly with all the well-meaning 
People, to the End that we may ſee at laſt 
an entire Reconciliation between their Ma- 
jeſties ; and with the domeſtick Peace of the 
royal Family, likewiſe eſtabliſh the publick 
Tranquility of the Kingdom, I am, Sir, 
reſpectfully yours. s DL 


Tours, June 
14, 1619. 
— - — — — — | — 


LETTER XLVII. 
To the Queen Mother, at Angouleſme. 


S nothing could more effect his Holi- 
neſs, than to hear of the unhappy 
ifferences between your Majeſty and the 
King your Son, ſo prejudicial to the Repoſe 
of this Kingdom; ſo nothing could give 
more Satisfaction to the Pope than an Agree- 
ment between your Majeſties, and ſeeing 
France reſtored to its former Tranquility. 
His Joy on this Event, has ſtill been greater, 
by receiving the Account of it from your 
Majeſty, with ſuch Marks of Confidence 
and Affection. By the Brief you will ſee 
his Holineſss Anſwer, and by the annexed 
Letter how much his Eminency Cardinal 
Borgheſe 


CF - 
_ Borgheſe thinks himſelf honoured, by your 
Majeſty's Condeſcenſion in writing to him 
on this Subject. This Occaſion makes me 
preſume to take my Pen, to congratulate your 
Majeſty on this happy Event; which I do 
with the moſt lively Sentiments of my Soul, 
both from the Conſideration of the publick 
| Good, and from my great Regard and Re- 
ſpect to your royal Perſon, May it pleaſe 
God, that this Succeſs may be attended with 
others not leſs joyful, and that amidſt the 
general Happineſs of the Nation, your own 
private Satisfaction may always increaſe, I 1 
humbly am, with the utmoſt Reſpects, 


Nur Majeſty's devoted, 


and obedient Servant. 


En 
To the ſame, at Angouleſme. 


HE Reſolution your Majeſty has 

taken to come to Tours in Perſon, to 
reconcile yourſelf to the King your Son, is 
worthy your ſingular Prudence. A more 
glorious Day than this, could not dawn on 
France. And you may eaſily believe, our 


. 


own private Satisfaction; which I take the 
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Joy muſt be great, to ſee the Completion of 


our moſt ardent Wiſhes, I aſſure your 


Majeſty, his Holineſs could not receive a 


higher Satisfaction, and that he has not had 


any Diſpatches a great while ſo agreeable as 
theſe, which will carry him the wiſhed-for 
Account. I beſeech your Majeſty amidſt the 
general Rejoicings, to permit me to teſtify my 


Liberty to expreſs in this Letter, till I can 
acquit myſelf in Perſon, I have the Honour 
to be your Majeſty's moſt devoted, Sc. 


Tours, Auguſt 
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To the Grand Duke of Tuſcany. 


HE Return of the Queen Mother to 
the King her Son, has elated the Hearts 
of all theſe People; nor 1s it to be doubted, 
but your at ue (being related to their 
Majeſties, and particularly intereſted in this 
Kingdom) will receive much Pleaſure from 
the Event. I am now to congratulate your 
Highneſs upon this Occaſion ; for the facili- 
tating of which, his Holineſs was indefati- 
| gable, 
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gable, nor could this Buſineſs receive greater 
Force, than by what I have tranſacted in his 
Holineſs's Name. The Queen arrived here 
the Day before Yeſterday in perfect Health, 

and was . by the King, with all the 
lively Marks of Love, and Reſpect. I be- 
ſeech God, that as much as your Highneſs 
may rejoice for this Reconciliation, ſo happy 
for France; ſo in Return, may this Nation 


have frequent Opportunities of rejoicing with 
you, I am, Sir, 


Tours, September Reſpeatfull yours. 
7, 1619. | N 


LETTER I 
To the Chevalier Marini, at Paris. | 


H did I not ſee you before I left 

Fontainbleat? Without doubt, I 
ſhould have taken you with me willingly, or 
by Compnlſion: Though I am apt to ak, 
it would have been rather an Act of Choice, 
ſuppoſing you would have been deſirous of 
ſeeing Fontainbleait ; which is the fineſt Pa- 
lace the King of France has in the Country. 
But if I could not enjoy the Pleaſure of your 
— I have however, had that of 


your 
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your Works. On the Roads they were my 
chief Delight, and now 1 am fixed, are my 
principal Amuſement. What a Genius ! 
what Purity! what fine Thoughts! But 


what Reſolution do you take concerning 


ſeveral other Compoſitions, that are either 
compleated, or in a Way to be fo ; by de- 


ferring to publiſh, you are an Enemy to your 


Fame, to the Liberality of ſo great a Mo- 
narch, to France and Italy; agreed in the 
ſame Opinion, or rather ambitious of ſharing 
in your Applauſe, But above all Things, 
dear Sir, let me entreat you to remember, 
what I have ſo often repeated to you; which 


is, to keep your Adonis free from indecent | 


Expreſſions, that he may have nothing to 
apprehend from the cenſorious Darts of our 
Jtaly, Which may ſecure him from dying, 
more unhappily the ſecond Time than he 
did the firſt, by you ſo poetically expreſſed? 
I conclude, you will not be the Murderer of 
your own Offspring; in the mean Time, let 
us enjoy the agreeable Sound of your Flage- 
let. Pray, why do you give us that long 
Letter, or rather Apology, to the little Cri. 
ticks and the Prieſts? You have too much 
leſſened your own Merit, and paid to great a 
Compliment to the Deſire of your Adverſaries. 
Contempt is the higheſt Puniſhment the 


Envious can be ſenſible of. The Thunder- 


bolt never hurts the Heavens, and whoever 
is arrived to your Pitch of Eminence, ſhould 
| na 
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not regard half a Dozen vain Shadows who 
do not agree in the general Applauſe, the 
World gives your Performances; amongſt the 
great Men, whether antient or modern, of 
what Profeſſion you pleaſe, can you name 
me any, who have not found Rivals to their 
Glory ? and amongſt the Poets, not to men- 
tion the antient Authors, it is enough to 
quote only ſuch as have flouriſhed in our 
Days; ſuch as Tafſo and Guarini, have they 
not felt (thipk you) the ſharp Teeth of 
Envy? nere helch, we laugh at the Oppoſi- 
tion made to their Works; by which, they 
are immortalized here. Thus my Friend, 
has it happened, and ſuch is the Fate of the 
Learned, whatever may be the Science they 
profeſs. In ſhort, Succeſs gives Life or 
Death, to Men of eminent Talents ; from 
thence proceed the final Sentence, and from 
that incorruptible Tribunal we muſt expe 
it. This is ſufficient upon this Subject, the 
reſt, when we meet. I intend to ſtay all this 
Week at Mulen, to enjoy the good Air and 
fine Situation a little longer. I have already 
been at Fontainbleau, and deſign to return 
there To-morrow. It is indeed a fine Palace, 
and worthy ſuch a Monarch: Notwithſtand- 
ing it is not regularly built, but is ſeveral 
Houſes joined together without Method, or 
Order, ſo that it is a large confuſed Structure; 
yet this ſame Jumble of Architecture, is ele- 
gant, ſuperb, and majeſtick, The Situation 


Is 
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is rather low, and has ſomething diſagfecable 
in it, at this Seaſon of the Year eſpecially, 
when the Country is not yet green. It lies 
in the Middle of a large Foreſt. The Houſe 

is ſutrounded with ſtrong Hills, which, as 

they are batten, affotd no Entertainment to 
the Sight, The Foreſt is full of Stags; hunt- 
ing them is a favoutite Diverſion of the Kings 
of France, for which this Situation is pecu- 
larly well adapted; otherwiſe; little rematk- 
able in itſelf, till it became the Seat! of royal 
Sports. Nevertheleſs, there are not wanting 
prodigious fine Gardens, and beſides the 
principal Fountain, which gives Name to 

the Palace, there are many others which 
greatly adorn it. But Why don't you take a 
View of it yourſelf! you might arrive ſoon 
enough to ſee it, more than once, before I 
return to Paris. This long Letter is wrote 
in a State of Recovety, by which you may 
obſerve, the Pleaſure I take in correſponding 
with you at a Diſtance, now it is out of my 
Power to converſe with you nearer. Dear 
Sir, I wiſh you every real Happineſs, and am, 


Mol, April © © Nurs, &c. 
7, 1620. . 


LETTER 


(95) 


LETTER LM 
7 o the Prince of Vatdmont at Nancy. 


8 your Excellency how's in every Virtue" 
exceeded the Expectations of your 
Family ; ſo one may ſay, you have even ex- 
celled yourſelf, by the generous Reſolution 
you have taken (in ſuch tender Years) in- 
duſtriouſly to interfere in the Wars of Ger- 
y. But as the Motives which induce 
you to it are ſo laudahſ (ſuch as the ſerving 
in the Catholick Cauſe) it is not to be 
_ doubted, but that God will adminiſter 
Strength boyoud your Years, and Fortune 
ſuperior to every Danger, May you then 
ſet out 11 while I hope to ſee you re- 
turn with greater Applauſe (if poſſible) than 
accompanies you to the Army, In the mean 
Time accept my molt grateful Acknowledge- 
ments, for the obliging Letter you was pleaſed 
to write to me upon this Occaſion. While 
with the trueſt Reſpect I remain your Ex- 
cellency's 


Paris, April Moſt obedient, &c. 
15, 1620. 
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LET: T0 kk Lan 
- To the Prince Bozzolo, at Bozzolo. 


HE Death of the Biſhop of Mantua 
(now in Paradiſe) has deprived the 
: Church of a great Prelate, your Excellencies 
Family of a great Ornament, and mine of a 
Relation; who by all belonging to me was 
eſteemed with infinite Affection. But fince 
from God every human Accident is derived, 
we muſt ſubmit to his divine Will, every 
Conſideration which carries with it, either 
Life or Death. I return your Excellency my 
beſt Thanks, for the Account you gave me 
of this Affair; which carries in itſelf ſo much 
Concern, and is attended with my Condo- 
lence. Here you will always find me ready 
to ſerve you, with an Inclination equal to my 
Obligations; and that I am, | 


S Sir, dec. 
21 z I 6 20. | | 
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LETT 2 x iy, 


Th Cardinal Borgia, at Rome. 


HEN I left Flanders, I was ſo load- 


ed with Favours by your Brother, 


to which I may add thoſe Civilities received 


from your Excellency at the Court of Rome, 
that I ought always moſt ardently to wiſh 
your Family all Increaſe, and rejoice for every 
Inſtance of its Proſperity. The Character de- 
ſigned you by his moſt Catholick Majeſty, 


of the Government of the Kingdom of 


Naples, is an Employment of the utmoſt 
Importance, conſequently, a proper Field to 


diſplay your Abilities, in which you have 


often given many Inſtances of at the 
Court of Rome. I entreat you, Sir, to approve 
of my Congratulations, and that you will 
continue to me the Honour I have formerly 
enjoyed, of your Favour and Protection, I 
am your Eminency's | 


Paris, April Devoted Servant, &c, 
23, 1620. 
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L 
To an Engliſh Gentleman, at Bruſſels. 


N Friendſhip, thoſe who remember Jon- 

geſt, love moſt, Then yield to me, Sir, 
in Point of Affection, for it is an Age fince 
I have received any Mark of yours, though 
J have teſtified mine by various Methods; 
that I may ſay, for ſome Time paſt my Soul 
has dwelt with you. I have been with you 
in England; was in London, and ran the 
Hazard of taking the Oaths ; with you ob- 


tained a glorious Victory; and with you re- 
turned into Flanders; and at this Time 


Heart is with you at Bruſſels, But yet, not- 
withſtanding your Silence, I cannot but be- 
lieve you ſometimes think of me. I now 
write, by the Opportunity which offers of 
Mr. Daniel's Arrival here, who will ſoon be 
with you, and by Word of Mouth attone for 
the Deficiencies of my Pen. But you, Sir, 
who are an Engl:ſh Uyſſes, when will you 
make a little Tour into France ? Let it be 
whilſt I am here, but I am told, you have 
done with travelling and Courts, and now 
think of nothing but the Joy of a quiet Life. 
If this is true, how much do I envy you: And 
wiſh for the future, to.make that Time my 
own, Which I have hitherto, conſun ed for 
others, 


„ 
others. Our Vears fly away my Friend, and 
ſo does Life; as in a River one Wave ſucceeds 
another, without returning; ſo it is in human 
Life, each new Day blots out the former, 
and that never more rifes, which once is ſet. 
I would then methinks, without further Ex- 
pectations, gladly retreat from this Scene of 
publick Affairs, and live for myſelf and my 
own private Tranquility: But, be it as God 
pleaſes, ſince to the Laws of his Will we 
muſt ſubmit. I am, dear Sir, moſt faithfully 


Paris, May Nurs, &c. 
19, 1620. ee 


* FRY * 2 8 5 
a 10 — 2 — * = —_— "=" * n - „ * 
$ 17 * — . J 


L ET T E R Lx. 
To the ſame, at Bruſſels. 


1 ET there no longer be a War between 
| our Affections, already they have con- 
tended enough, and ſince your's will not 
yield to mine, let the Victory remain equal. 
You, Sir, may eaſily imagine, I ſhall nor be 
difpleaſed to receive from you an equal Ex- 
change of Regard. Yeſterday your Letter 
arrived, and To-day I anſwer it, With Re- 
lation to the Spanz/h Book of Audi Filia, 
I accept the Offer, and expect by the firft 

2 H 2 Op- 


„ 
Opportunity the Execution of it, here; it is not 
to be had, and adtnitting it was, your Copy 
of it will have the Spirit both of the Author 
and the Giver; and of conſequence, the 
Advantage I ſtall reap from it will be greater. 
It is certain, the Spaniards are clever Men in 
their ſpiritual Compoſitions; their Language 
carries a greater Weight, from the Solidity 
of Expreſſions; nevertheleſs, our Italian Au- 
thor, Bellarmino, has diſplayed his Piety in 
his Works, as he has enforced his Doctrine 
in Controverſy. There is now publiſhed 
a little Book of his, which teaches the Art of 
Dying, which to me ſeems a moſt uſeful 
Knowledge. Inſtructing us how to die, is, 
without doubt, the chief of Arts; ſince this 
not ſucceeding, what avails it having put in 
Practice all others in the higheſt Perfection; 
as he who has eſcaped a thouſand Rocks and 
Tempeſts in the Ocean, cannot be ſaid to 
have made a happy Voyage till he is arrived 
in Port. So amidit the Hurricanes and Dan- 
gers of human Affairs, none can boaſt of 
living, till the grand Period of Dying, I 
ſend a Copy of this Book to you, Sir, as per- 
| haps, you have not yet met with it. As to 
the reſt, why do you deny me, to ſhare with 
you that pleaſing Quiet you propoſe to your- 
ſelf? as I know it is ſo much more deſirable 
than this noiſy Life, and the Management of 
publick Affairs, with the Attendance on a 


Court, ſo much more I long to retreat. 
Oh! 


= 
Oh! happy Day if ever it arrives. But no 
more ; thinking too much of what we are 
dented, converts our molt joyous Wiſhzs into 
Torments, ſo farewel, Believe me 


Paris, June Yours, 
4, 1620. 


LE YT © VI 
To the Queen Mother, at Angiers. 


T was with inexpreſſible Pleaſure obſerv- 
ed by his Holineſs, that a Reconciliation 
was eſtabliſhed between your Majeſty and 
the King, your Son; upon your late Inter- 
view at Tours, He then hoped you would 
ſoon fix yourſelf near the Perſon of the King, 
and by that Means manifeſt your Union of 
Hearts, and eſtabliſh the Peace of the King- 
dom with that of the royal Family. But his 
Holineſs has ſince ſeen, with the greateſt 
Affliction, that not only this has not happen- 
ed, but that the former Suſpicions and Mit 
underſtandings are again rekindled, and with 
them the former Dangers; {ſo much the 
greater, as after any Diſeaſe, a Relapſe is moſt 
to be feared, So that lately I have received 
his Holineſs's Command, to do all the good 
 - Oince 


(102) 

Offices in his Name with the King, which 
ſuch an important Affair requires. Agreea- 
ble to theſe my Orders, I a few Days ago 
ſpoke to his Majeſty ; exhorting and be- 
ſeeching him in the ſtrongeſt Terms, that he 
would endeavour on his Part, to create a bet- 
ter Underſtanding with your Majeſty, I 
repreſented to him, how much this was due 
to God, to natural Affection to his Kingdom 
in general, to Chriſtianity, to the eſtabſiſhed 
Religion of France, and to the ſame Religion 
out of his Dominions ; but particularly in 
Germany, where the Hereticks are endeavour- 
ing to oppreſs it, and where his Majeſty has 
promiſed by ſo many Proofs of Picty to pro- 
tect it, which it is almoſt impoſlible to effect 
while theſe domeſtick Diviſions reign. The 
King replied, that he had always endeavour- 
ed to give all imaginable Satisfaction to your 
Majeſty, and knew he was never deficient in 
e you all due Honours and Reſpect ; that 

he had ſent ſeveral Times to beg you would 
come to him, that it was three Times the 
Purport ot Monſieur de Blenville's Embaſſy; 
and concluded with telling me, there was 

nothing he fo ardently defired ; as to live in 
a perfect Harmony with you, Madam, and to 
convince you of it, by every affectionate 
Proof in his Power: This was my Buſineſs 
with the King, and that the Anſwer J re- 
ceived from his Majeſty, And now to fullfil 
every Part of my Commiſſion from his _ 
new, 
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neſs, there only remains, that I ſhould em- 
ploy the ſame good Offices with you, Madam; 
but as the preſent Situation of Affairs requires 
my Attendance on the King, I mutt en- 
treat your Majeſty to let this Letter have the 
ſame Weight as a perſonal Converſation, I 
am now to remark the above Conſiderations; 

by which his Holineſs beſeeches your Ma- 
jeſty with all imaginable Affection, on your 
Part to endeavour at a happy Union with the 
King your Son, for ſo many Reaſons it is 
required of you, the particular Good of this 
Kingdom, and of Chriſtianity in general, and 
above all things to avoid by every Method 
poſſible, (as I have likewiſe remarked to the 
King) every Occaſion of coming to Arms; 
ſince no one better knows than your Ma- 
jeſty, the Nature of civil Diſturbances, or 
how much they are deprived the Liberty of 
Choice, after being once in Action, who 
were at firſt free to begin it, and how equal- 
ly pernicious are the Effects of War, both to 
the Conqueror and the Conquered. At this 
Time France makes a deplorable Figure 
from- the Wound ſhe has received. Hereſy 
being introduced amidſt theſe civil Wars, and 
by theſe Armies has found Means to fix it- 
{lf Your Majeſty muſt know, a heavier 
Puniſhment cannot be inflicted upon us than 
this: Your Majeſty muſt be ſenſible, that 
heretical Tenets tend to form a republican 
Government, directly oppoſite to the tem- 


HA poral 
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ral Monarchy of the King, as they have al- 


ready formed one contrary to the ſpiritual 
one of the Church. As then amidſt the civil 


Wars, and particularly from the Diſ-union of 
the Cathlick Body, Hereſy takes its Birth, 


and is nouriſhed : So by the publick Peace 
and Harmony of that Body it is to be kept 
under, if not deſtroyed. Your Majeſties if 
reconciled, would be the Soul of this Union. 
Theſe are the Confiderations which his Holi- 
nels, my Maſter, has had before him, which 
he has commanded me in his Name, to re- 


| Preſent to the King and your Majeſty. J have 


anxiouſly wiſhed for a perſonal Conference 
to diicharge this Duty, and to give every 
Proof in my Power, of my particular Regard 
for your Majeſty. But as this is not permit- 
ted me, I have deſired the Archbiſhop of 


Seis, that he would execute this Buſineſs for 


me. 1 humbly entreat you, Madam, to give 
him the fame Credit you would to myſelf ; 


for his Holineſs will have great Satisfaction, 


that the King has employed ſuch eminent 
Perſons as he now ſends to treat with your 
Majeſty ; particularly, ſo worthy a Prelate, 
God grant Succeſs to this important Affair, 
and to your Majeſty all Happineſs, I have 


the Honour to be, &c. 


Dante, TFnly 
3» 1020. 


LETTER 
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1. E T T E R Ti 


To his moſt Chriſtian Majeſiy. 


REATER Glory could not have 
happened to your Majeſty, than thus 
ſignalizing your Piety immediately after your 
Victory; all which your Majeſty has proved 
in a few Days, overcoming every Oppoſi- 
tion, and conquering even Victory itſelf ; by 
having given Peace to your Dominions, and 
eſtabliſhing ſo happy an Union with the 
Queen Mother, that it is a doubt, which of 
the two Monarchs your Majeſty ſtrives to 
imitate; the King, your Father, glorious in 
Battle, or the King Sr. Lewis, (whole Name 
you bear) ſo famed for Piety. I who can 
eaſily form to myſelf the Joy his Holineſs 
will feel on this happy Event, am now to 
repreſent it to your Majeſty, and in fulfilling 
the Duty of my publick Character. Preſume 
(royal Sir) to teſtify my private Satisfaction, 
together with my entire Devotion to your 
Majeſty's Service. That the ſupreme Being 
may add to your preſent Felicity, others ill 
ſuperior, is the fervent Prayer of your Majeſty's 
moſt obſequious and obedient, &c. 


Paris, Auguſt 
20, 1620, 


LETTER 
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L'S T T E R UX. 


To His Eminency Cardinal de Retz, at the 
Court. 


ou have, Sir, by your ir enden Coun- 
ci], ſucceeded better than others have 
done by Force of Arms; ſo that it is no 
Wonder to thole who have the Honour of 
knowing you, that principally, through your 
Means, this defirable Peace has been given to 
France. For this happy Event, ſo greatly to 
your Credit, I affect ionately congratulate you, 
Sir, beſeeching God, that he will be pleaſed 
to proſper the Affairs of Conſequence relating 
to this Monarch, and to your Perſon in par- 
ticular, The Arrival of the Queen at Tours, 
makes me hope to be ſoon at the Court ; 
which I the more anxiouſly deſire, that we 
may exchange this Commerce of Letters for 
a perſonal Interview; and I, by that Means, be 
better enabled to ſhew my particular Attach- 


ment to your Eminency. Being with the 
utmoſt Reſpect, Gc. 


Paris, Auguſt 
27, 1020. 


LETTER 
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V 


To Father Berulle, Superior- General of the 
Congregation of Regular Prieſts, 


T length we have a Peace : Thanks 
to Almighty God for it, great and 
unexpected are always the Novelties of France, 
I cannot form to myſelf any Thing more 
ſudden than this, fince we have ſeen the 
ſame Day give War and Peace to theſe Do- 
minions. I have obſerved with infinite Satis- 
faction, what you was pleaſed to write to me, 
that the King and the Qucen his Mother, are 
determined to ſeparate no more, fince with- 
out doubt their parting. laſt Year, gave Birth 
to a thouſand Evils; fo their living united to- 
gether will be the moſt probable Means to avoid 
them for the future, The Prince of Conde 
deſerves great Praiſe; ſo in a particular 
Manner, does the Duke of Luines, for having 
with ſo much Zeal, employed his Authority 
and good Offices with his Majeity, for the 
bringing about a Reconciliation, May they 
enjoy the happy Effects of this Peace, in which 
it is to be imagined, a more favourable Op- 
portunity cannot offer for the uniting ſo ma- 
ny Armies to the Advantage of the Church, 
May it pleaſe God to inſpire with good Coun- 
cils, thoſe who are appointed to give them to 
| his 


( 108 ) 
his Majeſty. I ſhall endeavour to fullfil my 
Part ſoon, by my perſonal Attendance ; and 
am perſuaded upon ſo important an Occaſion, 
you will not let us want your Aſſiſtance, I 
with you all imaginable Content, and am, 
reverend Father, &c. 


Paris, Auguſt 
28, 1620. 


Acc. 


— N * 2 


r 
To his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty. 


NY OD has reſerved your Majeſty's greateſt 
Y Victories chiefly for Bearn; and has 
conducted you thither by his own Hand, as 


there happened ſuch glorious Effects from it. 


Your Majeſty by your royal Preſence, im- 
mediately reſtored to them the due Worſhip 
of God, the former Honours paid to Altars, 
the Riches belonging to the Church, and the 
frce Exerciſe of their Religion. And at the 
ſame Time that you ſhewed the ſtricteſt Juſ- 
tice, you ſignalized your exemplary Piety 
by ſo doing, with ſo much Advantage to 
your own royal Authority; that it will re- 
main a doubt, which firſt took Place, the 
ſingular Service your Majeſty rendered to Re- 

_ ligion, 


(199) 5s 
ligion, or the Reward God had prepared for 
your Majeſty. It is evident by this, as well 
as by a thouſand Inſtances, that the Catholick 
Faith is blended with che Intereſts of your 
| Majeſty, The common Jubilee of Paris, 
and of this Nation in general for ſo important 


an Event, makes me preſume to manifeſt my 


Joy by Means of this Letter; full of my moſt 
reſpectful Regard for your Majeſty, though in 


the firſt Place, agreeable to the Duty of my 


Office; I am to repreſent the inexpreſſible 
Joy his Holineſs will receive upon this Oc- 
caſion. I beſeech the Almighty Being, that 
he will grant your Majeſty a long Term of 
Life ; and that he will be pleaſed with 
our Years, to increaſe your Happineſs 
with profound Humility, I am, Royal Sir, 
Sc. 


Paris, October 
26, 1620. 
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LETTER IXI 


To the Biſhops of Leſcar and Oleron, in 
| Bearn, 


A F TER fifty Years of Darkneſs, it has 
| pleaſed God toreſtore the true Light to 


5578 and to ſend that Day ſo much wiſhed- 


for by you, by the other Eccleſiaſticks and 
Catholicks of the Country; and by all good 


People in general of other Nations, Truth 


has ſucceeded: Error, lawful Prelates have ſuc- 
ceeded falſe Paſtors, Religion has fucceeded He- 
reſy. In fine, the Church receives her whole 
Strength, and with the Rights of the Church, 
the King increaſes his royal Authority, Di- 
vine Providence is ſtill more conſpicuous in 
this Affair; ſince God has given this King 
not leſs Zeal, than his glorious Anceſtor 57. 


| Lewis, ſince he has effected this Work by 


Means of his Majeſty, and with ſuch Circum- 
ſtances, as makes it appear ſtill more wonder- 
ful. Praiſed be the Aimighty for this Succeſs, 
for which I congratulate you, reverend Fa- 
thers, and rejoice to ſee you reſtored to thoſe 
Dignities and that Wealth, conferred on you 
by the Church. I will give his Holineſs a 
particular Account of it, and know he will be 
thankful to God tor it, and highly approve 
of the Zeal you have ſhewn upon this Occa- 


ſion, 
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fion, which has terminated fo greatly to the 
Credit of the Clerzy, and the Good of their 
Flocks. There only now remains, that in 
the guiding and conducting of them ſuch 
Diligence be ufed, as the State of Things re- 


quires, after their having been ſo long without 


their true Teachers. In which I am ſenſible 
you will not be wanting in contributing your 
Part. In the mean Time, I offer them my 
Services here with the holy See, or in what 
elſe may occur at this Court, in which I 
can be any Ways uſeful. And to conclude, 
I am, reverend Fathers, moſt reſpectfully 
yours, Gc. Fra 


Paris, October 
26, 1020. 


r r RN 


To his Eminency Cardinal de Retz, at the 
Court. : | 


IS Majeſty's Victories firſt take Birth 
: in his Councils, therefore it is manifeſt 
how great a Hand you had in his late Succeſs 
at Bearn. The Gentleman diſpatched 
hither, came to find me by Order of his Ma- 
jeſty, and gave me an exact Account of all 


that 
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* 
that had happened to the Time of his De- 
pin Amongſt other Things he told me, 

e faw your Eminency at Navarrino, which 
I was greatly rejoiced to hear, becauſe by this 
Means, you was not only preſent at all Con- 
ſultations, but at the Time when a Place of 
ſuch Importance fell into the Hands of his 
Majeſty. This and other Actions of this Mo- 
narch, ſo magnanimous and pious, have filled 
Paris with univerſal Joy; and mine you may 


Judge of by your own. His Holineſs will 


receive the higheſt Satisfaction from it, and [ 
could wiſh my Letter had Wings, for his 
more ſpeedy Information. From my Soul 
I rejoice, and hope ſoon to do it more to my 
Satisfaction, when I have the Honour to have 
an Interview with your Eminency : In Ex- 
pectation of which, I remain, 


Paris, October Sir, &c. 
28, 1620. Mo 
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Tn Iv, 


To his Holineſs Pope Paul V. 


a continual n of Kindneſſes But 
this now lately conferred on me, by my Pro- 
motion to the Dignity of a Cardinal, exceeds 
all others received. Your Holineſs is infinite- 
iy good to me, and I confeſs my own Inabili- 
ry of making an Acknowledgrhient, adequate 
to the Greatneſs of my Obligation; any othet- 
wiſe, than by a Silence, full of awful Reſpect. 
As to the reſt, I hope God will enable me to 
fill this Dignity, with fo much Zeal for the 

apoſtolical See, and with ſo much Attach- 
ment to your Holineſs, as may leave you rio 


2 to repent having favonred me, and ſo 


honoured my Family by this my 
Frotenion: Before you was exalted to the 
Chair, your ſingular Merit had long 
rendered yon worthy of it, and my Satis- 
faction is doubled, thus to be diſtinguiſhed 
by ſo emment a Pope who has always ſtudied 
to benefit the Church, by the ſtricteſt Punctu- 
ality in performing every ecclefiaſtical Duty, 
agreeable to the ſacred Character you bear. 
— I 1 
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. 
Jam, with all Humility, now to conclude 
and kiſs your Holineſs's Feet. 


Paris, January 
31, 1621. 


J 


To his Eminency Cardinal Borgheſe, at 


Rome, 


S you, Sir, was b to obtain for 
me the Nuneistüre of France and 


Flanders, which great Employment, I enjoy- 


ed through your Intereſt and Patronage, fo 
to your good Offices I attribute the Honour 
of receiving a Cardinal's Hat, which his Holi- 
neſs has been pleaſed to dignify me with. 
You, Sir, may eaſily imagine, 1 am ſenſible 
of theſe high Obligations, not to be expreſſed 
by any Language, ſuitable to the grateful 
Sentiments with which my Heart overflows; 
then you, Sir, cannot wonder, if I am want- 
ing in Terms, to return you a proper Ac- 
knowledgment, equal to the Favours receiv- 
ed. But to make Amends for theſe Deficien- 
cies, may the Almighty Being render me 
capable of worthy Actions! And that to- 
gether with this Increaſe of Power, Opportu- 

nity 


eo 

nity may offer, for doing every Thing that 
can beſt teſtify my grateful Devotion to your 
Eminency. Being moſt CN 


Paris, Fanuary Reſpetifully, &c, 
31, 102r. ole 


L E T TER Nl 
To bis Imperial Majeſty. 
V Nephe w, Marquis Beni voglio, 


died laſt Year in your Majeſty's Ser- 


vice; and nothing afflicted him fo much, 
when drawing his laſt Breath, as the Re- 


flection that he could no longer manifeſt his 


Zeal for you. I, who equally with him, have 


| always been ambitious. of ſhewing my At- 


tachment to your Majeſty, am now to ac- 
quaint you of my Promotion to the Dignity 
of a Cardinal, and to entreat your Majeſty 


to command any Services I can do in this 


Station. It is the Will of Heaven, which has 
exalted your Majeſty to the imperial Throne, 
to eſpouſe the Cauſe of the Catholick Church, 
that you may acquire more Glory by your 
Attachment to Religion, than by the greateſt 
temporal Conqueſts obtained by your Arms, 
which is not fo eſſentially your Intereſt as is 
. Iz the 
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the other. I entreat your Majeſty to believe 


that, as here with his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty; 
I have not been wanting to ſerve you when- 
ever any Occaſion offered: (Particularly 
laſt Year, when the Count de Fiſtemberg 
was ſent your Embaſſador extraordinary.) 
So I ſhall not fail at Rome, to exert myſelf on 
every Opportunity, which may manifeſt to 


that Court, my Reſpect, and Regard for 


your royal Perſon. I pray God to confer on 


you the higheſt Happineſs. | 


Paris, February And am, &c. 
10, 1621. 


LETTER IXVI. 
To his moſt Catholick Majeſty. 


\ /TANY of my Family have had the 
Honour to ſerve your Majeſty, more 


than one have loſt their Lives in your Army 


in Flanders, and during the Time I was 
Nuncio there, I had an Opportunity of 
ſhewing my Attachment to your royal Per- 
ſon. Likewiſe here in France I have en- 
deavoured to fignalize myſelf in whatever 
concerned your Majeſty; and to give all 
| requiſite 
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requiſite Proofs of my ſincere Deſire to ſerve 
you to your Miniſters, but in a more particu- 
lar Manner, to the moſt Chriſtian Queen 
your Daughter. Therefore, as a farther De- 
monſtration of my Reſpect, am now to ac- 
quaint your Majeſty, that it has pleaſed his 
Holineſs my Maſter,. to raiſe me to the Dig- 
nity of a Cardinal, I intreat your Majeſty 
graciouſly to accept of this my Daty, and 
to reſt perſuaded, that I ſhall-not be leſs am- 
bitious of ſhewing my Devotion to you hence- 
forward at the Court of Rome, than I have 
been herein France: For I eſteem it a Piece 
of good Fortune, the ſerving the Intereſts of 
your royal Crown, who always make the 
Cauſe of the Church your own, and Piety 
the Rule of your Government! I pray God, 
that he will grant your Majeſty a long and 
proſperous Reign. And am, with profound 


£ 


Humility, Sc. 


Paris, February 
I2, 1 621. 


I 3 LETTER 
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CNT THEE LIND 


To the moſt Serene Cardinal Infant, at 
Madrid, 


HE Promotion of your Highneſs to a 
Cardinal, does the greateſt Honour to 
the ſacred College; ſo that whoever enters in- 
to that Order can have no higher Ambition, 
than to ſerve a Prince, who has given ſo much 
Luſtre to that Dignity. I, who (through 
the Goodneſs of his Holineſs) am exalted to 
that ſacred Character, with the utmoſt Re- 
ſpect offer my Service to your Highneſs, and 
do beſeech you to furniſh me with frequent 
Opportunities of ſhewing my Attachment, 

in as lively a Manner by my Actions, as is 
this zealous Tender of it by Letter, I pray 
God, that he will long continue to the Church, 
that Good, beſtowed on it, in your ſerene Per- 

fon, With Humility I am your Highneſs's 


£0 February | Obedient, &c. 
4000, 


LETTER 
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ETER R IIR. 
Jo the moſt Serene Infanta, at Bruſſels. 


OUR Highneſs knows with how 

much Devotion I have always deſired. 
to ſerve you in my Nunciature, when near 
your ſerene Perſon? and how much I am 
anxious to do the ſame here at the French 
Court, with the moſt Chriſtian Queen your 
Neice. So that your Highneſs will eaſily 
believe, that this Dignity conferred upon me 
is upon no Account ſo agreeable to me, as 
from knowing myſelf better qualified for the 
receiving and executing your Commands: 
For which Reaſon, I preſume to adviſe your 
Highneſs of my Promotion, and to entreat 
you to continue to me thoſe obliging Marks of 
your Fayour at the Court of Rome, which 
for ſo many Years you was pleaſed: to honour | 
me with, when at your Court in Flanders. 
May God long preſerve your Highneſs, and 
grant vou that Completion of Happineſs, due 


4 


to your royal Virtues. 


Paris, February Jam, &c. 


14 LETTER 
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LT T ER IAx. 


To the Serene Archduke Alberto, at, Bruſ- 
— — 


F: Departed from the Court of your. Highngk 
. diſtinguiſhed, with ſo many Marks of your 
Favours as can never be eraſed from my Memo- 
ry. though I can not ſufficiently. 5 Gra- 
titude; nevertheleſs, permit me to "ug ſe my 
new Honours at your nden; er, at Fg 
ſame time that I acquaint you with reſer- 
ment. Nothing will add 1 0 Wag ſure to 
my Increaſe of Fortune, than the findin myſelf 
equally ſubje& to your Authority, t h 
at the Court of Rome, as when L was Nupcio 
in Flanders, I beſeech the ſupreme 
that he will long prefers 3 yout 
the Happineſs you ſo largely diſtribute. to our 
Subjects. g With the utmoſt Reſpect 7 


Paris, February . { am, &c. 
12, 1021. | 


LETTER 
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L ET TEA IXXI 


Ta the Marquis Spinola, Ge/ 77 State to, 
his moſt Catholic Majeſty, Field Marſpal 
15 Flanders, and Captain: General of lle, 
Army in the Palatinate. 


Ft Cannot give your Excellency an Account 
of my Promotion to a Cardinal's Hat, 
till I ln firſt congratulated you upon your 
Sons being preferred. to. the fame Dignity, 
I infinitely rejoice with you on his obtaining 
theſe eccleſiaſtical Honours, joined to the 
military Preferments given to your Family in 
your own Perſon. And I doubt not, but the 
Cardinal will imitate your Virtues, by effectu- 
ally ſerving the Catholick Cauſe, in the Af- 
fairs of the Church as your Excellency has 
done, and ſtill continues to do in the military 
Way. After this Diſcharge of my Duty, [ 
am to inform your Excellency of "the 6 lame 
0 gnity conferred on me, earneſtly defiring 
will diſpoſe of me in che ſame Manner, 
f 5 thout Ceremony, as you did while I was in 
Character as Nuncio in France and Flanders, 
and that your Excellency will belicve, your Son 
cannot have a more devoted Servantat che Court 
of Rome than myſelf. And I hope my Conduct 
will always entitle me to enjoy the Continu- 
ance of your Favours. But I cannot con- 


clude 
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clude this Letter till J have wiſhed you Joy 
of your glorious Succeſſes in the Palatinate ; 
which are ſuch as might be expected from 
ſuch an Army, commanded by ſo great a 
General, in the Defence of ſo good a Cauſe. 
May it pleaſe God to increaſe your Conqueſts, 
and to grant to your Excellency all defirable 
Proſperity, I afteCtionately 


Paris, February FAY» am, &c. 
12, 1621. | 


6 — 
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LETTER LIXXI. 


To the Count Bucoy, General to his Imperial 
Majeſty. 


Am fo ſatisfied of the Joy your Excellen- 

cy has had upon my being exalted to the 
ſacred Dignity of a Cardinal, that I ſeem al- 
ready to have received your Compliments of 
Congratulation upon that Occaſion, At the 
ſame Time your Excellency will do me 
Juſtice, if you believe I laid theſe my new 
Honours at your Feet as ſoon as they were 
conferred on me. But notwithſtanding at 
this Time I am to diſcharge my Duty by 
this Letter. From the Regard I formerly 
profeſſed for your Excellency when in Flan- 
ders, you may judge how deſirous I am 


of 
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of embracing all Occaſions to ſerve you in 
1taly, and particularly at the Court of Rome. 
Amidſt the Joy your Excellency is ſo good to 
be ſenſible of for my Proſperity, I cannot 


do otherwiſe than feel a real Satisfaction for 


yours, with Regard to your perſonal Intereſt, 
as alſo for that which is more immediately re- 
lative to the publick Good. The CatholickCauſe 
more eſpecially, has owed its Proſperity to your 
Bravery in Germany, and it 1s a Queſtion, 
whether you ſignalized your Valour moſt, 


by ſuſtaining the Miſeries and Dangers of 


the War at Vienna, or whether your good 
Conduct was not chiefly conſpicuous in the 
Reduction and taking of Prague. I wiſh 
your Excellency all Happineſs, 


Paris, February | and am, &c. 
12, 1621. 


EET TE. LAM 


To his Eminency Cardinal Valerio, at Rome, 


it was very agreeable to me, that in our Ad- 
vancement we ſhould keep Pace with each 
other, 


V. ou was, Sir, (I find) created a Car- 
dinal at the ſame Time that I was ; 


Rr atagaccc tant rot Hur 
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other, there having always been (even during | 
the Time of our Studies at Padua) a mutual 


liking between us, which has ever ſince con- 
tinued; particularly fo, ſince our being con- 
cerned together in publick Affairs. So that 
you may the more eaſily conceive the Plea- 
ſure I take in your Promotion, and that 
henceforward, I can have no higher Ambition 
than to make my new Dignities ſubſervient 


to you. But ſorrowful News is this which 


imbitters our Joys, and obliges us to comply 


with all the Rules of Sedncks: By the Thack 


of his Holineſs, Pope Paul V. of bleſſed 
Memory, which Advice reached this Place 
eight Days after the Account of our Promo- 
tion. So that I prepared to ſet out im- 
mediately for 1taly, though the Severity of 
the Seaſon, and the Weakneſs of my Con- 
ſtitution, does not permit me to hope for ſo 
ſpeedy a Journey to Rome as I could wiſh. 
And God knows, but this Letter may find you 
out of the Conclave, with the new Pope al- 
ready elected. Oh! how much am I afflicted 
with you, for having immediately loſt ſo good 
a Benefactor; although for ſome Months 


paſt our Advices from Rome, deſcribed him 


to be quite in a declining Condition, and you 
may believe me, that I, for my Part doubted, 
that the firſt Courier which arrived at Paris, 


was the Meſſenger of his Death, inſtead of 


our Preferment. Theſe are the uſual Scenes 
of this World, the moſt difaſtrous are thoſe 
| which 


( 125) | 
which happen moſt frequently. I ſhould 
have been already ſet out, if his Majeſty had 
not deſired me to receive the Hat from his 
own Hands, and To-morrow will arrive the 
Perſon who brings it. If I ſhould not reach 
Rome ſoon enough to be at the Election of a 
new Pope, (which I very much queſtion) 
yet I pray God we may have ſuch a one, as is 
moſt to be deſired for the particular Service 
ofthe apoſtolical See, and for Chriſtianity in 
rom: for in regard to this, you will not 
oubt my Vote and Sentiments unite with 
yours, | = 


Paris, February Tam, &c. 
28, 1621. 5 


n 
To his Holineſs Gregory XV. 


S one of my chief Pleaſures upon my 
Arrival in France, was the hearing 
that your Holineſs was then made a Cardinal; 
ſo 1 could not be ſenſible of a higher Satis- 
faction upon my Return to Italy, than that 
News occaſioned, by your Holineſs being 
exalted to the Degree of Pontifical Majeſty. 
; I 
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I received the Account of it near Lyons, and 
immediately returned Thanks to God, that it 
had pleaſed him to direct the ſacred College 
to ſo worthy a Choice; at which, though I 


could not attend in Perſon f hve neverthe- 


leſs, not failed to intereſt myſelf in the moft 
affectionate and zealous Manner. 1 thought it 
requiſite, that this Letter ſhould be the Fore- 
runner of thoſe dutiful Reſpects, which I am 
ſoon to pay to your Holineſs for this your high 
Exaltation, beſeeching God that you may for 
many Years enjoy it, as for the Good of the 
Church it was by every one fervently defired. 

But I ought not to conclude this without firſt 
informing your Holineſs, that I left his moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty, with ſuch true Notions of 
Piety and Religion, fo full of Duty and Obedi- 
ence to the holy See, and ſo inclined to the 
publick Good of Chriſtianity in general, that 
nothing can render him more worthy the Title 
he bears, or of the royal Virtues that accom- 
pany his Dignity. But of this I will give your 
Holineſs a more particular Account by Word 
of Mouth, as likewiſe of the Condition in 
which 1 have left the Affairs of this Kingdom 
in general, I kiſs your holy Feet, and am, 

with profound Humility, &c. 


Lyons, March 
8, 1621, 


LETTER 
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LET TER LXXV. 


To Mr. Mutio 5 Secretary to the wi 
College, at Rome, 


DIEU Mutio, though but for a ſhort 
Time only, for here I am returning 
back to 1taly, arrived at Turin, and through 
the divine Protection, happily paſſed the Alps 
for the fourth Time of croſſing them in each 
| Seaſon of the Year, Firſt in Summer, by the 
Way of Switzerland, going to my Nuncia- 
ture in Flanders ; then again in the Winter, 
by the Way of Germany; returning from 
thence, the third Time in the Autumn, by 
Savoy, when I was ſent Nuncio to the Court 
of France ; and now in the Spring by Savoy, 
in my Return from thence. From Lyons to 
this Place, I began to enjoy the Spring, which 
has fince accompanied me through the Alps 
with Roads agreeable, and Sky ſerene, except 
at Mount Cenis, which I found covered 
with Snow, with its Summit all Winter, as was 
ſuitable to the Father of the Alpine F amily. 
But the fourth Time is ſufficient, I am fatis- 
fed with Alps, and ſo tired with travelling, 
as is impoſſible to expreſs. My Departure 
from France was unexpected, as was the Oc- 
caſion of it; v:z. the Death of Pope Paul V. 
of bleſſed Memory. So little Time elapſed 

between 
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between my Promotion and his Death, and 
then the Neceſſity of my ſetting out upon his 
Demiſe ; to which thay be added, the con- 
tinual Agitation of Mind and Body, occaſion- 
ed by :heſe Events, that I remain aſtoniſhed! 
and can ſcarce tell whether I am in Lay or 
France; Cardinal or Nuncio; with Pope 
Paul yet living, or with his Succeſſor. I heard 
of his being choſe ſome Day's Journey from 
Paris. They certainly could not have made 
a better Choice, and have teſtified the unani- 
mons Conſent of the ſacred College, by the 
Con clave being opened almoſt as ſoon as it 
was ſhut, ſo that you have had little to do 
in your Office and but a ſhort Time to re- 
main confined in ſo noble a Priſon. But to 
return to myſelf and my Journey; as far as 
Lyons J performed it in a Litter, Part of the 
Alps 1 paſſed in the fame Vehicle, and Part 
in a Chai upon the callous Shoulders of thoſe 
human Goats, called Maroni. I took Leave 
of the Court of France, and received all the 
Marks of Eſteem and Reſpect, it was poſſible 
to deſire : Likewiſe here at Turin, I have 
met with a moſt gracious Reception from the 
ferene Princes, A little before I arrived here, 
there went from this Place his Eminency 
Cardinal de Surdis, who is going to Rome. 
And in two Days {God willing) I ſhall ſet 
out with the greateſt Impatience, to arrive at 
that Court as ſoon as poſſible. In the mean 
Time, this Letter is a Pledge of my Affection, 
which 
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which is a Forerunner of our Meeting, 
Aſcend to the higheſt Part of my Palace 
Monte Cavallo, and with one of my Spying- 
Glaſſes ſee me arrive, and immediately come 
to meet me. I received yours which pro- 
pheſied my Promotion, but no Letter to con- 
gratulate me upon that Occaſion ; Perhaps, it 


will have reached Paris after I left it. I alſo 


had the Account concerning what happened 
in Poland. But of this and a thouſand other 
Occurrences when we meet, and I may ſee 
and know you for my Mutzo, and you can- 
not - deny yourſelf being ſuch, as Secretary to 


the ſacred College, of which I am now a 


Member, though I cannot be ſatisfied that 
you ſhould be mthe in that Senſe only, for I 
wiſh you wholly mine, as you ought to be, 
for I am entirely yours, and wiſh you every 
real Contentment, Ge. 


Turin, March 
20, 1621. 


. 


K LETTERS 
| 


— E 2 —— 3 eee 
— — uʒ—— 


—— — "Mts ware — 


I0 THE 


WRITTEN BY THE 
of France; the Duke then in Spain. 


Cardinal BEN TIVOGLIO 


During the Time he was Nuncio at the Court 


— 


he 
— 


DUKE of MONTELEONE, 


LETTERS 


ON 22 ˙² ut 


ꝗ8ꝙ＋ꝙUA— ae 


_ 


7 Roda 


TL ac 
5 


8 ET PENNE has 


| 


(133 ) 


Some Account of the Duke of Mon- 
_ zeleone, and the Occaſion of wri- 
_ the following Letters. 


HIS Duke was Don Hector Pignatello, 

one of the principal Noblemen of the 
Kingdom of Naples; who went into Spain 
to take the Title of Grandee, His firſt Em- 
ployment was under his moſt Catholick Ma- 
jeſty King Philip III. as Vice-Roy of Catalonia; 
which Character he bore ſeveral Vears, and 
ſo faithfully diſcharged the Duties of that 
high Dignity as to give entire Satisfaction 
and acquire univerſal Applauſe of his Con- 
duct. Being afterwards made Grandee, he 
was appointed to attend into France the In- 
fanta Ama his Majeſty's eldeſt Daughter, 
who was married to Ih moſt Chriſtian King, 
Lewis XIII. The Duke reſided at that 
Court for*more than two Yeats, as Embaſſa- 
dor extraordinary from his moſt Catholick 
Majeſty. During his Reſidence there, he had 
ſo many Marks of Reſpe& and Confidence 
ſhewn him, as is hardly ever paid to any 
foreign publick Miniſter : Nevertheleſs, theſe 
Honours were not equal to his Merit, being 


endowed with ſuch great Virtues, Moral, 
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Civil, and Chriſtian, When he returned in- 
to Spain, his Majeſty with the unanimous Ap- 
probation of his Court, immediately appoint- 
ed him one of his Countellots of State; that 


is to ſay, he was initiated into the Myſteries 


of Government; where while by his Merit he 
was aſpiring to new Honours, Death in a 
ſhort Time overtook him, leaving ſuch a 


| thorough Senſe of his Worth in Hain, as 


equalled all he could expect from his native 
Italy. At the Time of the Duke's Reſidence 
in France, Cardinal Bentivoglio was Nuncio 


there from the apoſtolical See; and from the 


Tranſaction of publick Affairs between them 
they entered into an intimate Correſpondence, 
which was continued by Letter, by expreſs 
Order from the Court of Rome, and with 


the Approbation of the French Miniſters them- 


ſelves; who by this Means, hoped a right 
Intelligence might be kept up between the 
two Courts. The following Letters were 
wrote to the Duke, by Cardinal Bent i vag lio, 


to the Time of his Promotion to a Hat; af- 


ter which, he ſet out for Rome, upon the De- 
miſe of Pope Paul V. of bleſſed Memory. 
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DUKE of MONTELEONE, 


Dutiog the Time he was Nuncio at the 
Court of France; the Duke then in Spain. 


WP Wo pO WA 
dh To the Dube de Monteleone, at Bruſſels. 


ERH APs this will arrive ſooner than 
your Excellency ; could I be there 
0 myſelf in Perſon, how great would be 
my Satisfaction, to enjoy the Pleaſures of that 
Court for a few Days, and the Opportunity 
of ſerving you. But I am in a publick Cha- 
racter, that is to ſay, confined here; and for 
2 K 4 the 
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terday, and To-day did me the Honou 
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the preſent at leaſt, deprived of all Hopes of 
exchanging Paris for Bruſſels. I- had the 
Letter your Excellency favoured me with 
from Villecuray, and by that the Account of 
the Arrival of Don Fernando Girone, and 
that through your Means, he isalready poſſeſſed 
of his Employment, Upon his Arrival here, 
I immediately paid him a Viſit, and found 
him perfectly well verſed in the Affairs of 
this Kingdom, * agreeable to your Re 5 
of hin, and my Expectation concerning him; 
we were intimately acquainted in Flanders, 


and L always had a high - Opinion af. bis 


= 


Merit, Prudence and Valdur; ſo that adding 
to private Conſiderations thoſe of the publick, 


your Excellency: may allure yourſelf, I ſhall 
uſe my utmoſt Endeavours to ſet ve him hese, 
as the preſent State of Things is of a higher 
Nature than formerly. I am ſorry he has 
taken a Houſe fo diſtant from mine, it is- out 
of the Gate St. Honore ; that is to fay, at 
the contrary End of Paris it is/true} the Fa- 
tigue is the Horſes. We have here nothing 
new, but the ſadden Arrival of the Dake de 
Guiſe, who came here the Day before Veſ- 


Viſit. As yet he has not acquainted me 
the Occaſion of his ſourney, being deſireus 
firſt to ſee the King, and for this Reaſon, 
To- morrow is to have an Audience of his 
Majefty. As to the Affairs relative to the 
en Mother, hitherto they have gone - on 
7 | | F 271 UCs 
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ſucceſsfully ; which manifeſts the great Abi- 


lities of Father Arnulfo, We ſhall ſee the 


Event. I have nothing more material to add 


to your Excellency, but that after a ſhort 


Tour at Bruſſels, you may ſoon. find yourſelf 


in Spain, as your Heart and Thoughts are 
already there, The Duke de Guiſe tells me, 
our/new,Nuncio from Spain diſembarked at 
Marſeilles, and was to perform the Remain- 
der of his Journey through Avignon by Land, 
1o that it is poſſible your Exceliency will not 
meet Mr. Caetano at Madrid. How extream- 
ly, concerned. am I to loſe the Correſpondence 
of ſo emine: t a Prelate, not leſs renowned 


for his Virtues, than — Nobleneſs of Blood. 


In a. Correſpondence of twelve Years, which 

elapſed during our Management of publick 
Affairs, his Letters ſerved me for Inſtruction; 
ſo much was to be learnt from the Sublimity 


of his Stile and conſummate Judgment, 1 
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. T Y nn n 
To the ſame, at Madrid. 


| TILL to this Hour my Wiſhes and 
even my Sight deceives me, in making 


me imagine your Excellency has not yet quit- 


ted this Court; the Houſe you lived in, when 
I paſs by that Way, ſtill feems inhabited by 
you. Paris without you, is no more like the 
fame Place. I am at laſt forced to be con- 


vinced you have left it, and that inſtead of 


being amongſt us, you have carried France 


with you; that?is to ſay, the Hearts of the 


People. And if the Hearts of the French 
attend you, what are you to think of mine 
that is Italian, and attached to you by ſo ma- 
ny Favours! A greater, your Excellency could 
not have conferred on me, than by giving me 
an Account of your ſafe Arrival at Blois, and 
of the gracious Reception you met with from 
the Queen Mother at that Place. I am in- 
finitely obliged to you for this Intelligence, 
and from ſo good a Beginning of your Jour- 
ney I form to myſelf the Hope of a happy 
Concluſion. The Cardinal of Savoy has late- 
ly made the Propoſal of Marriage to the King; 


and now Mr. de Fargis is diſpatched to give 


Advice thereof to his moſt Catholick Majeſty. 
Before he ſet out he paid me a Viſit, 2 


( 139 ) 
him I anſwer your Excellency's Favour as he 
is in haſte, ſo my Letter muſt be haſty ; that 
is to ay, ſhort. May you happily paſs the 
_ Pyranean Mountains, and not with the Sight 
of France loſe the Remembrance. of all 
French Objects; but above all things, don't 


forget with what a N Regard my beſt 


Wilkes attend you. 


P arit, November 1 ak; &c, 
20, 1618. 8 
2 — — — — — 2 


Ern n 
9 the ſame, at Madrid. 


ERE Iam amidſt new Diſtarbarices, | 


and God grant they prove not the 
greateſt France has ſeen tor ſome time. The 
Queen Mother has not been able to contain 
| herſelf any longer within ihe Limits of Pa- 
tience; fo that the 22d in the Night her 
Majeſty ſuddenly 1 Blots, the Duke 4 
Epernon attending to carry her off. The 
Method of her Flight is related as follows: 
Towards the Middle of the Night her Ma- 
jeſty deſcended from a Window of the Caſtle, 
and being got out of the City, found a Coach 
: with a hundred Horſe. About a 


League 
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Spain, aſſured the Queen that he would ſee 


nm 
League from thence ſhe joined d Epernon 
who waited for her with three hundred Horſe 


more. Your Excellency may eaſily figure to 


yourſelf, what great Perplexity this occaſioned 
at Court. The King immediately came from 
St, Germains, where he was with his Court, 
and this Event has wholly, employed the At- 


tention of the Council ; which hitherto ſeem 


unanimouſly bent upon War, and that the 
King in Perſon muſt take the Field. Already 
Schemes are propoſed for raiſing Money and 

Soldiers, that his Majeſty may ſet out as ſoon 
as poſſible, in order to ſuppreſs this growing 


Evil, which is nevertheleſs, not ſuppoſed to 


be in Embrio, but already come to its full 
Birth, Since it is certainly believed, that 
this is a Preparation of the utmoſt Conſe- 
quence, and that, other principal Noblemen 
of the Kingdom are concerned in the Plot 
with 4 Epernon. As your | Excellency may 
imagine, the Favourites find themſelves great- 
ly aſtoniſhed; fince in ſhort, from that Quar- 
ter the Miſchief ariſes, and there the Remedy 
is neceſſary, ' It is certain, they might take a 
better Method with the Chiefs in general; 
and particularly with the Queen, who be- 


 lieving herſelf amuſed with Promiſes, and 


fearing to be reduced to worſe Terms, has 
ſuffcred herſelt to proceed to Extremities. 
Nevertheleſs, the King ſome Days ſince by 
Mr. de Fargis, who is lately returned from 


her, 
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her, and it 1s reckoned certain, he would 
have done ſo before the End of Lent. vet 
theſe Hopes were not ſufficient to remove all 
Suſpicions ; and now the Evil is become fo 
heavy, that it will be difficult to apply a gen- 
tle Medicine with any Effect. The Queen 
| carried with her of her Attendants only the 
Tralian Women, and two French Domeſticks. 
Epernon accompanied her Majeſty to Soches, 
a Place where he is Governor, and it is ima- 
gined by this time, the Queen will be re- 
tired ſomewhere towards Angoille/mme, or San- 
tonge, which are under his Government, and 
two ſtrong Places. At this Place were cele- 
brated the Nuptials of Madame with the 
Prince of Piedmont, who arrived here Poſt at 
the End of the Carnival, accompanied by 
Prince Thomas his Brother, The Carnival 
concluded with two magnificent Balls ; the 
one given by the King, and the other by the 
Queen; and both were very brilliant. I 
write in Haſte by a Courier, diſpatched from 
hence by the Spaniſb Embaſſador; fo that 
after returning your Excellency Thanks for 
your obliging Letter of the 24th Ur. with 
affectionate Reſpect, 
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Paris, February 1 am, &c. 
25, 1619. 


LETTER 
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LETTER W. 
To the ſame, at Madrid. 


Am indebted to your Excellency for a 
Letter, brought me by the laſt Courier 
from Spain, which gave me as uſual, infinite 


Pleaſure, having in that an Account of your 


Health, and alſo freſh Affurances of your 
Regard for me. From a Multiplicity of 
Affairs, for ſeveral Days I have not been at 
Leiſure to write to your See ar , Nor are 
Orcas of Employment wanting. Already 

u will have been informed, al that 3 
happened here ſince the Queen Mother went 
from Blois. Her Majeſty is now at Angou- 
leſme, to which Place the King has diſpatch- 
ed Monſieur Bethune, to adjuſt and ſettle 
Things to her Satisfaction. For the fame 
Purpoſe is likewiſe ſent thither, Father Berul- 
les, General of the Order of regular Prieſts, 
belonging to this Kingdom, As yet the Queen 
will not unboſom herſelf any otherwiſe, than 


by lamentable Complaints, and talks more of 


the Diſeaſe, than applying a proper Remedy; 
the Wound is angered, therefore no Wonder 
if all Applications are moſt ſenſibly felt. But 
it is to be hoped, that in this Caſe, Nature is 
the beſt Phyſician ; that is to ſay, the natural 
Affection 3 a Mother, with the fame filial 


— 


„ 

Regard due from the Child to the Parent. 
But as on the King's Part, they continue 
greatly to augment the Army, it may give 
Birth to many and great Troubles, though the 
firſt Warmth of Paſſion is ſomething abated, 
ſince his Majeſty was reſolved to head his 
Army himſelf; and it is now believed, he 
will not leave Paris, nor abandon this Place 
which is of too much Conſequence. The 
principal Forces are deſtined for Guienne and 
Champaigne, calculating that in each of theſe 
Places will be formed an Army of fifteen 
thouſand Foot, and two- hundred and fifty 
Horſe. The King's Reſentment is chiefly 
againſt the Duke d Epernon ; and the Queen's 
againſt Monſieur de Luines. But when the 
Chiefs are united, one may naturally hope a 
Reconciliation will enſue, betwixt all other 
Parties concerned in the Quarrel. To this 
Pad, I have done all the good Offices in my 
Power with the King, and by the Means of 
Father Berulles, have interpoſed equally in 
the Affair with the Queen. I have talked to 
Monſieur de Luines as a Friend upon the Sub- 
ject, and as Nuncio, have endeavoured to con- 
vince him, that no one is more particularly 
intereſted than himſelf in this Reconciliation, 
which every one ought to wiſh for between 
the King and Queen: I found him well- 
diſpoſed, but withal inclined to great Diffi- 
dence and Jealouſy ; nor is it to be doubted, 
but that this is the peccant Humour, which 

muſt 
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muſt be "rooted out to render the Diſcaſe 


curable, and there are not wanting thoſe, who 
inſtead of Medicine, adminiſter Poiſon. And 


as your Excellency may imagine, the natural 


Ditpoſition of the People (fo prone to change) 
has no ſmall Influence in this Buſineſs. But 
you are out of theſe Diſturbances, and ſweet 
are your Slumbers. I know not what friend- 
ly Genius it was, that ſo ſuddenly raviſhed 


you away from hence. The Hour tor Leave 


to retire, you thought ſlow in its Approach ; 


and ſtill more tedious you thought the Courier 


who brought thoſe Diſpatches. Does not 
your Excellency remember the Obſervation 
you then made ? that this Place better than 
any other, teaches us to know the World; 
and fo it is! if this ſo large and magnificent 
Kingdom, is ſo often afflicted with Calamities, 


and ſuch frequent Revolutions, what Eſti- 


mate ought we to make of earthly Happi- 
neſs! To-day is Aſb-Wedneſday, and this a 
Reflection ſuitable to the Day. The Prince 
of Conde is gre:xly indiſpoſed, agitated by a 
thouſand Hopes and Fears, either of gaining 
his Liberty or not ; it is poſſible theſe Anxie- 


ties of the Mind may occafion his Illneſs, 


from which, it is nevertheleſs believed his 
Youth will extricate him. The Queen now 
reigning, is in perfect Health, and conducts 
herſelf extreamly well. I often aſk her what 
the Dauphin is doing? and now that your 
Majeſty is a Wife, when will you become a 

Mother. 
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Mother. She bluſhes, ſmiles, and is filent ; 
but without Banter, already they begin to talk 
of her Pregnancy, A thouſand other Things 
relating to the Occurrences of this Place, 
1 will be adviſed of by other 
Hands. 


Paris, March Ju, Ke. 
27, 1619. 


L247 TR 3, 
To the ſame, at Madrid, 


A SI am continually wiſhing for an Op- 
A portunity to write to your Excellency, 
ſo I cannot omit this Occaſion which offers, 
of a Spaniſh Courier paſſing through this Place 
in his Way from Flanders. With Regard to 

Affairs relating to the Queen Mother; we 
are here ſeeking out Methods to bring them to 
a happy Concluſion. To this Effect there 
went from hence laſt Week, the Cardinal 
Rochefoucault to give her Majeſty a Meeting, 
in the Name of the King; and for the ſame 
Cauſe Father Berulle, lately arrived at Paris, 
is gone back again to Angoileſme. The King 
is deſirous to ſee the Queen, and here they 


ſeem inclined to an Agreement, which in Fact 
— L con- 


— 
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conſiſts in their Majeſties living together. 
I, who on my Part, interpoſed my zealous 

Endeavours, and was one of thoſe who ſol- 
licited the Cardinal's being tent, am convinced 
of the King's good Intentions. But the Queen 
cannot reſolve to truſt them, nor from the 
moſt ſenſible Jealouſy, paſs all at once to the 
greateſt Security and Confidence. Yet, not- 
withſtanding theſe Obſtacles, the Cardinal is 
gone, and admitting an entire Reconciliation 
is not to be effected, ſomething muſt be 
thought of, to mitigate and ſoften the Mat- 
ter ; which Expedient will be as People con- 

jecture, the giving the Queen ſome little 


Government, with tome ſtrong Place, where 


ſhe may maintain herielf in Security. On 
the King's Part, all Occaſions of War are 
molt carefully avoided, and we ought to hope, 
that the ſame Deſigns influence the Queen; 
yet ſome Incitements to Arms have happened 
in the Limoſin, but that of ſo little Moment, 
as will not, it is thought, be attended with 
any very fatal Conſequences, I beſeech al- 


mighty God, that all Things, as well as the 


Affairs of Bobemia, may be ſoon adjuſted, 
and the Empire adorned with a worthy Suc- 
ceſſor. This Monarch ſhews a general Good- 
wall, not only to the Catholick Cauſe in Ger- 
many, but to King Ferdinand in particular, 
which he has already declared to him, as like- 
wiſe to his moſt Catholick Majeſty. Some- 
thing more is expected from the profound Si- 

lence 
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lence the Spanzards obſerve, during the Com- 
motions in France, Such are the uſual 


Jealouſies which keep up perpetual Enmity 


between theſe two Crowns, even when they 
are ſeemingly enjoying the utmoſt Peace and 


Tranquility together, The Prince of Conde 


was in great Danger, then grew better, and 
is now upon the Recovery, His Majeſty 
wrote to him with his own Hand, exhorting 
him to purſue” all proper Methods for a 


ſpeedy Cure, telling him at the ſame Time, 


to hope for his Liberty, and ſent him back. 


his Sword, which was taken from him when 
he was carried to Priſon. Your. Excellency 

will continue to me the uſual Place 1 had in 
your Eſteem, whillt 


Paris, April 1 am, &c. 
7, 1619. | 


L ET T E KR VL 
To the ſame, at Madrid. 


HE laſt Courier brought me no Ad- 


vices from your Excellency, nor have 


I much to write to you by this Expreſs. Fa- 
ther Berulle is lately arrived here, ſent by his 


Eminency Cardinal Rochefoucault, and has 


2 given 
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= the King to underſtand, that at this 
Time the Queen his Mother thinks it moſt 
adviſable to retire to ſome Government, 
where ſhe may preſerve herſelf in Peace and 
Quietneſs. The Government offered to her, 
1s that of Anjou, with the City and Citadel of 
Angers, beſides two other adjacent Places; 
the one called the Pont de Sey, ſituated upon 
the River Loire, and the other Chinon, upon 
a River which diſcharges itfelf into the 
Loire. The Queen was ſollicitous to have 
had likewiſe Amboiſe, or Nantes; but the 
King did not think proper to acquieſce to ſuch 
a Demand. Father Berulle ſet out Veſter- 
day for Angollleſme, with theſe his Majeſty's 
final Reſolutions; who in the mean while, 
reſolves to go to Orleans, there to wait the 
ultimate Determinations of the Queen, and 
to take ſuch Council as the Nature of the 
Affair may require, I believe the Queen 
will reſt ſatisfied with the firſt Offer, and 
place her chief Security in the Heart of her 
Son ; nor indeed ſhould the King be defirous 
of any other Union, preferable to that of Na- 
ture. From Orleans will be notified to the 

ublick Miniſters, what is required of them, 

, for my Part, pray God to remove all Occa- 
ſions for travelling to and fro; that ſo far 
Things may change for the better, as amidſt 
the general Tranquility we ourſelves may en- 
joy ſome Repoſe. For ſome Days paſt, Don 
Ferdinand Cirone has been dangerouſly ill; 
| he 


„„ 
he is now better; though he is not yet entirely 
free from bis Fever. I have been lately at 
St. Germains, where I found the Queen in 
perfect Health. Perhaps this Letter will find 
your Excellency on your Journey to Portugal; 
whether fixed or moving, my Withes for your 
Proſperity always attend you with their uſual 
Zeal, For, with Affection, Sir, 


Paris, May Tan, &c. 
15, 1619. ” 


LT TE vi 
To the ſame, at Madrid. 


OUR Excellency's two laſt Favours 

of the 11th and 12th Uf. were both 
delivered to me at the ſame Time. And I 
found that Pleaſure in reading of them, which 
beſt could correſpond with that impaticnt 
Deſire I had td receive them; for to confeſs 
the Truth, I already grew jealous upon Ac- 
count of this unuſual Silence. I obſerve your 
Excellency's Sentiments concerning Affairs 
here, altogether ſuitable with your ſingular 
Prudence, and alſo agreeable to the Opinions 
of the moſt thinking Part of this Nation. T, 
on my Part, acknowledge, from what Judge 
L 3 ment 


— 
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ment I could form of ſuch an Action, as was 
the Eſcape of the Queen Mother out of the 
Caſtle of Blozs, with all the Circumſtances 
attending it. I am of the ſame Way of 
Thinking with yourſelf, and from the firſt 
of my interfering in this Matter, I counſelled 
his Majeſty to lay aſide all Thoughts of War, 
and to chuſe milder Methods. To confeſs 
the Truth, what Paſſions merit greater In- 
dulgence than thoſe a Mother feels, who 
ſees herſelf deprived of that Duty and Affec- 
tion, ſhe might expect to find in a Son, Be 
that as it will, the almighty Being in this (as 
likewiſe upon other Occaſions) has looked 
upon France with a favourable Eye. Al- 
ready Things are accommodated, and Peace 
will enſue in a little Time. Her Majeſty 
has thought proper to accept of the Govern- 
ment of Anjou, and the Places before men- 
tioned, without infiſting upon the Article be- 
fore demanded, of having Amboiſe or Nantes, 
having likewiſe renounced all Claim to Nor- 
mandy. Nevertheleſs, her Majeſty declares, 
and would have every one know, that her 


chief Place is in the Heart and Favour of the 


King her Son ; in which ſhe repoſes her Se- 
curity and Reſt, In ſhort, ſhe talks with all 
the Tenderneſs of a Mother, and we are to 
hope, will act accordingly. Theſe are the 
laſt Advices from Court, and this the preſent 
State of Things. God grant them a happy 

Conclulion, which muſt be a Union between 


Mother 


E 

Mother and Son. If a right Underſtanding 
is ſo highly to be wiſhed for in private Life, 
how much more deſirable is it when it relates 
to royal Perionages; this gives Strength to 
their Dominions, their domeſtick Peace and 
Tranquilicy ; rendering the publick Quiet 
more firm and laſting. But no more concern- 
ing the Affairs of this Place. I obſerve what 
your Excellency was pleaſed to write to me 
relating to ain: I really thought you would 
have attended his moſt Catholick Majeſty in 
to Portugal; and as you remarked, ſuppoſe 
ſomething of (onſequence detained you at 
Madrid. All the Letters from your Parts 
are full of bad Omens to the Marquis of 
Settichieſe, But is it poſſible almoſt three 
Millions of Gold, ſuch an immenſe Ocean of 
Treaſure, imbezzled! notwithſtanding which, 
what Homage is paid to this Idol of Fortune? 
and yet he has been no more than barely the 
Reverberation of it. Clouds are gathering 
over Germany, at laſt they muſt come to 
Arms. Already the Forces from Flanders, 
by what we hear, have began to paſs the 
Rhine, and if they meet with no Oppoſition, 
they will be a ſtrong Reinforcement to King 
Ferdinand. I fincercly remain, &c. 


Paris, May 
28, 1019. 


. 
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LET TEK. 
To the ſame, at Madrid. 


OUR Excellency muſt have Patience 
with me, and permit me to complain 
of theſe exceſſive Heats! Oh what cruel 
Heat! which to fay Truth has converted the 
Climate of France, to that of Spain; and 
Tours into Seville, If you have ſuffered the 
ſame in Proportion where you are, I heartily 
pity you. Ours has been ſo much the more 
inſupportable, as the former Part of the Sum- 
mer rather reſembled the Spring. July was 
temperate as April, but the Month of Anguft 
is not to be endured, one can neither ſleep 
by Nights, nor reſt by Days ; but is obliged 
to turn Night into Day. The Day before 
Yeſterday the Maſter of the Horſe came to 
y me a Viſit at the Abbey of Marmotier, 
where I lodge, exactly as it was dark; and 
Yeſterday the Duke of Guiſe, when it was 
ſcarce Day. But theſe Extreems will not 
laſt, for as your Excellency well knows, all 
Paſſions here (even thoſe of the Elements) are 
tranſient and fugitive ; But enough of this, 
now to diſcourſe of other Matters. I am now 
at Tours, the Court being here; and with 
Regard to publick Affairs, all are centered at 
preſent in thoſe which concern the Queen 
Mother; 
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Mother; but we may ſoon hope to ſee them 
happily concluded, to the Satisfaction of all 
honeſt Men. Already her Majeſty is reſolved 
to give the Kinga Meeting here at Tours, a 
Work chiefly owing to the Prince of Pzed- 
mont going to Angoũleſme. The Duke of 
Monbaſone has ſince been twice ſent thither by 
the King, to demonſtrate plainly to the Queen 
the good Intentions of Monſieur de Luines, 
his Son in-Law; fo that in ſhort, her Ma- 
jeſty has determined to throw aſide all Fears 
and come to the King. According to the 
different Paſſions and Prejudices of People, 
ſuch have been their Council, nor are there 
wanting thoſe, who even at this Time adviſe 
her not to truſt herſelf, Indeed I was one of 
that Number, who were moſt earneſt in per- 
ſuading her Majeſty to come here, and that 
through Father Tojeph, a Capuchin Fryer, 
who went not many Days ſince to Angod- 
leſme. I writ to the Queen, and cauſed it 
frankly to be told her Majeſty, hat ſhe ought 
not to harbour any Doubts, nor delay it lon- 
ger, for that I had the ſtrongeſt Raon ima- 
ginable to aſſure her Majeſty, that Things 
here could not be better diſpoſed, nor have a 
more promiſing Appearance. I had the 
Honour of a moſt obliging Letter from her 
Majeſty, in which ſhe was pleaſed to ap- 
prove of my Advice, as alſo of the Freedom 
with which J applied it; and really to fay 
the Truth, no Body diſcerned the Hearts of 

e the 
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the King and Monſieur de Lines, better than 
myſelf. We expect her ſoon here, and were it 
poſſible to have their Interview happen upon 
St. Lewis's Day, it were to be wiſhed to ren- 


der that Day (already fo proſperous to France) 


ſtill more conſpicuous, Great Advantages 
are expected from this Reconciliation, as 
from Diſcords, terrible Miſchiefs were to be 
apprehended ; and more eſpecially at this 
Time. The Hugonots being to meet this 
Month, who came with wicked Intentions, 
which nothing can ſooner facilitate, than the 
Continuation of Difagreements in the royal 
Family, In this Condition then are Affairs 
relating to her Majeſty. And Tours ſhall be 


as remarkable to future Times for her Arrival 


upon this Occaſion, as B/ozs will be memora- 
ble for her Eſcape not many Months ago. 
In my Journey to the Court, I ſaw at Blois 


the Window wnich ſhe deſcended from at 


Midnight, as likewiſe the reſt of that Caſ- 


_ tle, which ſeems deſtined to be the Scene of 


all the moſt tragical Incidents remarkable in 
France. I in a particular Manner took 
Notice of that Chamber in the royal Apart- 
ments, where was murdered the Duke of 
Guiſe, at the Meeting of the States in the 


Time of Henry III. Here, ſaid they, he re- 


ceived the firſt Blow, upon this very Spot; 


here his Sword was half unſheathed, and here 


they killed him; and here, in this Place 


| ſtood concealed the King to ſee him die. 


But 


: (O53 
But my Horror was greater upon viewing the 
Place ; where the Day after the Cardinal his 
Brother was cruelly put to Death by Blows 
with Halbards. I alſo ſaw the Room, where 
was impriſoned at the fame Time Cardinal 
Bourbon; and laſtly that, where within eight 
Days after, died of a broken Heart, Queen 
Catherine, oppreſſed to the higheſt Degree of 
Sorrow, for ſo ſad an Event, and for the 
more dreadful Conſequences which ſhe fore- 
told when near expiring. I attentively con- 
ſidered thoſe animated Walls as breathing 
the Miſeries of Crowns, in the Midſt of 
their ſeeming Happineſs, But let us return 
to Tours, and this moſt delightful Country, 
which may be juſtly named the Arcadia of 
France; there wanting nothing but ſome 
celebrated French Poet to deicribe it, and if 
not the Arcadia, is properly called the Garden 
of this Kingdom; ſo ſmoothly glides that 
lovely River called the Loire, fo delighttul 
are its Banks, fo abounding with Fruits, and 
a Variety of pleaſing Prolſpects. But what does 
your Excellency think of the Situation of 
Tours? with its oppoſite Suburbs; where is 
to be ſeen this famous Monaſtery of Mar- 
morier. What do you think of thoſe little 
Iſlands? which form a Bridge by Nature, 
Joined to that made by Art ; by which one 
paſſes the River to enter the City: And what 
do you think of ſo many Trees which ſpring 


— 


1 
up amidſt the Buildings, in that Part of the 
Town which forms the Suburbs and Iſlands, 
which here and there unite, all contributing 
to make a moſt heavenly Scene. But your 
Excellency (when at Tours) obſerved theſe 


Things perhaps better than I. Nevertheleſs 


I was willing to renew them to your Me- 


mory, and with it the Pleaſures ariſing from 


ſuch agreeable Reflections. And this ſuffices 
with regard to Things here. The Progreſs 
of Count Bucoy (ſince the Reinforcement 


ſent him from Flanders) is daily aggrandized. 
In Frankfort the Electors have already ac- 


knowledged Ferdinand as King of Bohemia, 
an Earneſt to him for his future Exaltation 


to the Empire. Things cannot take a more 


favourable Turn in thoſe Parts, for the In- 
tereſt of Ferdinand in particular, or for the 
Advantage of Religion in general, I ſhall 


_ finiſh this with acknowledging the Receipt of 
your Excellency's Favour of the 27th Lit. 


and congratulating you upon the Promotion 
of the Serene Infant, third Son to his moſt 


Catholick Majeſty, to a Cardinal's Hat; an 


Event of great Ornament to the ſacred Col- 


lege, and Advantage to the Church, I am, 


Sir, fincerely yours, 


Tours, Auguſt 
28, 1619. 


LETTER 
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LETTER 1K, 
To the ſame, at Madrid. 


A T length the exceſſive Heats are abated, 
and more properly adapted to the 
Climate of France. The Queen Mother 
ſuſpended her Journey upon Account of the 
extreme hot Weather, and did not arrive at 
Tours till the 15th Inſtant. Her Entry was 
ſufficiently magnificent. The King ordered 
throughout the Journey that the ſame Ho- 
nours ſhould be paid her as to himſelf in Per- 
ſon, and three Leagues from hence he went to 
meet her, attended by the whole Court ; ac- 
companied by the Queen his Conſort, and his 
two Siſters with the reſt of the Princeſles, 
who returned with her Majeſty into Tours. 
The King returning firſt to receive the 
Queen Mother here with all the Demonſtra- 
tions of a moſt affectionate Reſpect. Their firſt 


Interview was extreamly moving, particularly 


the Queen ſhed a Torrent of Tears. After 
which the requiſite Satisfactions were given 


and received by each Party, and no one doubts 


but that their Hearts will be united. The 
new Duke of Luines appeared content; and 
between him and the Biſhop of Luſſon, a per- 
fect and right Agreement is eſtabliſhed. Theſe 


are the two principal Engines, chiefly capa- 
bie 


E N 8 


SRD, EB Ee — — 


( 158 ) 


ble of preſerving a proper Harmony between 
the royal Perſonages. Luſſon having equal 
Influence with the Queen, as Luines with 


the King. The great Qualities of the for- 
mer are known to your Excellency; particular- 
ly in this Affair, he has ſhewn great Judg- 
ment, and received the due Commendations 
for it. The Queen Mother is at laſt ſafe in 
Port after being long expoſed to a Variety of 


Stornis. I have had frequent Conferences 


with her Majeſty upon the Occaſion of theſe 
Troubles, nor can I expreſs how much my 
Services ſeemed acceptable to her, nor how 
ſenſible ſhe is of her great Obligations to his 
Holineſs. Now their Majeſties have been 
here together a Fortnight, they are reſolved 


to quit Tours to go <llewhere, The King and 


ueen Conſort in two or three Days will fet 
out for Chartres there to continue till they 
take other Reſolutions. The Queen Mother 


will go to her Government of Angers; 


but with Intention to return to the King as 
ſoon as poſſible. At this Time we have no- 
thing elſe here of Conſequence, and you per- 


| haps already know that King Ferdinand is 


elected Emperor; which is not of leſs Mo- 


ment to the publick Good of Germany than 


the Reconciliation is here for the Advantage 
of France. I am, dear Sir, yours. 


Tours, $ eptember 
15, 1619. 


LETTER 
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r 
To the ſame, at Madrid. 


ERE I am at Paris, though properly 

ſpeaking as a Paſſenger only, being 
come to ſettle ſome private Affairs of my 
own, and then to go join the Court, which 
from the laſt Account was daily expected to 
remove to Fontainbleau. At preſent they 
are afraid of a contagious Diſtemper ; now 
common in Paris, though it is hoped ihe 
firſt cold Weather will entirely extinguiſh it. 
Upon my Arrival in this City I received your 
Excellency's laſt Favour, with the uſual Sa- 
tisfaction, which the Account of your Health 
and Proſperity 1s always accompanied with ; 
particularly when attended with repeated De- 
monſtrations of your Regard for me. It is 
certainly true, your Obſervation with Re- 
gard to the Cardinal Infant, that ſo many 
great and good Qualities are really ſeen to 
unite in one of ſuch tender Years; ſo that the 
ſacred College cannot complain for the Want 
of a Cardinal well-inclined. I have already 
complimented your Excellency upon that for- 
tunate Event, and am greatly pleaſed to find 
that our Joy is reciprocal. Here is little ſtirring 
worthy your Notice. Their Majeſties ſepa- 
rated in the Manner before mentioned, The 


Prince 
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Prince and Princeſs of Savoy, with Prince 
Thomas, ſet out directly for Italy. We have 
an extraordinary Piece of News from Bohe- 
mia, that they have choſe the Elector 
Palatine for their King, though it is not yet 
confirmed that he has accepted that Dignity ; 
it is imagined he will think of it more than 
once betore he does ſo. His moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty immediately declared he could not 
approve of the Election, and in very ſtrong 
Terms exhorted the Elector himſelf not to ac- 


cept of it, agreeable to this he has done his 


Endeavours with the King of England. The 
Danger with Regard to Religion is ſufficient- 
ly evident, contrary to the lawful Authority 
of any Prince, particularly with Regard to the 
Monarchs of this Kingdom, who have al- 
ready Hugonots amongſt them, ſo that no- 
thing can be of more fatal Conſequence to 
France than this Proceeding of Bohemia. 

Here they ſee it very plainly, which has in- 
duced his Majeſty to interpoſe his Authority 
as I before obſerved ; and ſhould Occaſion re- 
quire it, he will go through with it. I ſhall. 
not- be remiſs in doing the Duties of my 
Office, and ſhall continue my Endeavours 
to prevent it; for if not ſpeedily remedied it will 
ſtrike too deep into the Catholick Cauſe. 
This bad News has been counter-ballanced by 
the Election of King Ferdinand to the Em- 
pire. Theſe are the Effects of that ebbing 
and flowing, which influences all human 
Affairs 
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Aﬀairs! To-day flouriſhing, To-morrow de- 
clining, and from this their Mutability ſuffi- 
cient (one would imagine) to depreciate and 
leſſen their Value in the Eyes of ſuch as are 
Idolaters of this vile Earth. I remain your 
Excellency's moſt obedient Servant, 


Paris, October 
I, 1619. 


„ r fr n 
To the ſame, at Madrid. 


HEN the Poſt fet out for Rome; 

at the ſame Time the Spaniſb Cou- 

rier went from hence, ſo my Diſpatches 
are brief; nevertheleſs, the Contents of this 
Letter will render it of ſome Conſequence, 
Yeſterday the Prince of Conde was ſet at Liber- 
ty. The Duke de Luines arriving the Day 
before at the Bois de Vincennes for that Pur- 
poſe, and immediately conducted him to his 
Majeſty, now at Chantilly, a molt delightful 
Place belonging to the Duke de Montmorency, 
Brother-in-Law to the Prince of Conde. 
Time will ſhew the Conſequence of this 
fortunate Event, provided the Prince per- 
forms thoſe Conditions, by which he ob- 
tained 


( 162 


tained his Enlargement ; which were, to 
defend Religion, and be a loyal good Subject; 
all which is expected of him. Our Accounts 
from Germany are bad. The Elector Pa- 
latine has not only accepted of the Crown of 
Bohemia, but the Hungarians alſo, in Imita- 
tion of the Bohemians, have choſe for their 
King Barlem Gabor, Prince of Tranſilvania; 
by which your Excellency may naturally 
conclude, the Hereticks of all Parts are uni- 
ted together ; therefore it is of the utmoſt 
Conſequence, that all true Catholicks ſhould 
be upon their Guard ; otherwiſe, this Indo- 
lence, or rather lethargick Diſorder may 
prove fatal. I am ſtill at Paris. The Court 
is going to Compergne, a Place in P:caray, 
inſtead of Fontainbleat, as they firſt deſigned; 
which has by his Majeſty been notified, and 
that his Majeſty would ſoon draw near Paris; 
which, though it has not happened yet, 
nevertheleſs we hope the King will be within 
a little while at Fontainbleau, and perhaps he 
may viſit Sf, Germains, the infectious Dif- 
order being ceaſed, and nothing of it remain- 
ing but the Name. I received your Excel- 
lency's Letter with the uſual Satisfaction, and 
am moſt reſpectfully yours. 


Paris, October 
21, 1019. 


LETTER 
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LETTER oxi 
To the ſame, at Madrid, 


Received your Excellency's Letter of the 
26th Ulr. at Compergne, but from thence I 
had not Leiſure to anſwer it; I therefore entreat 
you not to wonder at my Silence. Upon 
publick Buſineſs I went to Comprigne, and | left 
it at the ſame Time that the Court ſet out for 
Monceallx, and from thence to Fontainbleail; at 
which Place I paid my Reſpects to the Prince 
of Conde, and had the Honour of a Viſit from 
him: We had a long Conference together, 
and certainly there is nothing wanting in this 
Prince for me to wiſh, either as to Zeal in 
Matter of Religion, or Fidelity to his King 
and Codntry; and this I can venture to aſ- 
fure your Excellency, that hitherto he could 
do nothing more, with regard to the meeting 
of the Hugonots at Luden. Hlis Steadineſs 
may perhaps be doubted, but he ſays, Im- 
priſonment (with the Diſtreſſes antecedent to 
that) has been a good School to him, As to 
the Affairs of Bohemia, here, they cannot be 
better diſpoſed than they are, to contribute 
all Manner of Aſſiſtance and good Offices. 
But you knew in theſe Parts, fomething new 
is everin Embrio, or on the Point of appear- 
ng, ſo that not knowing what will be the 
M 2. Event 
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Event of the abovementioned Meeting, con- 
tequently one cannot gueſs where the Forces 
of this Monarch will be employed, for the 
Ailiſtance of the Catholick Cauſe in Germany; 


where Affairs cannot be worſe than they are. 


There is a general Inſurrection amongſt them, 
though hitherto, neither the Elector Palatine 

nor the Prince of Tranſylvania have accepted 
the Crowns offered them; yet their Aims 
are evident enough, the View of one is to be- 
come poſſeſſed of Bohemza, as the other covets 


Hungary. May it pleaſe God to give Things 


a better Turn. But now to have done with 
publick Affairs. I return your Excellency 
my moſt hearty Thanks, being pleaſed to 


ſay ſo much in my Favour to my Lord Arch- 


biſhop of Chieti; theſe Civilities and Kind- 
neſſes it is uſual for you to confer, and it is 
common for me to receive tha. With all 


Reſpect I am, Sir, 


Paris, November | Nurs, 
14, 1019, 


LETTER 
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) -1- BN OAH 
To the ſame, at Madrid. 


OUR Excellency has doubdlels been 
ſenſibly affected for the Indiſpoſition of 
his moſt Catholick Majeſty ; but thank God 
he 1s already. free'd from his Fever, which 
agreeable News Don Ferdinand was pleated 
to communicate to me the Day before Yeſter- 
day. Great has been the Danger, and great 
had been our Loſs, {eſpecially at this mw 
ture) as we are at this Time, already too 
much deprefled with our preſent declining 
State in Germany, the Affairs of the Empire 
and of the Catholick Cauſe in general, being 
reduced to the moſt deplorable State imagina- 
ble. Already the Elector Palatine is croun- 
ed King of Bohemia, and it is thought in 
Hungary the Prince of Tranſylvania will 
follow his Example. The Emperor is retired 
to Gratz, The Archduke Leopold remains 
at Vienna, and Count Bucoy has transferred 
his Army beyond the Danube near Vienna, 
deſigning to prevent the Bohemians from paſ- 
fing that River, their Aim being to lay Siege 
to that Town. In the 'mean while, four 
thouſand Italians and three thouſand Walloons 
are marching, ſent by the King of Spain to 
the Emperor's choice Troops; but conſider- 
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ing the ſpeedy Occaſion for them, they will 


be rather late, and thoſe too but a Handful, 
(comparatively ſpeaking} the preſſing Neceſſity 
being fo great, How much better would it 
have been to have cleared Naples of theſe 
military People, and in time have ſent them 
into Germany, which would have given the 
Catholicks ſuch great Advantages? But one 
cannot always foreſee the Danger, nor know- 
ing it perhaps guard againſt it. The Aſſiſ- 
tance ſent of nine thouſand Foot and two 


thouſand Horſe from Flanders, was at that 


Time deemed ſufficient, and moſt certainly 
one may call it a Prodigy! fo ſuddenly has 


| every Thing changed in Favour of the Here- 
ticks, now it is eſſentially requiſite to purſue 


other Methods, and apply for freſh Succours, 


both from within and without Germany. 


Your Excellency will eaſily ſuppoſe, his Holi. 
neſs will not neglect to do all in his Power, 
This News came from Rome at the ſame 
Time that an Embaſſador extraordinary ar- 
rived there from the Emperor, to treat 
with his Holineſs upon the preſent State of 
Affairs in Germany. We have likewiſe here 
upon the ſame Occaſion, another Embaſſador, 
the Count de Firſtemberg, ſent to this Monarch 
from his Imperial Majeſty. Your Excellency 
ſaw him (if I remember right) in your Re- 
turn from Spain to Flanders. The King 
has ordered him to be properly accommodated, 
and To-day he goes to Sf, Germains to have 

an 
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an Audience of his Majeſty, to explain | to 
him the wicked, unjuſt Proceedings of the 
Hereticks of Germany, againſt the Houſe of 
Auſtria, and the Catholick Religion, and to 
obtain from his Majeſty, in the Name of the 
Emperor, ſome Aſſiſtance. It is molt certain, 
that now they ought here to lay aſide the 
Neutrality, and conſider that the Evils, which 
at preſent afflict Germany, and the Houſe of 
| Auſtria, may one Day be the Fate of France; 
though to ſay Truth, neither their Endeavours, 
nor natural Diſpoſitions, have hitherto ſeemed 
inclinable to a Neutrality, they being tho- 
roughly convinced of the Advantages the Hu- 
gonots will have in theſe their Dominions, upon 
every Succeſs which may poſſibly happen to 
thoſe of their Party in Germany. Neverthe- 
leſs, (to ſpeak my Opinion of the Matter) ex- 
cepting good Offices, I dare not flatter my- 
felf, that much is to be expected from this 
Quarter, conſidering the preſent State of 
Affairs, with regard to the Aſſembly of the 
Hugonots in this Kingdom; their Demands 
of the King having been abſolutely refuſed ; 
and by all the Diſcovery we are able to make 
of their Deſigne, their Scheme is to aſſemble 
and meet together at Rochelle; perhaps, to 
declare an open Diſobedience, and breed ſome 
new Diſturbances. In a Day or two ] intend 
to go to Court, to renew thoſe Services, 
which the Catholick Cauſe, under ſuch terrible 
Circumſtances | may require: It is a Cauſe 
. M 4 2 {0 
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ſo united with his Imperial Majeſty's, that 


there is no ſuch Thing as dividing of them. 


It is hoped it will not be long before the 


Court reſolves to return to Paris. Having 


nothing more to add, I ſhall beg Leave to 


conclude myſelf your Excellency's moſt 
obedient, &c. 


Paris, December 


8. 101. 


nn 
To the fame, at Madrid, 


Received no Letter from your Excellency 
by the laſt Courier from Hain, which 
makes me a little ſuſpicious, that I loſe 
Ground in your Favour; though my Pre- 
tenſions to it are the ſame as ever. Every 
one with you muſt have been doubtleſs great- 
ly alarmed at the late Indiſpoſition of his moſt 
Catholick Majeſty ; but in a more particular 
Manner you yourſelf ; as a better Judge of 
how great Service to Chriſtianity in general, 
is the Life of a Prince ſo remarkable for Re- 
ligion and Virtue; here the fame Senſe of his 
Goodneſs prevails: And the Account of his 
Recovery was received with great Joy, Her 
molt 
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Chriſtian Majeſty his Daughter, was very 
much afflicted at the firſt bad News ; and at 
the ſame Time the Hopes of her Pregnancy 
vaniſhed, till then believed certain, In ſhort, 
from theſe diſagreeable Incidents, her Concern 
has been ſo great as to occaſion a Fever, which 
has confined her Majeſty to her Bed two- 
or three Days. But now, God be thanked, 
ſhe is in fair Way of Recovery. As to the 
reſt, the Hugonots remain obſtinate in per- 
ſiting, that the King ſhall give them Satis- 
faction. On the other Hand, his Majeſty is 
more than ever ſtrenuous that they (hall ſepa- 
rae, Thus the Negociation of Count Fir. 
zeniberg has met with a dilagreeable Obſtacle, 
It is allowed by all here, to be extreamly dith- 
cult tor the King (at leaſt for the preſent) 
to make a . Declaration that he will 
aſſiſt the Emperor, and engage to extinguiſh 
foreign Feuds, while he has Cauſe to appre- 
hend domeſtick Diſturbances. I have ſeveral 
Times interpoſed my good Offices with the. 
King and his Miniitry, they are ſenſible of 
the manifeſt Danger Germany is in, that 
France, as an adjacent Country, 1s in the ut- 
moſt Hazard, Examples are ſtill recent in 
every one's Memory, of the Affiſtance the 
Hereticks of theſe Parts, received from thoſe 
yonder ; and of the univerſal Conſpiracy car- 
ried on by the Hereticks againſt the Catholicks 
and to fay the Truth, they are deſirous, that 


this 


„ 
this Crown ſhould openly declare in Favour of 
the Catholick Cauſe in Germany, With all 


this, how, or which Way to protect them, is 


not clear. For your Excellency will eaſily 
imagine, that beſides the Difficulties to en- 
counter with here, great and vehement Op- 
poſitions will happen from without. England 
(though not openly) eſpouſes their Intereſts : 
Holland the fame, together with the reſt of the 
heretical Faction; nor are others wanting, 
who privately do all Sorts of ill Offices. Here 
the 1 Faction is powerful, great are the 


Arts uſed, to ſtifle and ſuppreſs the good In- 


clinations diſcovered in theſe Parts; but a- 
bove all, they endeavour to make it appear, 
that theſe Animoſities take their Riſe from 
political, not religious Cauſes, as if the con- 
trary was not manifeſt to every one, each Day 
furniſhing freſh Violences againſt the Church. 


| Moreover the Deſigns, long ſince projected by 


the Heretics, of taking the Kingdom of Bo- 
hemia from the Houſe of Auftria, for the 
obtaining another Electoral Vote, in Hopes of 
placing one Day or other, a Proteſtant at the 
Head of the Empire, are evident. But theſe 
Subtleties are well known; beſides, when 
was it ever ſeen to be otherwiſe, but that the 
Hereticks to ſerve their own Ends, jumbled 
together Matters of State and Religion, and it 
s then they imagine theniſelves moſt trium- 
phant, when they have oppreſſed and deſtroy- 
ed Religion, under Colour of political Views. 


Many 
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Many are the Inſtances too tedious to enume- 
rate, ſo that it is not to be doubted, but that 
the preſent Troubles in Germany, are in a 
great Meaſure owing to Religion ; but it is 
remarkable that the Rebellion of the Hugonats 

here, has been chiefly fomented by the Pa- 
latine F amily, a Family which has ever 
threatened this Monarchy with the greateſt 
Miſchiefs; fo that the Increaſe of that Houſe 
muſt be prevented if poſſible : As alſo their 
acquiring additional Dominions, becauſe they 

may one Day perhaps ſucceed to the Crown 
of England, which might endanger France. 
On the other Hand, who can deny but that 
the Houſe of Auſtria, i is the principal Sup- 
port of the Catholick Religion in Germany, 
and it is plain from many Reaſons, the Houſe 
of Auſtria cannot give much Cauſe of Jealouſy 
to this Kingdom. This with ſeveral other 
prevailing Arguments I made uſe of, to in- 
duce the King and his Miniſtry, to declare 
openly for Germany ; and I hope (when the 

Situation of their Affairs is ſuch as to permit of 
it) they will take a right Reſolution, The 
Embaſſador of his Imperial Majeſty, entertains 
the ſame favourable Opinion, after having 
becn admitted to ſeveral Audiences of the 
King, and having had ſeveral private Con- 
ferences with his Miniſters, he will foon ſee 
what Effect they will produce. In the 
mean Time, the Court expects here the Day 


after To-morrow a Creation of Knights of 
the 


— 


Miniſter for Flanders, with theſe Diſpatches, 


not frequently in my foregoing Letters re- 
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the Order of the Holy Ghoſt, They fay 
there cannot be a finer Ceremony, all who 
are in publick Characters are required to at- 


tend; and this Inſtant is gone from hence Mr. 


Bonulio, who came to give me an Invitation, 
in the Name of his Majeſty, I am, dear Sir, 
moſt reſpectfully yours. 


Paris, December 
30, 1619. 


n OY 


—_ 


E r r XV. 
To the ſame, at Madrid. 


OD be thanked! after many ſevere 

Conteſts, we are at laſt the Con- 
uerors; for this Prince has reſolved he will 
aſſiſt the Emperor and the Catholicks in 
Germany; and to this Purpoſe, he will ſend 
a powerful Army. The ſame has been 
notified to me by the Miniſtry, as alſo to the 
other Embaſſadors now reſiding here. And 
Yeſterday went from hence the Imperial 


Now what will your Excellency ſay? have I 
marked, that in a Caſe of this Nature, they 


would not regard the Neutrality ! And this 
8 might 
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might certainly be expected from them, as 
they conducted themſelves ſo well, with re- 
gard to that important Event relating to the 
Imperial Dignity: That with it the Emperor 


might amply enjoy all ſuitable Honours and 


Advantages, without the Aſſiſtance of the 
| hereditary Eſtates; what could have been 
done ! a better Reſolution than this could not 


have been taken. Notwithſtanding, I ima- 


gine your Excellency is doubtful, that it will 


not be carried into Execution; and indeed to 
ſay the Truth, I have my Fears upon the 


fame Account ; as 1t 1s not to be queſtioned 
but that the Hereticks and their Emiſſaries 
will uſe all their Efforts, to throw Obſtacles in 
the Way. How many Accidents may inter- 
vene here to fruſtrate our Schemes, and ren- 
der them abortive ; eſpecially at this Junc- 


ture when the Hugonots are aſſembled, who 


artfully increaſe the Suſpicion of an Inſurrec- 
tion in France, to prevent ſending the neceſ- 


ſary Succours into Germany. But the Almighty! 


who has hitherto interfered in this, will doubt- 
leſs continue to do ſo effectually, as it his Cauſe 
we are defending, and for the Preſervation of 
his Church, in a more particular Manner is 
this Aſſiſtance required, and to that Uſe 
chiefly dedicated. On the other Hand, can 
there be a more unjuſt Cauſe than that of the 


Elector Palatine, and his Behaviour ſheus it; 


for he courted the Bohemians at the very 
Time their Deputies were not admitted by 


the 
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the Electoral College at Frankfort, and con- 
ſequently when King Ferdinand was acknow- 
ledged King of Bobemia, and he conſpired at 
the ſame Time againſt the King, that he 
himſelf, with the other EleQors, was raiſing 
to the Imperial Dignity : Finally, after having 
taking the uſual Oath of Allegiance, he im- 
mediately took up Arms againſt him, be- 
coming King of the Rebels againſt his Majeſty, 
nay he himſelf becoming a Rebel to his ſu- 
pteme Head, and to the ſupreme Head of 
the whole Empire. But as to the Supply of 
Troops, and who is to command them, Guiſe, 
Nevers, and (antecedent to either of theſe) 
Vendome was talked of, but when the neceſ- 
fary Reinforcements are ready, Generals to 
head them will not be wanting. In Truth I 
am grieved at the troubled State of Things 
here, and the Diſpoſition they are in of be- 
coming each Day more ſo. The Meetings of 
the Hugonots perplex the Diſaffected, nume- 
rous enough both within and without the 
Court ; and what is yet worſe, the Queen 
Mother abſents herſelf, Clouds are gathering, 
big with impending Miſchief. Concerning our 
Aftairs, I have nothing more to add. The 
Queen 1s greatly recovered, and from her 
Majeſty I had the ſame Account of her Father's 
Health, as your Excellency now writes to me, 
that his Recovery is rather ſlow, The Queen 
zs apprehenſive his Illneſs will turn to an in- 

termitting Fever. The Ceremonies of the 
— Knights 
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Knights was very fine, and performed with 
great Magnificence, With all imaginable 
Reſpect, 
Paris, Fanuary J am, Sir, &c. 
17, 1020. 


LETTER Tf 
To the ſame, at Madrid, 


T Length we have here ſome little 

Repoſe. But your Excellency muſt 
have heard of the Anxiety we have been in 
for ſome Days paſt, on Account of the moſt 
Chriſtian Queen's dangerous Relapſe; from 
the Seventh to the Eleventh we were in the 
utmoſt Hazard of looſing her Majeſty; then 
ſhe began to mend; and now, Thanks be to 
almighty God, ſhe is out of Danger. The 


Sorrow, the Tenderneſß, and the Torrent of 


Tears the King ſhed upon the Occaſion, are 
not to be expreſſed; his Care not to leave 

ber a Moment, together with the deep Con- 
cern ſhewed by the People in general, who 
offered up their Prayers during thoſe Days 
her Illneſs increaſed : Which Heaven has been 
propitious to, in ſuch a Manner, that we flat- 


ter 
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ter | ourſelves her Majeſty will ſoon be reſtored 


to her former State of Health, I ſhall not 


expatiate longer upon this Subject, as I know 
your Excellency will have a diſtin Account 


of it from other Hands, and ſhall only fay, I 


doubted greatly for her Life, and mourned 
for the Misfortunes her Death would bring 
upon theſe Kingdoms, and upon Chriſtianity 
in general. Where then had been our Hopes 
from this Interchange of Marriages ? and 
where the Victory by us obtained, over fo 


many helliſh Plots contrived againſt us by the 


Hereticks; all had been overſet, ere well 
eſtabliſhed, How had they triumphed 2 if 
Death had fo ſoon diſſolved this happy Union, 
by which Bonds the two Crowns were fo 


_ cloſely united, and not only temporal, but 


likewiſe eccleſiaſtical Affairs benefited. But 
let us not converſe any longer upon Mortality, 
but return our moſt hearty Thanks to al- 
mighty God, that it has pleaſed him to ſpare 


the Queen, beſeech him long to continue 
that Bleſſing to us, and that France may give 
many Queens to Spazn, reſembling her in 


Virtue. A Gentleman is diſpatched from 
hence to give his moſt Catholick Majeſty a 
full Account of the Queen's preſent State of 
Health. I have ſtolen this Time from my 
extraordinary Diſpatches to Rome, which 
find me full Employment, purpoſely to 
communicate this agreeable News to your 

Ex- 


97 
Excellency, and to aſſure you how very 
much I am, Ge. 


Paris, February 
I3, 1620. 
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L E 1 E R xvn. 
Jo the Jame, at Madrid. 


LRE AD V her Majeſty | is ſo much 
better, that ſhe may be pronounced 
in a State of certain Recovery: I had an Op- 
portunity three Days ago of paying my Re- 
ſpects to her in her Chamber, and was great- 
ly rejoiced to find her ſo well, To-day the 
King is ſet out for Picardy, being defirous of 
ſeeing the Government belonging to the Duke 
of Luines, a freſh Teſtimony of Regard, in 
Confirmation of the paſt, and an Earneſt of 
ſtill greater Favour in future. In the mean 
while, we ſhall be able to get Intelligence of 
what the Hugonots of Loudun deſign, againſt 
whom was iſſued out Yeſterday by Order of 
Parliament, a Declaration of High-Treaſon, 
if they did not diſperſe within the Term of 
three Weeks, Before his Majeſty left this 
E he — two Embaſſadors to the 
N Emperor, 
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Emperor, and the Princes of Germany ; the 
Duke 4 Angoilemme, is the principal, 
who in your Excellency's Time, was cal- 
led Count 4 Anvergne, but now aſſumes 
this Title upon being named Heir to the 
Ducheſs of Angoilemme, who died laſt Year ; 
with him is nominated Monſjeur Bethune and 
Monſieur de Preoiix. At the ſame Time they 
place upon the Frontiers of Germany a Supply 


of one thouſand Foot and one thouſand Horſe, 


The Duke 4 Angoilemme is Minifter to the 


Imperial Court, and Bethune is to accompany 


him thither; while the other is to tranſact 


here and there, as Occaſion requires; and this 


Negociation is wholly deſigned in Favour of 
the Emperor and the Catholick Cauſe in 
Germany, if poſſible to ſettle and re-eſtabliſh 
all Things in the fame State as formerly, by 
the Way of Treaty, But if that is impracti- 
cable, then the Arms of France are to be 


| turned againſt the Enemies of the Empire, 


and the Catholicks either by afliſting in Bobe- 
mia, or making a Diverſion againſt the Pala- 
tinate. Such is the Diſpoſition they ſhew 
here, and to this Intent is this Embaſfy, 
Motion of the Army, c. The Spaniſh and 


Flemmiſb Embaſſadors, are not for hearken- 


ing to Treaties; but for an immediate De- 
claration of War. Here they are for both, 
and by what I can diſcover, their Intentions are 
really good. From foreign Affairs I return 
to thoſe within ourſelves, Every Thing 

ſeems 


. Ty) 
ſeems dubious relating to the Queen Mother. 
To-day ſhe will come, To-morrow ſhe will 
not, ſo fays Report. I return your Excellency 
infinite Thanks for that Account, you have 
been pleaſed to give me of the Ceremony of 
his Highneſs the Cardinal Infant's receiving 
the Hat. To ſay the Truth, it could not be 
more ſplendid in all Particulars. I am your 
Excellency's moſt devoted, &c. | 


Paris, February 


LETTER XvIT. 
D the ſame, at Madrid. 
\ 4 OUR Excellency muſt not, I entreat 


you, condemn my Silence, having been 
confined to my Bed a Fortnight with a Fever, 
and as much longer in a weak Condition; 
this cold moiſt Winter has uſed me ill, or to 
confeſs the Truth, I have been too careleſs of 
myſelf, in expoſing my delicate Conſtitution 
a little too freely to the chill Night Air, 
But Buſineſs occaſioned it, nor is it that only, 
for the Situation of Paris is ſuch, as it is not 
altogether adapted to the ſhort Days, ſo great 

NAA are 
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are the Diſtances from one Place to another. 
However, be that as will, I am (thank God) 
recovered, and now at Melun. As the Court 
18 gone to Fontainbleaii, here your Excellen- 
cy's obliging Letter was delivered to me, and 
you may cafily imagine what Pleaſure it gave 
me. I was at Court the Day before Yeſterday, | 
and found their Majeſties in perfect Health. 
1 had a long Conference with the Queen, and 
afterwards was engaged in Converſation with 
other Princeſſes who were in her Majeſty's 
Apartment, Thus 1 perſonated two different 
Characters, viz, that of Nuncio and Courtier. 
I am inclined to believe the late Indiſpoſition 
of her moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, was one of the 
greateſt Afflictions your Excellency ever met 
with, ſince without having Regard to publick 
Reaſons, every one is ſenſible how much you 
are in a particula r Manner concerned in every 
Thing relating to the Queen, who was de- 
poſited in your Hands, as the deareſt Pledge 
elonging to the King her Father. By you 
conducted into France, and with Care initiate 
ed into this new Scene of Life, to the End 
that ſhe might reign more in the Hearts of 
her Subjecte, chan in the Provinces of theſe 
her Dominions. But your Excellency's Care 
is amply rewarded, by the Regard her Ma- 
jeity has for you; who, to my Knowledge, 
often ſpeaks of you with all the Eſteem you 
can with or deſire. What your Excellency. 
wrote me, Concerning the courteous Recep- 
88 
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tion ſome French Genet (then at Madrid) 
met with from you, as an Indication of your 
Joy for the Queen's Recovery, I can faith- 
fully aſſure you, was received here as a ſtrong. 
Proof of a Mind well affected to this Nation; 
nor is it in the leaſt doubted, but that notwith- 
ſtanding your Abſence from hence, you {till 
preſerve the ſame anxious Deſire jor Harmony 
and Union between the two Crowns, as when 
you reſided here; nor is it imagined you will 
be wanting in good Offices at the Court of 
Spain, as you ſo effectually employed them 
when in France. As I remarked to you I 
am at Melun, where I was ſcarce arrived, 
when I found the Court removing to Orleans. 
The Queen accompanies his Majeſty, To- 
morrow they go to invite the Queen Mother 
to come to Court, and the better to incline 
her to accept of the Invitation, the Duke of 
Monbaſone is gone before. Various are Peo- 
ple's Opinions, how the Queen Mother will 
regard ſuch a Step, and for the moſt Part 
againſt this Method of Proceeding, doubting 
that theſe Advances may appear to the 
Queen rather as a Matter of Foce, than an 
Invitation. The ſudden Flight of the Duke 
du Maine has greatly increaſed the general 
Suſpicions, and if the Queen Mother keeps 
longer away, theſe Jealouſies will be ſtill 
greater; ſo that God grant we do not fall in- 
to a Relapſe, infinitely more fatal than that 
of laſt Year, Oh! France, ever fluctuating 
N 3 and 
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and changeable! and yet this Monarchy amidſt 


ſo many and ſuch frequent Diſturbances, ſtill 
flouriſhes, and has already ſubſiſted twelve 


hundred Years. Favourites ſeem uneaſy, 


Favours are now at the heigth, ſo is Envy, 
Of the three Brothers, the Duke Luines 


bears almoſt the whole Structure of Envy, 


that Profuſion of Favour reſting with him, 
which as I have remarked is now in its Me- 
ridian, I was almoſt ready to fay, that to 
be laſting, it ſhould be more moderate, But 
to return to the Affair of this Journey to 
Orleans. We ſhall ſee what it will produce, 
God ſend it may prove fortunate, that there 
may not be Occaſions for hurrying to and fro 
continually, which is a mere Torment; though 
ſuch the Method of Life in France, where 
there i is no Certainty of an Hour's Quiet: 
@ pratos to the Mutability of Things here, 
what ſays your Excellency to this Event re- 


lating to the Duke du Maine ? who but the 


other Day was thought the ſureſt Sword the 
King had, as likewiſe a Shield which the 
Favourites could ſafely rely on. Oh! that 
Wiſdom would but deſcend to judge of the 


Affairs of this Kingdom. . regard to the 


Embaſſy ſent into Germany, I beteech your 
Excellency to ſuſpend your Opinion, till we 
ſee a little further into it. By all that 1 
can ſee, with regard to the Supply, they keep 
their Reſolution ; and now 1 Aſſembly at 
| Lon 


Ta, . 
Loudun has ſubmitted, fo much the more 
fixed and reſolute ought they to be here; let 
us then with Patience expect the Event, 


I earneſtly hope to be favoured with your 


Excellency's Commands, to whom I addreſs 
this long Epiſtle, to which my Retirement 
at Melun has not a little contributed, To 
finiſh all, I, with affectionate Reſpect, am 
Sir, Gc. | 


Melun, April 
9, 1620. 


LATTE AM. - 
To the ſame, at Madrid, 


IT H regard to my laſt long Epiſtle, 
this will ſcarce merit the Name of 
a Letter; but having wrote ſo fully to your 
Excellency from Metun, I have now little to 
add. However, I will not let this Poſt eſ- 
cape me, without ſending my Diſpatches as 
uſhal, All here of Novelty is, that the 
Queen Mother has excuſed herſelf from com- 
ing to Court; fo that his Majefty made little 
or no Stay at Orkans, but returned im- 
mediately to Fontainbleau ; and after the 
Holidays we expect him at Paris. Du Maine, 
N 4 from 
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from Bordeaux, has wrote ſeveral very ſub- 
miſſive Letters to the King, wherein he de- 
clares his Intentions, of being a more dutiful 
Subject than ever to his Majeſty. When the 
Court returns, we ſhall have a more diſtinct 
Account how Things are with the Queen 


Mother. 


Paris, April 3 an, Sir, &. 
16, 1620. 


E r 
© To the ſame, at Madrid. 


HE Court is arrived at Paris, and the 

Duke Monba ſone is come from Angers; 
. upon his Arrival he did me the 
Honour of a Viſit, and gives a good Account 
as to what concerns the Queen Mother. 
From him I learned that the Queen took 
Umbrage at the King's ſudden Journey to 
Orleans, But at length her Fears were ap⸗ 
peaſed, by the Affurances given her of his 
Majeſty's Prov! Iatentions, and the happy 
Effects expected from that Expedition. It s 
now/ plain to me, that they in reality deſign 
to adjuſt and ſettle Affairs relating to her 
Majeſty. We ſhall ſoon ſec an what Wenn 
3 An 


Cow! __ 
and with what Succeſs. How much better 
had it been, if after their Reconcilement at 
Tours ſhe” had not ſeparated from the King: 
Then again the Prince of Conde was ſet at 
Liberty, whoſe Intereſts never correſponded 


with thoſe of her Majeſty; ſo that we have 


freſh Difficulties to encounter with, which 
all contribute to render the proceeding ones 
yet greater. Let us now talk of the Supplies 
ſent into Germany. Yeſterday the Embaſſa- 
dors ſet out from hence, and the Army is al- 


ready aſſembled on the Frontiers. But I 


obſerve they are more dilatory in ſending the 
needful Succours, than was at firſt expected, 
or is indeed conſiſtent with the preſſing Oc- 
caſion there is for them. Here they ſcem 


rather diſpoſed to try firſt what may be done 


by Way of Treaty. And by Means of their 


Embaſſador's, gain a thorough Inſight into 
the Affairs of Germany. Little is then to be 


expected by Way of Arms, as theſe Confe- 
rences will conſume much Time. Theſe Mi. 
niſters are to treat with eccleſiaſtical Electors, 


as likewiſe with ſeveral heretical Princes, with 


Bavaria, Saxony, and laſtly, with the Em- 
peror. In Germany, Feaſting and Carouſin 


will imperceptiblyſteal away that Time which 
- ought to be otherwiſe employed. In the 


mean while the Catholick League are e 


themſelves vigorouſly, we are in ſome Hopes an 
(agreeable to the laſt Accounts) think Saxo. 
ny may be depended upon; though on the 


other 
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other Hand there is Reaſon to fear ſhe will 
not ſo immediately reſolve, but reſerve her. 
ſelf to head her own Lutheran Faction, to 
make both Calviniſis and Lutherans more 
aſſiduous, to bring her over to their Party; 
though it is remarkable that the Lutherans 
hold the Calviniſts in greater Deteſtation, than 
they do the Roman Catholicks. May it 
leaſe the ſupreme Being to extirpate this 
Monſter of Hereſy, ſo that his Church may 
have the Advantage in this happy Event, as 
it is eminent for the Uprightneſs of its Cauſe, 
With Reſpect, I am your Excellency's, &c, 


Paris, May 
1, 1620. 


LET r I0- 
7 the ſame, at Madrid. 


Courier, who paſſes through this City 

in Haſte, obliges me to be expeditious 
in my Diſpatches. Though I cannot reſiſt 
my Inclinations to give your Excellency freſh 
Aſſurances of my fincere Regard. I had no 
Letters from you by the laſt Poſt from Spain; 
notwithſtanding, I am willing to hope you 
received my laſt, dated from Melun. 25 he 
ourt 
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Court is at Paris, and it is thought will con- 


tinue here, provided no unforeſeen Accident 


happens, which ] way about to ſay, is rather 
wihe 


d for than feared ; fo prevailing is the 


Deſire of Noyelty, in the natural volatile Dif- 
poſition of the French Nation; and indeed 
the tottering Condition of Affairs (with re- 


gard to the Queen Mother) forebodes ſome 


ſudden Change. Let they here ſeem diſ- 
poſed to finiſh it entirely; or at leaſt by ſome 
Means or other to compound Matters. To 
this End they have lately ſent Monſieur 
 Blenville, Maſter of the Wardrobe to his 
Majeſty, and lately created Knight of the 
Holy Ghoſt, to Angers. The Affair is intri- 
cate, and attended with a thouſand Difficulties, 
which may be reduced to one only of any 


Conſequence ; namely, the rooting out that 


natural Diffidence, and eſtabliſhing that Har- 
mony and good Underſtanding, which ought 
to ſubſiſt between them. Their Minds are 
ulcerated, the Wound is in ward, and Dili. 
gence muſt be uſed to effect a Cure. 


We are new on the Brink of the Holidays, 


To-day his Majeſty runs at the Ring iu the 
Place Royale accompanied by all the Princes, 
and moſt accomphihed Noblemen of the 
Court, Paris will turnifh Spectators enough 
to fall ſo ſpacious and fine a Theatre, The 
new Duke of Drghreres thinks of returnin 
ſoon intoDauphiny, and has already taken leave 
of the Court; he is fourſcour, and on the 
| os Eve 
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Eve of ſetting out for a longer Journey. But 
alas! what can he expect, eſpecially as he is 
a political Hugonot, rather than one through 


_ Conſcience; as to the reſt he is not to be de- 


ſpiſed, being. one of the firſt Men in France 
of the Hugonots; abſolutely the firſt in 


| Dauphiny; for in that Province he rules with 


abſolute Power, ſo great is his Authority a- 


mongſt them, Dear Sir, I am very ſincerely 


yours, Cc. | 


Paris, May 
17, 1620. 


EN Nr 
To the ſame, at Madrid, 


| S I remarked to your Excellency in a 

former Letter, laſt Sunday his Ma- 
jeſty run at the Ring, with the incredible Ap- 
plauſe of the Queen, the Ladies of her 
Court, and all the People; the Prize was 
gained by his Majeſty, even the vanquiſhed 


could not be ſenſible of a higher Satisfaction 


than was that of ſubmitting to ſuch a Con- 
queror. Notwithſtanding, there was ſome 
ſmall Matter of doubt where the Succeſs 

would 


Jͤͤ .SS A ⁵ð»V » uo Ts © we RR”. 


( 189 ) 


would fall, but Victory at laſt declared in 
Favour of the King, and the Queen who. 
had a fine diamond Ring ready to beſtow on 
the Victor, had a Sur-ſhine over her Counte- 
Nance highly expreſſive of the Joy at Heart, 
and Pleaſure ſhe took in giving it to him; 
who ſhe undoubtedly wiſhed might obtain i it. 
I ſaw this Ceremony at the Sardinian Em- 
baſſadors. But amidit theſe Rejoicings great 
Uncertainty attends the Affairs of the Queen 
Mother. Blenville is returned; as to the Man- 
ner of her Majeſty's returning to Court, it is to 
be obſerved, her Propoſitions are by no Means 
reliſhed here; on the other Hand,. ſhe is. 
greatly diſſatisfied with thoſe made to her, 
ſo that the Humour increaſes, looks inflamed, 
and 'threatens us with new Storms. While 
their Majeſties remain divided, and at a Diſ- | 
tance from each other, new Troubles will 
ariſe, even though the Queen herſelf was 
averſe to it, Numbers of diſcontented People 
will make 'Uſe of her Name, to ſerve their 
own Ends. As to the Affairs of Germany, 
the neceſſary Succours reſt as they did, and 
it is greatly to be feared, that the Army on the 
Frontiers, inſtead of penetrating into the Em- 
pire, will return into France, ſo diſpoſed and 
ripe for Rebellion is every thing here. Mean 
time what more can we do, than fulfil the 
Duties of our Office, | recommending the 
Event to God. That it may pleaſe the divine 
Being 


No ( N 17 
Being to fend your Excellency all Proſperity, 
is the ſincere Wiſh of Sit, yours, &c. 

Paris, May 
r, 1620. 
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L E T T E R XXIII. 
To the ſame, at Madrid. 


'\F OUR Excellency made a juſt Remark 
1 when you ſaid to a French Gentleman, 
that in regard to the Embaſly ſent from hence 
into Germany, it ought to have been pur- 
poſely to declare War, and not to have ated 
by Way of Treaty; for by ſo doing, the Em- 
pire and Catholick Cauſe in Germany, had 
reaped real Advantages, by having a power- 
fol Army on the Frontiers Whereas, from 
theſe Negociations what Benefit can be ex- 
pected? Beſides, that it was ſtipulated to 
aſſiſt by Arms only, and not by tedious 
Treaties, But your Excellency cannot be 

. unacquainted with the Diſtreſſes which har- 
reſs this Kingdom. This may be compared 
to an infirm crazy Body, labouring under a 
aralytick Diſeaſe, never to enjoy a perfect 
brate of Health; nor recover its true Strength. 
All the Evils which afflict France, take their 


n Source 
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Souree from theſe Hugonot Factions; even 
the Debates amongſt the Catholicks them- 
ſelves, are fomented and irritated by them, 
fo that according to them this Monarchy will 
never recover its former Vigour, till ſuch 
time as it has eſtabliſhed a Conſtitution, or 
Syſtem of Government, different from that 
now ſubſiſting. Such is that democratical 
Government the Hugonots are endeavouring 
to introduce. into theſe Kingdoms. But ſure 
nothing can be more deſtructive to royal 
Authority, than ſuch a Republick. Their 
laſt Meeting at Luden held fix Months, during 
which Time they were continually ſending 
Deputies to Court, talking in the Stile of 
Sovereigns, as though they were to give, ra- 
ther than receive Laws from the King, and 
at laſt they were obliged to diſperſe them 
by means rather the Reſult of Art, than royal 
Authority. In few Words, France is now 
ſo circumſtanced, ſhe cannot do as the would, 
either for herſelf or others, ſo that there is 
daily leſs Cauſe to expect Supplies from hence, 
for the Support of the Catholick Religion in 
Germany. And now Affairs relating to the 
Queen Mother, keep the whole Kingdom 
in Suſpence; ſo that little Attention is paid to 
foreign Occurrences. Nevertheleſs, without 
any Aſſiſtances from theſe Quarters, one may 
hope a happy Iſſue to theſe Matters. Count 
Bucoy's late Defeat of the Bohemians was of 
great 
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great Conſequence, Already they look up- 
on Saxony as brought over to their Imperial 
Intereſt, and we ſhall be able ſoon to form a 
Judgment what Effect thoſe Orders ſent to 
the Palatine, will have to quit Bohemia and 
the other uſurped Dominions. His Majeſty 
has again ſent G/envzlle to the Queen Mother 
with Money, and to quiet her Fears if poſſible, 
that ſhe may return to Court. But ber Ma- 
jeſty cannot reſolve to confide in them. 
She is agitated by a thouſand different Paſ- 
fions, and more ſo through the ſubtle Artifice 
of others, than from her own natural Diſ- 
poſition, Thus are we ſituated amidſt Un- 
certainties, and threatening Dangers, waiting 
the Event. I am, dear Sir, reſpectfully 
yours, Sc. | 


Paris, Tune 
5, 1620. 


L ER T W R TTW... 
To the ſame, at Madrid. 


Acknowledge the Receipt of your Excel- 
lency's Favour of the 25th Ut. full of 
thoſe uſual Expreſſions of Kindneſs for me, . 
to which I have long been accuſtomed ; it is 
ſufficient 
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ſufficient to ſay they are your Letters, to ſuppoſe 
them wrote in the moſt obliging Terms. I 
am glad your Cold is better, we may reaſon- 
ably hope the Mildneſs of the Seaſon will re- 
move all ſuch Complaints. I am (God be 
_ thanked) in good Health, yet not without Un- 
eaſineſs, chiefly upon Account of the Queen 
Mother. Blenwille is returned from thence, 
and is now going back again for the third 


Time, perhaps to as little Purpoſe ; ſo much 
are Things exaſperated, we are waiting for 


the Impoſthume to break; for as I before 
remarked to your Excellency, the Diſeaſe is 
inward, deeply rooted in the Hearts and 


Minds of intereſted Parties, and how diff- 


cult is it for Medicine to reach the internal 
Parts, and perform a Cure, where ſo much 
Delicacy and Diſcernment is required : You 
will eaſily imagine hitherto it is a War of 
Jealouſy, Doubts and Fears. God grant it 
does not ſoon ſhew itſelf in open Acts of Hoſ- 
tility, I write by a Courier extraordinary, 
which compels me to finiſh, betore my In- 
clination aſſents ſo to do. With affectionate 
lem, dear Sir, Se. 


Paris, June 
28, 1620. 
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„ KIN 
To the ſame, at Madrid, 


V this Poſt I intend to make amendy 
B for the Brevity.of my laſt Letter. And 
rſt muſt congratulate your Excellency upon 
the Reſolution taken by his moſt Catholick 
Majeſty, to attack the Palatinate with the 
Army of Flanders. If the Succeſs aniwers 
the Deſign, as from many and ſubſtantial 
Reaſons we may hope it will, the Elector 
Palatine muſt incyitably diſgorge thoſe Places 
he has ſo unjuſtly ſeized upon; and the di- 
vine Vengeance will retort back upon him- 
ſelf, thoſe Miſchiefs deſigned againſt others, 
Already the Army is aſſembled in Flanders 
to this Effect. Already the [talan Forces 
have paſſed the Alps, as thoſe raiſed by the 
Count de Vaudemont at the Requeſt o* the 
Catholick League, have paſſed the Rhine 
without Cppoi.uon, and have by this Time 
joined the main Body of the Army, under the 
Command of the Duke of Bavaria, General 
of the League, There will be according 
to this Calculation three Armies ; that 4 
Bucoy's in Bohemia, that of Bavaria's deſtined 
(as it is conjectured) to attack the Palatine 
pn the other Side the Rhine, and the Forces 
of Flanders to make an Attack on this Side; 
and 


T7 - 
and admitting it to be true, that Saxony ha? 
with Bavaria, accepted the Deputation of ex- 
ecuting the Imperial Degree, which it is ex- 
pected will ſhortly be iſſued out againſt the 
Palatinate, there will be little Reaſon to 
fear that he, or any of his Adherents will be 
able to make Head againſt ſo powerful an 
Alliance as this is, which by the additional 
Troops of Saxony, would make four compleat 
Armies, From Germany they have little 
Cauſe to expect any great Aſſiſtance ? It is 
true, the United Provinces may contribute 
ſomething, but not ſufficient to overthrow 
the Deſigns formed againſt them, England 
wants Money, the Sinews of War ; and that 
King is little able to aſſiſt his Son-in-Law, 
by other Methods equally efficacious ; o 
that the Roman Catholick Powers have all 
viſible Advantages, and now ore never, we 
muſt hope for a favourable Turn to our Af- 
fairs. But with regard to the Reſolution 
taken by his moſt Catholick Majeſty, to turn 
his Arms againſt the EleQor Palatine, the 
Day before Yeſterday Count Ferdinand came 
to communicate theſe Tydings to me: To- 
day he is to have an Audience of the King, 
and afterwards of the Miniſtry, and I am 
fully convinced his News will give all imagt- 
nable Satisfaction; one of them Yeſterday 
_ obſerved, that this would be a mortal Blow 
upon the Hereticks ; and indeed the only 
Method to make them repent of their Raſh- 
O 2 nels, 
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neſs. As to the reſt, they here ſeem well 
inclined to favour the Catholick Cauſe in 
Germany. Accordingly, the Embaſſadors 
from hence have Orders to proceed on directly 
for Vienna, as it is the Deſire of the Im- 
perial Court, that they ſhould not waſte the 

Time in fruitleſs Conferences with other 
Princes, ſo that we are in daily Expectations 
to hear of their Arrival in that City. They 
would willingly contribute their Aſſiſtance by 
ſomething more powerful, but here domeſtick 

Feuds, become more than ever vexatious and 
intricate, ſo that it is by no Means adviſeable 
to part with their Forces, when perhaps it 
may be neceſſary immediately to recall them. 
Every one is impatiently expecting the Arrival 
of Blenville from Angers, although from his 
former Negociations little Succeſs is promiſed. 
Jo fay the Truth, ſome one more equal to the 
Taſk ſhould be employed upon this Occaſion, 
in whom her Majeſty will more readily con- 
fide, and this they now begin to be ſenſible 
of; God grant they are not convinced too 
late, Fears and Jealouſies daily increaſe, and 
each Party (though unwilling to begin Hoſti- 
lities) are ſtill taking Meaſures for coming 
to Action; and the Situation of Affairs is 
ſuch, as render it unavoidable, even though 
they themſelves were averſe to it. If ſome 
lucky Expedient is not thought of to end 
theſe growing Troubles, we ſhall ſoon be 
involved in a Civil War, eyer deplorable, 


and 
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and attended with unhappy Conſequences; 
even to the Conquerors themſelves : But 
God of his infinite Goodneſs avert the bad 


Omens. We are here, in the Midſt of Feaſts 


and Diverſions, laſt Week at the Princeſs of 
Conti's, and this, at the Counteſs of Soiſſons, 
and the Vigil of Sr. John at the Town 
Houſe, to ſee the uſual Fireworks. Her 
Majeſty was preſent at all theſe Parties of 
Pleaſure. I was likewiſe there, and all was 


conducted with the utmoſt Order and De- 


corum. We have here a June, mild as A- 
pril; the Heats at Madrid are (I imagine) 
rather more intenſe, which I hope has con- 
tributed to cure your Excellency's Cold, I 
reſpectfully am, dear Sir, yours, &c, 


Paris, une 
14, 1020, 


VVT 
To the ſame, at Madrid, 


N my former Letter J obſerved to your 
Excellency, that a new Flame was at the 
Point of kindling here in theſe Kingdoms, 
and now it has happened the Impoſthume is 


at length broke, and from every Quarter 
O 3 War 
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War is declared, which has through the 
Subtlety of the Parties concerned, long been 
ſtifled and concealed, Soldiers are raiſing 
with all Expedition, His Majeſty will have 
aſſembled in a little while a flrong Body of 
Forces, The Queen Mother and her Allies 
are making Preparations equally formidable; 
ſo that if ſome Expedient is not (through the 
Mercy of God) immediately revealed to us, 
France mult inevitably be the Theatre of 
War, Scarce had I forwarded my laſt Diſ- 
patches to your Excellency, when the Count 
de Soiſſons, and the Counteſs his Mother, a- 
bruptly left the Court under various Pretences 
of being lighted, and other ſuch like frivolous 
Excuſes, They went directly to the Queen 
Mother, and in the ſame Manner went with 
them the Grand Prior Vendome, and the Duke 
of Nemours went two Days before. Your 
Excellency will eaſily imagine the Diſtur- 
bances theſe ſudden Revolutions have occa- 
fioned, particularly the unexpected Flight of 
the Count de Soiſſons, a Prince of the Blood, 
whoſe very Name only is ſufficient to give 
Strength to the Cauſe he intereſts himſelf in, 
though but a Youth of Sixteen beſides, his 
Mother is a Woman of Senſe, and in high 
Eſteem here with the Queen Mother; not 
only thoſe already mentioned, but ſeveral 
Princes and People of Condition will be ready 
to join them. Accounts are come to Paris 
ot ſome Commotions being kindled at Roan 

in 
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in Normandy, of which Province the Duke 
de Long ville is Governor, a Perſon ſuſpected 
by the King; for this Cauſe his Majeſty has 
reſolved to go immediately for that Place, 
that he may by his royal Preſence, cruſh theſe 
growing Diſturbances; notwithſtanding which, 
the King would not go in a hoſtile Manner, 
having carried with him no more than his 
uſual Guards, but reinforeed fo as to amount 
to four thouſand Foot and five hundred 
Horſe, We are at a loſs to gueſs, how Long- 
ville will conduct himſelf. To- day it is re- 
ported, the Queen Mother is gone from An- 
gers, accompanied with three thouſand Foot 
and fix hundred Horſe, and has taken the 


Rout for Normandy, to aſſiſt and ſtrengthen 
Longville, Her Majeſty now reigning con- 


tinues at Paris with the grand Chancellor, 


and others 1n eee Character, are left here 
a 


to treat of Aﬀairs which may happen during 
the Abſence of the King. From this, your 
Excellency will eaſily conceive the Confuſion 


we are in, and the fatal Conſequences that 


are to be apprehended from it: Mother and 
Son thus divided, and the whole Kingdom in- 
volved in a Civil War, The Hugonots, alone 
united, reap Advantages from theſe inteſtine 
Diſcords ſubſiſting amongſt the Catholicks. 
Nevertheleſs, his Majeſty, while he is prepar- 
ing for the worſt Events, is continuing the 
Negociations for Peace by the Means of Blen- 

O0 4 ville, 
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ville, who is now aſſiſted in this important 
Affair by four of the principal Subjects his 
Majeſty has; ſuch as the Duke de Monbaſone, 


the Duke de Bellgarde, Maſter of the Horſe, 


the Archbiſhop of Sens, and the Preſident 
Jeannin; and his Majeſty has ſent with them, 


Father Berulle (who ſhewed ſo much Zeal 


and Prudence upon the ſame Occaſion laſt 
Year.) To ſuch a Criſis are Things at this 
Juncture arrived, that it is eaſter to find out 
the Evil than adminiſter the Cure, which is 
agreeable to the Sentiments of thoſe I have 
already named, who before they ſet out paid 
me a Viſit, and we conferred together a con- 


ſiderable time upon the preſent State of Af- 


fairs. 

All Thoughts of ſending Supplies from 
hence to Germany muſt be ſuſpended, at 
leaſt for ſome time. But we may hope for 
the beſt, even without the Aſſiſtance of 
France, By the laſt Advices all the Strength 
of the League were uniting with the Empire, 
and were entering Bohemia, and from thence 
the Army of Flanders will be ſufficient to 
attack the Palatinate, God grant it may. 
The United Provinces are preparing to oppoſe 
them, and to this Effect are bringing into 
the Field {by all we can learn) ten thouſand. 
Foot and twenty-five hundred Horſe. Part 
of the Italian Forces are already arrived in 
Flanders ; the reſt (which is their main 
Strength) are flow in advancing. To this 

| : may 
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may be attributed the other Delays in Ger- 

many, by which they looſe Time, and with 

that all other Advantages. May your Ex- 
cellency enjoy uninterrupted Repoſe, and leave 


us to our Diſquiets. I am, Sir, your obe- 
dient, &c, 


Paris, July 
9, 1620. 


LETTER XXVI. 
To the ſame, at Madrid, 


FFLICT meno morel beſeech your 

Excellency, with ſuch diſagreeable Ac- 
counts concerning your Health: The dangerous 
Condition you have been in lately with the 
Stone and Gravel, has occaſioned me the ut- 
moſt Diſquiet ; God be thanked you are at 
length recovered, and the Weakneſs uſual in 
ſuch Illneſſes greatly abated. I am in perfect 
Health, though ſenſibly affected with pub- 
lick Calamities. Here as I before remarked, 
they are every where preparing to come to 
Hoſtilities, and the King has been obliged to 
go to Caen in Normandy, as thoſe who com- 
manded the Caſtle ſeemed to oppoſe his Ma- 


jeſty; 
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jeſty; but they at laſt ſurrendered. At Roar 
likewiſe, ſome Diſturbances required the royal 
Preſence to ſuppreſs them. Longuille's Com- 
mand of that Government remained awhile - 
ſuſpended. It was reported he -went to 
Dieppe, and that the King had ſome Thoughts 
of tollowing him there with the Army ; but 
it is generally believed, he would not chooſe 
to ſhut himſelf up in that Place any more 
than the grand Prior Vendome, who was not 
willing to confine himſelf in Caen, of which 
he was Governor, In the mean time the 
Deputies appointed by the King to attend 
the Queen Mother, are ſtill there ; but ſhe 
| ſeems not inclinable to treat, except his Ma- 
jeſty will firſt reſolve to lay down his Arms, 
Lately Cardinal Guz/e retired from Paris, 


and has declared for the Queen Mother; his 


two Brothers the Duke de Guiſe, and the 
Prince de Joinville are of the King's Party, 
and are already ſet out for their reſpective 
Governments. Guiſe for Provence, the other 
for Auvergne, Yeſterday I waited on the 
good Ducheſs their Mother, your Excellency's 
Flame; even the Women are divided, ſhe be- 
ing of one Opinion, and the Princeſs of 
Conti, her Daughter, of another. Thus da 
we ve in France, and ſuch the Effect 
of Civil War, which commonly alienates 
the uſual Affinity of Blood, and divides 
a Nation _=-_ itſelf, Her Majeſty 

| now 
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now reigning is here and frequent in Coun- 


Paris, Fuly 1 on, Sir, &cc. 
22, 1020. 


L EF TT EK XNA 
To the ſame, af Madrid. 


OUR Excellency's laſt Favour of the 
17th Ulf, came ſafe to Hand. I do not 
ſo much lament the Shortneſs of it, as the Oc- 
caſion of that Shortneſs; the Remains of your 
late Indiſpoſition, which has too long op- 
preſſed you. I hoped for better News, and 
{till flatter myſelf, the next Accounts will be 
agreeable to my Wiſhes. We are now in 
our warmeſt Seaſon, and very acceptable it is, 

for we have had a Fuly uncommonly rainy, 
which has made it very ſickly. I have ſcarce 
any thing more to ſay of Paris, but to talk 
of military Affairs now of more Conſequence. 
The King has, it ſeems, judged it adviſable 
to leave Longuille in Dieppe, and himſelf to 

go towards Anjou, and is already arrived 
upon the Confines, without meeting any Op- 
poſition. The Queen Mother did not make 
any Shew of Reſiſtance at firſt, as was re- 


ported, 
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orted, but has ſince poſſeſſed herſelf of a 


lace called La Fleche, with Intention as it is 


| ſuppoſed, to keep the King at bay; how- 


ever ſhe has abandoned that Place, (as not 
capable to ſtand a Siege) and is returned to 
Angers, His Majeſty has with him already 
fifteen thouſand Foot and one thouſand five 
hundred Horſe; the Queen Mother fix 


| thouſand Foot and eight hundred Horſe ; but 


on either Side the Forces daily increaſe. The 
Duke de Maine is ſoon expected in Angers. 
Shortly after the Arrival of the Deputies at 


Angers, Count de Rochefort Son to the Duke 


de Monbafone, was taken Priſoner, and the 


Father apprehenſive of the like Fate, thought 


proper to eſcape, and immediately went over 
to the King, who ſent him to Paris. Theſe 
unlucky Accidents inclined his Majeſty to 
recall his Deputies. But the Count being 
releaſed, the Deputies remain with the Queen 


Mother. The Archbiſhop of Sens and Fa- 


ther Berulle, are now ſet out to go to the 
King; little is expected from their Nego- 
ciations. The King (though deſirous to give 
the Queen all reaſonable Satisfaction) will not 


condeſcend to treat with others; on the o- 


ther Hand, the Queen will not abandon thoſe 
Friends, who have ſhewn themſelves firmly 
attached to her Intereſts, The King is with- 
in a Day's Journey of Angers, which Place 
declares ſtrongly for him. His Proceedings 


| hitherto could not have been more ſucceſsful, 


his 
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his Preſence alone is equal to an Army. This 
is the State of Affairs in France at this Time. 
Thoſe of Germany (which relate to the Ca- 
tholicks go on ſlowly, and in Flanders ſtill 
more ſo. However it is reported the Italian 
Forces are arrived, ſo that it is expected they 

- will ſoon come to Action in earneſt, and that 
we ſhall hear. At the fame time that the 
Army which was raiſed in Favour of the 
Emperor, and the Catholick League is in 
Motion. I fincerely wiſh your Excellency 
better Health, and remain, dear Sir, &c. 


Paris, Auguſt 
oh I 620. 
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EEK RN WW. 
To the ſame, at Madrid. 
T Poſt for Rome is now upon the 


Point of departing ; at the ſame time 
that a Courier extraordinary paſſes through 
this Place, with Diſpatches from the Spaniſh 
Embaſſador in England, which obliges me 
to addreſs your Excellency with the utmoſt 
Expedition, It is currently reported we have 
a Peace, and although it is not confirmed, it 
is generally believed. The Account is, that 
the King (at the Inſtigation of the Queen 


Mother) 
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Mother) is to include in the Agreement all 
thoſe, who have joined her ſince laſt Vear. 
To which the King more readily acquieſced, 
being ſenſible it would be attributed to a 
Benignity of Diſpoſition in his Majeſty, ra- 
ther than to Weakneſs, the King having 
hitherto always had the Advantage; inſo- 
much that he at laſt took Pont de Se from 
the Queen's Forces, of Courſe their Paſſage 
of the Loire was intercepted, and the Queen 
in a Manner confined within the Walls of 
Angers. God ſend this ſo much deſired Re- 
conciliation between Mother and Son may 
ſpeedily happen, as it will not only be an 
Advantage to this Kingdom, but to Chriſtia- 
nity in general; though to ſpeak the Truth, 
one can ſcarcely ſay any real Enmity ſubſiſted 
between their Majeſties, but rather that their 
Names were ſubſervient to the malicious 
Paſſions of others. Vour Excellency is ſo 
well acquainted with the Diſpoſition of the 
Frencb, that you cannot be ſurprized at this 
ſudden unforeſeen Change in publick Affairs; 
or that when the impending Clouds ſecmed 
to threaten immediate Ruin! an unexpected 
Calm ſhould ſucceed. I have not Time to 
add more, than that I am, &c, 


Paris, Auguſt 
12, 1020. 
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To the ſame, at Madrid, 


O UR Excellency's Letter was as uſual 

full of Kindneſſes to me, but did not 

bring the wiſhed-for Tydings that you have 
entirely recovered your Health; on the con- 
trary, it is with utmoſt Concern I remark, 
that your Diſorder 1s rather inclinable to a 


Relapſe. In a former Account you ſeemed 


to intimate that your IIIneſs abated a little; 
admitting that to be the Caſe, one would 
hope a thorough Cure would ſoon follow; 
with the utmoſt Impatience I wiſh it. God 
be thanked, I enjoy perfect Health, notwith- 
ſtanding I have been fourteen Days upon the 
Road, expoſed to exceſſive Heats, and num- 
berleſs other Inconveniences, the common 


Fate of thoſe that travel. The Peace I before 
mentioned to your Excellency, is at laſt con- 


firmed, Their Majeſties had an immediate 
Interview at Briſſac; afterwards they had a 
Meeting at Poitiers, at which was preſent 
the Queen Conſort. Various Affairs obliged 
me to go to Poitiers, at which Place I con- 
tinued five Days. From thence the King 
went to Bordeaux, and the two Queens ſet 
out towards Paris; the reigning Queen is 
already arrived here, and the Queen Mother 
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is expected back in two or three Days. And 
to my great Satisfaction, after this unſettled 
diſagreeable Life I am returned hither per- 
haps to a State of ſome Repoſe. Nevertheleſs, 
from the natural Mutability to which this 
Climate of France is particularly incident, my 
Fears are more predominant than my Hopes; 
notwithſtanding, the Arrival of the Queen 
Mother at Paris, is a good Omen of Tran- 

quility, her Majeſty's Reſolutions to come 
and reſide at this Capital, were perfectly well 
Judged. At Poitiers ſhe did me the Honour 
to aſſure me, nothing ſhould prevail with her 
to alter her Scheme, and I earneſtly exhorted 
her to perſevere in ſo laudable a Deſign. At the 
ſame time, I took the Liberty to tell her Ma- 
jeſty, that ſuch a Determination taken the 
laſt Vear at Tours, had ſaved her from an in- 
finite deal of Trouble, which ſhe ſince ſuffer- 
ed at Angers, The Biſhop of Lufſon, has 
been the grand Inſtrument in compleating 
this Work, and indeed it was highly requiſite, 
that ſome one with Power and Prudence equal 
to his, ſhould be imployed in Oppoſition to 
ſo many others who found their Advantages 
in keeping the Flame alive. We ſhall now 
have a happy Union of all the royal Family, 
great and many Benefits may redound from it 
to this Kingdom in general, But what fine 
Opportunities have been loſt for chaſtiſing 
the Inſolence of the Hereticks to the Glory 
| of 
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of the Church and Ring? It ſeemed as if 
Providence had deſigned their Ruin. The 
King's Forces united to thoſe of the Queen 
Mother, 4 Epernon, du Maine, together with 
others ready to join them, when they had not 
the leaſt Apprehenſion of their Danger. Them- 
ſelves reduced to a handful of Men, without 
any Proſpect of Relief from Abroad; con- 
ſidering the preſent Situation of Affairs in 
Germany. I ſay all theſe Circumſtances duly 
weighed, a finer Occaſion for humbling theſe 
People could not have happened: Their auda- 
cious Pride like the Snow-Ball, goes on in- 
creaſing; and jt is evident amongſt themſelves 
they cannot agree about dividing the Rights 
of the Church; the Hugonot Faction and 
Spirit of Rebellion have always poſſeſt theſe 
Kingdoms. France for a long Space of Time 
has been harraſſed with foreign Wars, as like - 
wiſe with domeſtick Feuds; but Peace has 
enſued, violent Antipathies have been converted 
to Union and Harmony, and that often times 
confirmed by the ſtrongeſt Engagements and 
Alliances. Civil Wars tormerly afflicted theſe 
Kingdoms, nevertheleſs the Power of both 
Church and State always continued; but 
fince Hereſy has infeſted this Country, and 
with that, the Tyranny of the Hugonots, there 
have been eternal Conteſts for Superiority be- 
tween the Parties, which can never be totally 
overcome but by an abſolute Victory over one 
or other of the Sets, either the Romiſb 
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Faith muſt flouriſh, or yield itfelf a Victim 
to the Proteſtant Cauſe. We may then reſt 
aſſured of what is already but too evident to 
each diſcerning Eye, that the Intention of the 
Hugonots is entirely to root up the royal Au- 
thority, and with it the Religion now practiſed. 
And to this End they are watching all Op- 
portunities that may afford them any Ad- 
vantages over us, for which Reaſon his Ma- 
jeſty ſhould not omit any Occaſion of ſup- 
preſſing them; ſuch as the taking from them 
all Places of Strength and Security, and 
breaking at leaſt for the preſent their growing 
Factions; which would greatly weaken the 
Power of Hereſy, ſince it is not to be doubted 
but the Growth of it in theſe Kingdoms, is 
chiefly owing to Faction; ſo that once de- 
ſtroyed, the other of courſe decays. But 
fince we have ſuffered fo glorious an Oppor- 
tunity for quelling them and their Schemes to 
flip through our Fingers, we muſt conclude 
the appointed Time is not yet arrived, when 
God ſhall bleſs this Nation with the utter 
Extitpation of them. The neighbouring 
Catholick Potentates are not a little intereſted 
in this Affair: Spain in particular has been 
ready to lend Aſſiſtance to France, that 
Monarch being ſenſible, that all will be in- 
evitably loſt if an immediate Stop is not put to 
their Proceedings. The 7 ers ae nk 
ly the Calvi niſis (to whom all Power is equal- 
ly odious whether eccleſiaſtical or civil) muſt 
TER highly 
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aizay rejoice! at involving theſe Countries 
in the common Ruin which they have brought 
upon others, But I have wandered too far 
from the Deſign of this Letter, more eſpecial- 
ly in an Affair, wherein your own Judgment 
ought to determine you, without being 
guided by the Sentiments of others. Theſe 
Things are well known to your Excellency, 
To return then from this Digreſſion. We 
have here with us in perfect Health the Queen 
Conſort, who has conducted herſeif admirably 
well in this critical Conjuncture, with regard 
to the King and Queen Mother. We are 
impatiently waiting the Event of Affairs in 
Germany. The Duke of Bavaria is already 
in Poſſeſſion of upper Auſtria, as your Excel- 
lency muſt have heard, and is now in Bo- 
bemia. The Saxon Forces advance ſlowly, 
and God only knows, if at laſt they may be 
relied on. Marquis Sp:nola has entered the 
Palatinate; and Marquis Belvedere, General 
of the Flemmiſh Horſe, with a ſtrong Sup- 
ply of Soldiery remains here, to obſerve the 
Motions of the United Provinces. On the 
other Hand, the Enemy's Forces are very 
conſiderable ; and Gabor is already elected 
King by the Hungarian Rebels. Thus each 
Party is in Suſpence, between Hope and Fear. 
God give Succeſs to the juſt Cauſe. I am, 
molt reſpectfully your Excellency's, &c, 


Paris, September N 
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* 
To the ſame, at Madrid. 


T length I have received the agreeable 
News that your Excellency has entire- 
ly recovered your Health; and as all Symptons 
of your late Indiſpoſition are vaniſhed, ſo I 
may hope it is firmly eſtabliſhed: And now to 
preſerve it muſt be your principal Care, tho' 


I know of no Method ſo effeQual, as the con- 


{tant Regularity you have ever obſerved. 1 


am not unmindful of the Report your Excel- 


lency has made in my Favour to Marquis 
Mirabello, our new Embaſſador from his 
molt Catholick Majeſty to this Court. But 


before you promiſed ſo largely on my Part, 
you ſhould have conſidered, that your Ho- 


nour was with mine equally engaged, that I 
ſhould in every Reſpect, anſwer the fine Cha- 
racter you have drawn of me: Be that as it 
will, I ſhall at leaſt anſwer your Expectations 
in my readineſs to ſerve the Marquis; we 
hear great Commendations both of him and 
his Lady. By the firſt Advices we expect an 
Account of their Departure from Madrid, 
but it is poſſible the King may meet them up- 
on the Road, before he ſees them at Paris, 
his Majeſty being ſet out for the Confines 
of Spain, to reduce the Hugonots of Bearn 

| to 
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to a due Senſe of their Obedience. Great is 
the Obſtinacy of that ſtubborn People; un- 
willing to ſubmit, even though they ſee their 
Prince in Arms ready to ſubdue them. They 
are exaſperated at ſeeing the Church reſtored 
to her juſt Rights, and that the free Exerciſe 
of Religion is permitted to all in general, 
Oh that every one here had embraced all Op- 
portunities of ſerving the Church and King! 
theſe Commotions in Bearn will prevent this 
Monarch from coming ſoon to this City. 
"The Queen is returned from Notre Dame de 
Lieſle, to which Place ſhe went to perform a 


Vow. The Queen Mother did not arrive as 


was expected, going firſt to Fontainbleau; 


but it is believed ſhe will be in Paris within 


four or five Days. In Germany Things go 
favourably enough for the Emperor. On the 
Part of the Palatinate, Spinola has made 
conſiderable Advances, Bavaria and Bucoy 


have joined their Forces, have diflodged the 


Enemy, and are actually in Purſuit of them, 
in firm Expectation of ruining them in their 
Retreat, or defeating them, ſhould they come 
to an Engagement. On the other Side, Gabor 
is elected King, though not yet crowned, 
but keeps the Emperor at bay, till he ſees 
the Iſſue of Affairs in Bohemia; then to 
act as Intereſt ſhall guide him, which he un- 
derſtands perfectly well, being a Man of 
great Penetration, influenced by no Principle 
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fo ſtrongly as that of his own private Advan- 
tage. The Elector of Saxony is yet to be 


doubted? otherwiſe, the Emperor with the 


reſt of the Catholick League, might in a 
Manner promiſe themſelves Succeſs; but he 
muſt ſoon determine on one Side or the 
other. 


Paris, October Jam, Sir, yours, &c. 


15, 1620. 


P. S. Since the above written, Mr. Scian- 
valone, who is employed at this Court by the 
Duke of Loraine, and is known to your Ex- 


cellency, ſhewed me a Letter of the 1oth 
Inſt. which he had juſt received from Count 
Vademont at Nancy, with Advice that the 


Day before a Courier extraordinary paſſed 
through that Place, ſent from the Emperor 


to the Archduke in Flanders, with the fol- 
lowing Particulars, v!z, That the 26th U. 


the Duke of Bavaria entered Prague ; that 


the Elector Palatine ſeeing the Populace 
ready to join the Bavarian Troops, was with 


his Wife and Children retired to Moravia in 
Hopes of gaining Aſſiſtance from Gabor, and 
that the Saxon Forces had taken the Field in 
Favour of the Emperor. Theſe Letters far- 


ther add, that the Marquis Syinola was al- 


ready poſſeſt of the greateſt Part of the Pala- 
tinate on this Side the Rhine, and that the 
Pro- 
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Proteſtants'who had undertaken to defend it, 
went away Poſt Haſte, I was willing to com- 
municate this good News to your Excellency, 
which will be received with double Pleaſure, 
as an Omen of great Succeſs in future, God 
grant it, and ſoon, 


2 —_—_ 
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To the fame, at Madrid, 


Neo ſooner heard of the Arrival, then of the 
Departure of a Courier extraordinary, who 
takes this City in his Road from Germany to 
Spain; fo that I muſt be brief in my Diſ- 
patches, more ſo than either my Inclinations, 
or your Excellency's long Letter requires I 
ſhould be. But firſt let us give our Attention 
to publick, then to private Affairs. The 
News I wrote you concerning Prague, was, 
Sir, a falſe Rumour : But it is moſt certainly 
true, that the Elector of Bavaria and Count 
Bucoy are actually in Poſſeſſion of ſeveral 
Places in the Neighbourhood of it ; as like» 
wiſe that the Elector of Saxony (having 
openly declared for the Emperor) has reduc- 
ed Luſatia to ſubmit to his Majeſty: So that 
we may reaſonably hope Prague of itſelf will 
ſhortly ſurrender. Dampierre has defeated 

P 4 Gabor; 
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Cabor; but was himſelf killed ſoon aftet in an 


Engagement to the inexpreſſible Sorrow of 
his Imperial Majeſty. Since the laſt Letters 
no other Accounts have reached us concern- 
ing the Palatinate, But what does your 
Excellency fay to our glorious Succeſſes at 
Bearn? the Renown of it doubtleſs reached 
Madrid before it arrived at Paris. Father 
Arnulfo, Confeſſor to his Majeſty, wrote to 
me ot it by this Day's Poſt, The Reſtitution 
of ecclefiaſtical Rites to the lawful Owners, 

you muſt have already heard. Thanks be to 
God, who although (through his unerring 
Wiſdom) he has not yet been pleaſed to give 
us an entire Victory over Hereſy, has neverthe- 
leſs granted to us this ſignal Advantage, as an 
Earneſt of {till greater. Happy is it for Spain, 
adjoining to thoſe Places thus long infeſted 
with Hereſy, particularly in Bearn, where for 


the Space of fifty Years the true Religion has 


been entirely ſuppreſſed, fo that Maſs was for- 


bid, and the Churches never opened. But no 


more of theſe Matters, I rejoice to heat of 
your Health, and pray God to continue it to 
you. I return you Thanks for the Favours 
conferred upon the Collector of Portugal. 
He gave me an Account of the Civilities he 
had received from your Excellency in the 
moſt grateful Manner; nor am ] inſenſible 


as to my Part of the Obligation. ] would 
- fay more, but Time does not correſpond 


with 
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with my Inclinations; ſo, dear Sir, fare- 
wel. 


Paris, October 
27, 1020. 


„ r T B R Fin 
To the fame, at Madrid. 


T W O Days ago arrived the Marquis 


Mirabell, N his Lady, though one 
can ſcarce ſay arrived, as they ſtaid (till his 
Houſe was ready for his Reception) at a Place 
two Leagues from this City. I immediate! 
ſent my Compliments, and have heard they 
merited thoſe Encomiums your Excellency 
beſtowed on them. They are ſoon expected 
at Paris. The Place appointed for their Re- 
ſidence is the Abby of St. Germain, whicl. 
(as you may remember) is pleaſant and con- 
venient. Upon all Accounts I ſhall render 
them all the Services in my Power ; but more 
particularly, as it is your Excellency' s Deſire. 


As an Affair of the utmoſt Conſequence, I 


conclude you recommended to the Marquis, 
the maintaining that Harmony and right Un- 
derſtanding, to eſſentially requiſite between 
the two Crowns, Your Zeal in it when 


here, 
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here, leaves no Room to doubt your Care. 
The Queen Mother is with us here in Paris, 
but a little indiſpoſed in one of her Feet. 
The Day before Yeſterday, I had my firſt 
Audience of her Majeſty, fitting up in Bed; 

nevertheleſs, Yeſterday ſhe went in a Litter 
to ſee her new Buildings at Luxemburg, and 
was carried in a Chair through thoſe Apart- 
ments already finiſhed. We ſhall ſoon have 
his Majeſty here ; and it is imagined he will 
come Poſt, to ſurprize the Queen when ſhe 
leaſt expects him: So J was informed by the 
Queen Mother. His Return is impatiently 
wiſhed for by the People, his Succeſs at Bearn 
having acquired him immortal Renown. The 
Hugonots are vehemently enraged, and now 
threaten to form a general Aſſembly again at 
Rachelle ; but fo long as Victory crowns his 
Majeſty's Arms, it is not their Time to bully. 
May it pleaſe God to deſtroy them, together 
with the reſt of the Church's Enemies, par- 
ticularly thoſe in Germany From thence no 
Accounts are brought us of any further Ad- 
vantage gained by the Catholicks, and the 
Winter approaches, a Seaſon which will doubt- 
leſs favour the Hereticks, except the Imperia- 
liſts get Poſſeſſion of Prague. God ſend we 
may ſoon have Advice of it, Mean while I am, 
with true Reſpect, dear Sir, yours, &c, 


Paris, November 
6, 1620. 


LETTER 
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4144 
To the ſame, at Madrid. 


RAGUE has at laſt ſurrendered to the 
Catholick Forces ; and Truth will ſhine 

ſo much the more ſplendid, ſeeing ſo many 
falſe Reports have induſtriouſly been propa- 
gated. In ſhort, the Sum and Subſtance of 
our late Accounts are as follows, viz. That 
the Duke of Bavaria and Count Bucoy after 

' ſeveral Advantages gained, at length came to 


a general Battle, and obtained a glorious 
Victory; making their Entry into Prague 


upon the ſame Day. We received this News 
by an expreſs Meſſenger, who paſſed through 
this City in his Way to Spain. This Suc- 
ceſs will be a Dagger to the Hearts of the 
Hugonots. And now what will Bouillon 
the Uncle of the Elector Palatine ſay? prin- 
cipal Architect of all this fine. ſpun Scheme, 
Yo but the laſt Year (at the Ceremony of 
ſtalling the Knights of the Holy Ghoſt) 
boaſted, that whilſt they were creating Knights 
in France, he made Kings in Germany. 
Now let him glory in his King without a 
Kingdom, his Palatine without a Palatinate, 
and f hope we may add his Elector deprived 
of his Electorate. They write that the 
Elector is fled from Prague, and that the 
| Numbers 
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Numbers killed or taken Priſoners, are not 


yet known. I congratulate your Excellency 
upon this fortunate Event of Affairs here, I 
have little more to add, to what I mentioned 
in my laſt. His Majeſty has publiſhed a De- 
claration of High- Treaſon againſt all ſuch 
Hugonots, who do not immediately diſperſe 
from Rochelle, J ſhould be apt to imagine, 
this Defeat at Prague ſhould intimidate them 


a little, Marquis Mzrabello is arrived at 


Paris, and To-day is to have his firſt Au- 
dience. I have not yet ſeen him, for as your 
Excellency knows, the Cuſtoms of this Place 
does not permit of any Viſits to Embaſſadors; 
till they have firſt publickly paid their Com- 


pliments to the royal Family. Two Days 


{ince arrived here, an Embaſſador extraordi- 


nary, from the Republick of Venice; his 


Buſineſs to this Court, is chiefly relative to the 


Affairs of the Valteline, in which they are 
very preſſing, as it is to be hoped, a right 


Underſtanding between the two Crowns, 


will efteQually ſettle this Matter as it ſhould 


be. After returning your Excellency Thanks 
tor your laſt obliging Favour, together with 
the freſh Civilities you have been pleaſed to 
ſhew the Collector of Portugalat my Requeſt, 
I ſhall finiſh, with aſſuring you, 


Paris, November . £ am; Cc. 


20, 1020. 
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P. S. This Moment Mr. Bonuglio is gone 


from me, who came with Compliments of 
Congratulation from the Duke de Lines, on 
the happy Succeſs in Bohemia ; and at the 
fame time aſſures me, that the King is infinite- 
ly pleaſed with it. And to ſay Truth, his 
Majeſty has great Cauſe to be elated, for this 
happy Change in our Favour; ſince this 
Blow given to the Hugonots in Germany, will 
fall with double Force upon the Hereticks in 
France, already ſtunned by that ſo lately re- 
ceived at Bearn. | 


LETT RR A. 
To the ſame, at Madrid. 


H E compleat Victory gained by the 

Catholicks in Bohemia, together with 
the taking of Prague, is at length confirmed. 
The Battle was fought not far from the Walls 
of the City, near a Pleaſure Houſe belonging 
to the Emperor. This total Defeat happened 
on the Aniverſary of that Day, and upon 
the ſame Spot where the Rebels aſſembled laſt 
Year, to receive and compliment the Elector 
Palatine upon his making his Entry into 
Prague, The Enemy's Army were entirely 


routed ; 


carries on his Negociations with the Emperor 


fame Account. The Elector of Bavaria 
immediately returned triumphant back to 
his own Dominions: Mean while Count 


it is hoped that the Inhabitants of Sz ei and 


all Probability. We ſhall now ſee the Figure 
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routed ; and the common Report is, that there 
remained dead upon the Field of Battle fix 
thouſand, beſides Abundance of Priſoners, 
amongſt whom are many Officers of Diſtin- 
ction. The Elector Palatine and his Con- 
ſort eſcaped the ſame Night Prague was ta- 
ken, and as it was rumoured fled to S:lefa ; 
but now it is uncertain where they are. Gabor 
ſeems a little intimidated at this Blow, and 


more afſiduouſly than ever: To which Pur- 
poſe Embaſſadors from this King have been 
in Treaty with Gabor, and now one of them, 
vis, Mr. de Preaux is gone to him upon the 


Bucoy remains with the Army, daily acquir- 
ing freſh Laurels. The Bohemian Rebels 
have already ſubmitted to the Emperor, and 


Moravia will follow their Example, and that 
of Luſatia compelled to Obedience by the 
Saxon Forces. It has been lucky for the 
Enemy that it is Winter; ſince had the Sea- 
fon been more favourable,” the Imperialiſts 
had extended their Conqueſts yet farther in 


this Invader of Kingdoms will make, ſtript 
of Authority ; together with his wiſe Coun- 
ſellor and favourite Bouil ihn. I, for my Part, 
deſire no better Sport, than to ſee him diveſt- 

ed 
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ed of his Electorate. And who is more 
worthy of it than the Elector of Bavaria? 
who is a Prince deſcended from the ſame 
Houſe, diſtinguiſhed for his Valour and Piety. 
The King of England ſeems to be making 
ſome Motions in Favour of his Son-in-Law, 
but too late; notwithſtanding his Modera- 
tion throughout this Affair, is highly com- 
mendable, having never given the Elector 
Palatine the Title of King, nor (at leaſt open- 
ly) approved ſo unjuſt an Uſurpation. He 
has now aſſembled together the Parliament of 
England, as is ſuppoſed to aſk of his People 
a Subſidy ſufficient to aſſiſt his Son-in-Law; 
nevertheleſs it is imagined, he will chiefly 
bend his Thoughts to a Treaty with the 
Emperor, in order (if potlible) to re-eſtabliſh. 
the Elector, in the quiet Poſſeſſion of thoſe 
Honours in his own Houſe, of which he is 
in a Manner totally deprived. But to have 
done with foreign Affairs, and draw nearer 
Home: France, as uſual, is always in ſome 
Emotion, agreeable to its natural Mutability, 
The Hugonots ſeem as if they would continue 
their Aſſembly, and don't only ſhew their ill 
Will at Rochelle, but in other Parts of the 
Kingdom, Every where they complain, 
threaten, and yet fear as if their own Weak- 
neſs and the Incapacity of their Friends to 
ſucccour them at this Juncture were not al- 
ready ſafficiently known, They have at- 
tempted to ſurpriſe Navarreino in Bearn; and 

in 


in ſhort they cannot bear, that an Acquiſition 
of fo great Importance, ſhould fall to the 
Church and King, fo great was their Rage 
(or more properly ſpeaking their Folly) that 
they would not believe the Succeſs of the Im- 
= perialiſts, though it was ſeveral Times notified 
| by the publick Prints, and fixed as is cuſto- 
mary, upon Pont- Neuf. But with regard 
to their Aſſembly at Rochelle, his Majeſty | 
ſeems determined upon no Score whatever, 
to conſent. In the mean while the King is 
[ gone to make a Tour into Picardy, and will 
= go to Calais, from thence he will ſend Marſhal 
Cadenor, Brother to the Duke de Luines, 
to compliment the King of England. An 
Embaſſador extraordinary is ſent from hence 
to the Valteline, likewiſe another to the Gri- 
fons, that the Religion and Government of 
thoſe Parts may be properly ſettled, It is 
greatly wiihed for here, nor is it doubted but 
that Spain, as in the former Tranſactions in 
Italy, will be equally zealous in ſo good a 
Work. Your Excellency will be highly 
pleated to hear that Mr. Baſſompiere is no- 
minated the Embaſſador; he is in great 
Eſteem at this Court, and the Occaſion 
of his going will furniſh him with Means to 
ſhew his great Abilities. Oh! how I ſhall 
envy him his Interviews with your Excel- 
kncy, Nevertheleſs, I flatter mylelf, that 
through the obliging Remembrance of one, 
or both perhaps, I ſhall not be totally forgot. 


Marquis 
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. 
Marquis Mirabello is much delighted at their 
making Choice of ſo worthy a Miniſter. I 
have frequently been with the Marquis and 


his Lady, and cannot enough admire their 
obliging Manner of Addreſs; ſo affable and 


ealy, I wiſh my Endeavours to pleaſe, may 


have been equally - ſucceſsful with theirs, 
We have, Sir, talked of you by the Hour, 
ſtriving which ſhould be moſt afſiduous; I, 
in Enquiries after my Friend, or he in fatisfy- 
ing my Curiofity, and anſwering to all my 
Queſtions concerning you. But no more, 
than that I ama ſincerely, dear Sir, &c. 


Paris, December 
24, 1620. 


L E F TEK AAXYL 
To the ſame, at Madrid. 


ESTERDAY, which was CHri mas 
Eve, I had the Honour to vile to 
your Excellency. My Letter was ſcarce ſent 
to the Polt, when what you was pleaſed to 
favour me with, came late to Hand by the 
Courier ſent with Diſpatches rom Spain to 


England; by the fanic Opn: ny (the 
Poſt 
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Poſt being not yet ſet out) I add theſe few 
Lines, thankfully acknowledging the Re- 
ceipt of yours: Your Joy for the Succeſs 
of the Catholicks in Bohemia, is anſwer- 
able to my Expectations; and to ſay 
Truth, nothing could give a greater Shock 
to Hereſy, or be of equal Service to the 
Catholick Religion, 1 refer your Excel- 
lency to my former Letter for Informa- 
tion concerning the Affairs of the Valteline; 
as to the happy Alliance of their ſerene 
Higbneſſes, the Ptinces and Princeſſes, it 
has occaſioned great Joy here. But will 
ſadly diſgrace us, if your Princeſs ſhould 
become a Mother before our Queen. 
To day the Ducheſs of Luines was ſafe- 
ly delivered of her firſt Son, 'an Event 
of great Joy to the Duke her Huſband, 
as their Poſterity may reap the Benefit of 
his preſent high Favour one Day or other. 
I remain, dear Sir, &c, 


Paris, December 
25, 1020, 


LETTER 
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LL 9 8-4 
To the ſame, at Madrid, 
E often ſee that one ſmart Engage- 


ment puts an End to a tedious War; 
and fo it has happened in Bohemia, for ſince 


that memorable Defeat at Prague, all are 


diſpoſed to ſwear Allegiance to his Imperial 
Majeſty, But what is more deſirable, it is 


hoped (as the laſt Advices brought an Ac- 


count that Gabor had retreated) thit the 
Hungarians will ſoon follow their Example. 
I imagine that the ſame Courier that is going 
to Spain, has been ſent from Flanders with 
an Account of theſe Particulars. But this is 
only my own private Opinion, for as I have 
not ſeen the Marquis Mirabello, J know no- 
thing certain about it. As to our Affairs here, 
nothing new has happened, except that his 
Majeſty has been at Calais, and is expected at 
Paris within five or ſix Days. The Day 
before Yeſterday J ſaw the Queen Mother, 
who told me, it was not improbable but the 
King might take Poft, fo as to arrive here 
againſt Twelfch-Day. Their Majeſties are 
on good Terms at preſent, and the King has 
reſolved (at the Requeſt of the Q-1cen) to 
| make the Biſhop of Luſſon a Cardinal; though 
to ſpeak the Truth, his own Merit is ſufficient 
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to promote him to that Dignity. Applica- 
tion has alſo been made by the King in Fa- 
vour of another Prelate, the Archbiſhop of 
Thoulrufe, Son to the D. ike d' Epernon, We 
{hull ſoon te what the Court of Rome will do 
in hie Matter. The Archbiſhop of Thowlor je 
will take the Title of Vallete, and the Biſhop 
of Lufjon that of Richlied, Titles poſſeſſed 
by the eldeſt Branch of their Families. But 
what a Storni has been near falling upon 
Count Gondomer in England, as your Ex— 
cellency will have heard upon the Victory 
obtained over the Elector Palatine. A Report 
allo prevailed, that the Princeſs his Conſort 
was iaken ; upon which, the Populace of 


London aroſe, and in a tumultudus Manner 
attacked the Houſe of that Nobleman, who 


expected the worſt that could happen from 
an cniaged Mob. But the Riot ceaſed, and 
the: King ſeenied diſpoſed to give him all the 


Satisfaction he could defire. For it is incum- 


bent on Princes to ſupport their own Dignity 
in ihe Pertons of tbeu Miniſters. To-day 18 
the firſt of the new Yea, may it prove happy 
to your Excellency; ſincerely J wiſh it, and 


am nolt faichtully yours. 


grit, January 
I; 102 O. 


LETTER 
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LET T E R XxXxXVIn 
To the ſame, at Madrid. 


Shaniſh Courier has been ſome 
Days arrived, but brings no Letter 
from your Excellency nevertheleſs, J write 
to urge your Reply, and by a Tender of my 
beſt Services merit, in ſome Meaſure, the Con- j 
tinuance of your Favour, We are now in | 1 
the Midſt of our Carnival, and their Ma-. {| 
jeſties are diverting themſelves with a Com- 11 
| pany of Italian Comedians. At their firſt | {1 
Appearance on the Stage, the Marquis de i} 
Mirabello and myſelf were preſent, and the | 
Queen (though ſhe did not underſtand the 
droll Part of the Drama) langhed heartily, 
The Marquis cannot forbear ſhewing his {1 
Surprize upon all Occaſions, at the F reccdoms 1 
and hurly burly of this Court. Before the | 
Play began we aſſembled together in the 1 
Apartment of Madam de Luiues, who now "= 
lyes-in. The King and Queen were Ow, 8 
and ſuch a Mixture of Pei ſonages, as you | 
Excellency has frequently met with fare 
The Marquis adapts himie!t extreamly well 4 
to the Manner ot living here; and is (to do 1-4 
him Juſtice) in all Retpedt an accompliſhed 
Gentleman. Your Excellency muit have 
heard of ſome little Difficulties and Punctilioes, 
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concerning the Audience which the Marchio- 
neſs his Lady, 1s to have of the Queen, But 
thoſe, it is imagined, will be ſpeedily adjuſted, 
that ſhe may reliſh the Pleaſures of the 


Louvre, and receive thoſe Honours due to 


her Rank, Though the King is but juſt 
returned from P:cardy, they talk of his going 
into Poitou, to put a Stop to the Proceedings 
of the Hugonots, who continue their riotous 
Aſſemblies at Rochelle, notwithſtanding the 
royal Prohibition; but we have for this Jour- 


ney only common Report. The Duke du 


Maine 1s arrived in this Town, and has a 
troubleſome Ague upon him. The News 


from Germany turns in Favour of the Catho- 


licks, and the Nuncio writes to me, that from 
Hungary better Accounts are daily expected; 
unleſs Gabor takes Courage from a Victory 
of Conſequence, gained by the Turks over 
the Polanders. May it pleaſe God to pro- 


tect and proſper the Cauſe of the Catholicks, 


Tam, dear Sir, yours, 


Paris, January 
16, 1620. 


LETTER 
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LET TY mar.” 
To the ſame, at Madrid, 


Courier paſſes through this City, but 
in ſo much Haſte (while I am myſelf 
ſo hurried by a Multiplicity of Buſineſs) that 
I can ſcarce find time to acquaint your Ex- 
cellency of my Promotion ; for from the 
time I received the News of my being made 


a Cardinal till now, my Houſe has been 
crouded with Company, Certainly I have 


great Cauſe to be ſatisfied, that their Majeſties 


expreſs ſo much Pleaſure upon this Occaſion; | 


and I find myſelf ſo much approved of by 


this Court in general, that I cannot wiſh to 
be in higher Eſteem. As to the Pleaſure 


your Excellency will take in this my new 
Preferment, I have no Reaſon to doubt it, 


from your known Partiality to me, and my 


Attachment to your Service, was, I flatter 
myſelf, viſible, antecedent to obtaining this 


. Dignity. But to lay aſide Ceremony, I have 
a thouſand Things both publick, and pri- 


vate, to write to you about with the firſt 
Opportunity; though now have only Leiſure 
to add how very ſincerely I am, Cc. 


Paris, Fanuary 
16, 1621. 
LET T ER 
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V4 1-6 R XL. 
To the ſame, at Madrid. 


HAT Viciflitude attends alt ſublu- 

nary Affairs! No ſooner had I re- 
ceived the News of my Preferment, but im- 
mediately I am informed of the unexpected 
Death of his Holineſs Paul V. of bleſſed 
Memory. And Iaſſure your Excellency, m 
Grief is equal to the Greatneſs of my Obliga- 
tions; nor am leſs indebted for the Confi- 
dence he placed in me for ſo many Years, 
than for this laſt ſignal Mark of his Favour, 
Already methinks Rome is in the utmoſt 
Confuſion, and every one in Donbts concern- 
ing the new Election. I with to be there in 
Time to fulfill the Duties of my Office, and 
to manifeſt my Attachment in Favour of 
Cardinal Borgheſe. But the Seaſon is ſo ex- 
tremely ievere, the Journey ſo long, and my 
Frame of Body ſo delicate, that J rather 
with, than really promiſe myſelf the being 
preſent at the Deciſion of this important Af- 


fair. Ard at the Inſtant I am writing to 


your Excetltency there is fallen fo deep a 
Snow, that in 5 the Winter is now 
beginning, when it is (according to the 


juſt Calculation of Time: near its Conclu- 
ſion. The Voyage by Sca from Mazrjeilles 
tO 
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to Civita Vichia, at this Seaſon of the Year is 
too uncertain and too dangerous; ſo that I 
am determined to go by Land as far as I con- 
veniently can. From hence to Burgundy, 
where I will embark upon the Soane to Lyons; 
from which Place by Land, over the Albs of 
Savoy; and when arrived in Tay, by the 
high Road to Rome. I write this in the 
utmoſt Haſte, encroaching on thoſe Moments 
which ſhould forward n:y Departure from 
hence, which will be (God willing) in 
two Days. Having already had my Au- 
dience of Leave of their Majeſtizs, and of 
| Conſequence am diſengaged from publick 
Affairs. The royal Family J leave happi- 
ly united; but the Tranquility of the King- 
dom in general, not ſo firmly fixed as it 
ſhould be; nor can it be otherwiſe, ſo long 
as the Hugonot Faction prevails, and {cts 
afloat continual Diſturbances. It is evi- 
dent their Intentions are to ſpread the In- 
fection of Hereſy throughout France and 
Holland; for in Defiance of the royal 
Mandate (which ſtrictly prohibited ſuch 
riotous Proceedings) they hold their uſual] 
Aſſembly at Rochelle. But his Majeſty is 
determined to reduce them to Obedience 
by Force of Arms, if a milder Treat- 
ment is ineffectual. Perhaps God deſigns 
to confound their Devices, and make them 
by their Raſhneſs inſtrumental to their 
own Deſtruction, How theſe Matters go 


on, 
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on, and whatever elſe material may hap- 
pen in theſe Parts, the Marquis Mirabello 
will from Time to Time inform your 
Excellency. He ſhews the moſt anxious 
Deſire to ſee a good Harmony ſubſiſt be- 
tween the two Crowns. And it is eaſily 
diſcerned, how much he is indebted to 
you, Sir, for ſome uſeful Inſtructions, 
which (joined to his own great Abilities) 


have rendered him capable of managing 


Affairs of the utmoſt Conſequence ; as, 


to ſay Truth, the Buſineſs relative to 


the French and Spaniſh Dominions in- 


cludes almoſt that of all Europe. The 


Marchioneſs his Lady, conducts herſelf 
with a conſummate Prudence and Gentle. 


neſs of Manners, and both conform ex- 


treamly well to the Cuſtoms of the 
Country, and Ways of this Court. But 


no more Letters from Paris, I will 


write to your Excellency on my Arrival 
at Rome : Perhaps ſooner, if the Hurry 
of travelling permits. As to the reſt, Iam 
ſenſible your uſual Kindneſs will not fail 
me; and in Return, my moſt affec- 
tionate Regard ſhall conſtantly attend your 
Excellency. With the moſt fervent Wiſhes 
for your Happineſs, I am, dear Sir, Gc. 


Paris, February 


20, 1021. 
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GEORGE STEIDEL, 
Bookſeller and Stationer, 


At the Bible and Crown, in New 
Bond-Str cet, 


ELLS Books in all Languages and 

Faculties; alſo Bibles, Common Prayer 
Books, Books of Devotion, School-Books, 
Plays, Pamphlets, fine Writing Paper, Pocket- 
Books, Account Books, Letter-Caſes, Brown 
and Whited Brown Paper; Ink-Stands, 
Slates, Black-Lead Penſils, fine Gilt Paper, 
Wax, Pens, Ink, and all other - Stationary 
Wares : Alfo great Variety of Prints, Maps, 
Paintings on Glaſs, Sc. Water-Colours, 
Crayons and Camel-Hair Pencils, Pictures 
and Prints neatly framed and glazed. Books 
bound in all Manner of Sorts of Bindings : 
Likewiſe gives ready Money for any Library 
or Parcel of Books, 


